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ADVERTISEMENT. 

A Copy of the Proceedings of the: 
Governor and Affembly of Jamaica, 
in the difpofal of the Maroons (print- 
ed in that ifland by authority) hav- 
ing found its way to the prefs in 
London, I was prevailed on to pro- 

mife an introdu&ory difcourfe to be 

« 

prefixed to the prefent edition, con- 
taining fome account of the Maroon 
War ; with fuch obfervations as oc- 
curred to me, during a long ac- 
quaintance with tbofe people, con- 
cerning their fituation, chara&er* 
and manners. This account is now 
prefented to the reader. It was writ- 
ten, and partly printed, previous to 
the late unexpected difcuffion in the 
Houfe of Commons *. My principal 
inducement in compiling it was the 
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gratification of the publick curiofity ; 
but I have now a much ftronger 
motive for haftening its publication. 
The good Faith and Honour, the 
Humanity and Juftice, of the Go- 
vernment of Jamaica, in the conduct 
of this affair, have been queftioned 
by high authority *, before the Par- 
liament of Great Britain. It is pre- 
fumed that the following meets will 
enable the reader to form a correct 
judgment en the whole proceedings. 
I am not confcious of having fup- 
preffed a {ingle circumftance necef- 
fary to be known, or afferted any 
one fact which I do not believe to 
be true, 

B. EDWARDS, 

London* 
7th November 1796. 

* Mr. Fox. 
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SECTION I. 

JAMAICA, as everyone knows, was con- 
quered from the Spaniards, during the 
protectorate of Cromwell, in the year 1655, 
by an armament under the command of Ad- 
miral Penn and General Venables. * The Spa- 
nish inhabitants are faid to have poflcfled, 
before the attack, about 1,500 enflaved 
Africans, moft of whom, on the furrender of 
their mafters, retreated to the mountains, from 
whence they made frequent excurfions to 
harafs the Englifh; M Major-general Sedge- 
wick, one of the Britifh officers, in a letter 
to Secretary Thurloe (1656) predidls, that 
thefe blacks would prove a thorn in the fides 
of the Englifh. He adds, that they gave no 
quarter to his men, but deftroyed them 
whenever they found opportunity ; fcarce a 
week paffing without their murdering one or 
more of them ; and as the foldiers became 
more confident and carelefs, the negroes grew 
more enterprifing and bloody-minded. " Hav- 
" ing no moral fenfe," continues he, " and 
44 not underftanding what the laws and cuf- 
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4€ toms of civil nations mean, we know not 
how to capitulate or treat with any of them. 
But be aflured, they muft either be deftroy- 
ed, or brought in, upon fome terms or 
u other ; or elfe they will prove a great dif- 
** couragement to the fettling the country;" 
What he foretold foon came to pafs. At the 
latter part of the lame year (1656) the army 
gained fome trifling fuccefs againft them ; bnt 
this was immediately afterwards feverely re- 
taliated by the flaughter of forty foldiers, cut 
off as they were carelefsly rambling from 
their quarters. A detachment was immediately 
fent in purfuit of the enemy, which came 
up with and killed feven or eight of them ; 
hut they ftill found means means to hold, 
out, until being hard prefled the year fol- 
lowing by Colonel D'Oyley, who, by his 
final overthrow of the Spaniards, had taken 
from them all hope of future fuccowr from 
their ancient mailers, they became very much, 
flreightened for want of provifions and am^ 
munition. The main body, under the com** 
mand of a negro named Juan de Bo/as (whofe 
place of retreat in the parifh of Clarendon ftili 
retains his name) at length folicited for peace,** 
and furrendered to the Englifh on terms o£> 
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pardon and freedom. A large party, however, 
(who had now acquired the name of Ma- 
roons*) remained in their retreats within the 
ihountains; where they not only augmented 
their numbers by natural increafe, but, after 
the ifland became thicker fown with planta- 
tions, they were frequently reinforced by fu*» 
gitivc flaves. At length they grew confi- 
dent enough of their force to undertake 
defcents upon the interior planters, many of 
whom they murdered, from time to time, 
without the leaft provocation ; and by their 
barbarities and outrages intimidated the whites 
from venturing to any considerable diftance 
from the iea coaft. 

In 1663 the Lieutenant-governor, Sir 
Charles Lyttelton, and his council, iflued a 

* The word fignifies, among the Spanifli Americans, ac- 
cording to Mr. Long, Hog-kunters : the woods abounding with 
t^e. wild boar* and the pqrfuit of them conftituting the chief em- . 
ployment of fugitive negroes, Marrano is the Spaniih word for 
a young pig. The following is the derivation, however, given in 
the Encyclopedic, article Maron : " On appelle mar cms, dans les 
ifles Francoifes les negres fugitifs. Ce terme vient du mot Ef- 
pagribl Simaran qui fignifie un Singe. Les Efpagnols crurent 
ne devoir pas faire plus d'honneur aleurs malheureux efclavts ' 
fugitifs, que de. les appeller Jiages, parcequ'ils fe retiroient 
comme ces animaux aux fonds des bois et n*en lortoient que 
pbiir cueillir des fruits qui Te trouvoient dans fcs lieux les plus 
voifins de leur retrain" - ~ - ; . 
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proclamation, offering a full pardon, twenty 
acres of land, and freedom from all manner 
of flavery, to each of them who fhould fur- 
render. But I do not find that any of them were 
inclined to accept the terms offered, or quit 
their favage way of life. On the contrary, they 
were better pleafed with the more ample 
range they poffefTed in the woods, where their 
hunting grounds were not yet encroached upon 
by fettlements. Tjiey took effectual care, in- 
deed, that no fettlement (hould be eftablifhed 
near them; for they butchered every white 
family that ventured to feat itfelf any confi- 
derable diftance inland. When the Governor 
perceived that the proclamation wrought no 
effect, Juan de Bolas, who was now made 
Colonel of the Black Regiment, was fent to 
endeavour their reduction •, but in the profe- 
cution of this fervice he fell into an ainbuf- , 
cade, and was cut to pieces. In March, 1664, 
Captain Colbeck, of the white militia, was em- 
ployed for the fame purpofe. He went by fea 
to the north fide ; and, having gained fome ad- 
vantages over the Maroohs, he returned with 
one who pretended to treat for the reft. This 
embaffy, however, was only calculated . to 
ampfe the whites, and gain fome refpite> for 
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the Maroons no fooner found themfelves in a 
condition to a<5t, and the white inhabitants lull- 
ed into fecurity, than they began to renew hos- 
tilities, murdering, as before, every white per- 
fon, without diftin&ion of fex or age, who 
came within their reach. 

In this way they continued to diftrefs the 
ifland for upward of forty years, during which 
time forty-four a<fts of Aflembly were patted, 
and at leaft £.240,000 expended for their fup- 
preflion. In 1730 they were grown fo for- 
midable, under a very able general, named 
.Cudjoe, that it was found expedient t6 
ftrengthen the colony againft them by two 
regiments of regular troops, which were af- 
terwards formed into independent companies, 
and employed, with other hired parties, and the 
whole body of militia, in their reduttion. In 
the year 1734 Captain Stoddart, who com- 
manded one of thefe parties, projected and exe- 
cuted with great fuccefs, an attack of the Maroon 
windward town, called Nauny, fituate on one 
of the higheft mountains in the ifland. Hav- 
ing provided fome portable fwivel guns, he 
lilently approached, and reached within a fmall 
diftance of their quarters undifcovered. After 
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^ADVERTISEMENT. 

A Copy of the Proceedings of th$ 
Governor and Affembly of Jamaica, 
in the difpofal of the Maroons (print- 
ed in that ifland by authority) hav- 
ing found its way to the prefs in 
London, I was prevailed on to pro- 
mife an introductory difcourfe to be 
prefixed to the prefent edition, con- 
taining fome account of the Maroon 
War ; with fuch obfervations as oc- 
curred to me, during a long ac- 
quaintance with thofe people, con- 
cerning their fituation, character, 
and manners. This account is now 
prefented to the reader. It was writ- 
ten, and partly printed, previous to 
the late unexpected difcuflion in the 
Houfe of Commons *. My principal 
inducement in compiling it was the 
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Maroons declined engaging, and fled different 
ways. Several of them, however, were flain 
in the purfuit, and others made prisoners. 
Thefe two victories reduced their ftrength, and 
filled them with fo much terror that they never 
afterwards appeared in any confiderable body, 
nor dared to make any ftand; indeed, from 
the commencement of the war till this pe- 
riod, they had not once ventured a pitched 
battle, but fkulked about the fkirts of remote 
plantations, iurprifing ftragglers, and murder- 
ing the whites by two or three at a time, or 
when they were too few to make any refi fi- 
ance. By night, they feized the favourable 
opportunity that darknefs gave them, of fteal- 
ing into the fettlements, where they fet fire to 
cane fields and out-houfes, killed all the cattle 
they could find, and carried the flaves into 
captivity. By this daftardly method of con- 
ducting the war, they did infinite mifchief to 
the whites, without much expofing their own 
perfons to danger, for they always cautioufly 
avoided fighting, except with a number fo 
difproportionally inferior to themfelves as 
to afford them a pretty fure expectation 
pf victory. They knew every fecret ave- 
iiqe of the country | fo that they could 
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cither conceal themfelves from purfuit, or 
(hift their ravages from place to place, 
as circumftances required. Such were the 
many difadvantages under which the Englifh 
had to deal with thofe defultory foes; who 
were not reducible by any regular plan of 
-attack ; who poflefled no plunder to allure or 
reward the affailants ; nor had any thing to lofe, 
except life, and a wild and iavage freedom. 

Previous to thefuccefles above mentioned, the 
diftrefs into which the planters were thrown, 
may be colledledfrom the fenfe which the legif- 
lature of Jamaica exprefTed in fomcof their 
adts. In the year 1733, they fet forth, u that 
the Maroons had, within a few years, greatly 
increafed, notwithftanding all the meafures 
that had then been concerted, and made ufe o£ 
for their fuppreffion ; in particular, that they 
had grown very formidable in the North Eaft, 
North Weft, and South Weftern diftrids of 
the ifland, to the great terror of his Ma- 
jefty's fubjedts in thofe parts, who had 
greatly fuffered by the frequent robberies, 
*nurders, and depredations committed by 
them ; that in the parifhes of Clarendon, St. 
Ann, St* Elizabeth, Westmorland, Hanover, 

and 
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and $U James's* they were confkferably mat* 
jiplkd, and. had large fettlenjents among the 
mountains, and leaft accefllble parts ; whence 
they plundered all around them, and caufed 
ieveral plantations to be thrown op and aban- 
doned, and prevented many valuable trafts of 
land from being cultivated, to the great pre- 
judice and diminution of his Majefty's reve-* 
iiue, as well as of the trade, navigation, land 
confumption of Brkifh manufactures * and to 
the manifeft weakening, and preventing fur- 
ther increafe of ftrength and inhabitants, in 
the ifland/* We may learn from hence, what 
extenfive rnifchief may be perpetrated by the 
moil defpicable and cowardly enemy. The 
Affembly, perceiving that the employment o£ 
flying parties had proved ineffectual, by the 
length of their marches, the difficulty of fub- 
fitting them in the woods for fo Jong a time as 
the fervice required, and the facility with 
which the Maroons eluded their purfuit, or-* 
dered fevcral defensible houfes, or barracks, 
fortifieel with baftions, to be ere&ed in dif- 
ferent parts, as near as poffible to the enemy's 
moft favourite haunts : jn every one of thefe 
they placed a ftrong garrifon, who were regu-* 
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larly fub lifted, and roads of communication 
were opened from one to the other. Thefe 
garrifons were compofed of white and black 
fliot and baggage negroes, who were all duly 
trained. Every captain was allowed a pay of 
ten pounds, the lieutenants each five pounds 
ferjeants four pounds, and privates two 
pounds per month. They were fubjedted to 
rules and articles of war; and the whole body 
put under the Governor's immediate order, 
to be employed, conjunctly or feparately, as 
he fhould fee occafion. Their general plan of 
duty, as direSed by the law, was to makeexcur- 
fions from the barracks, fcower the woods and 
mountains, and deftroy the provifion gardens 
and haunts of the Maroons ; and that they 
might not return without effecting fome fer- 
vice, they were required to take twenty days 
provifion with them on every fuch expedi- 
tion. Every barrack, befides, was furniJJjed 
with a pack of dogs, provided by the church* 
wardens of^ the refpe&ive parijhes ; it being 
forefeen that thefe animals would prove ex* 
tremely ferviceable, not only in guarding 
againji furprizes in the night* but in tracking 
the enemy. 

This 
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This arrangement was the moff judicious 
Jiitherto contrived for their efFe&ual redac- 
tion ; for fo many fortreflesy ftationed in the 
very centre of their ufual retreats, well fop- 
plied with every neceffary, gave the Maroonrs 
a conftant and vigorous annoyance, and i« 
ihort became the chief means of bringing 
on that treaty which afterwards put an end to 
this tirefome war* 

About the year 1737, the Affembly refofved 
on taking two hundred of the Mofquito In- 
dians into their pay, to haften the fuppreffion 
of the Maroons. They pafled an ad for ren- 
dering free Negroes, Mulattoes, and In- 
dians more ufeful, and forming them into 
companies,, with proper encouragements. 
So^ne Hoops were difpatcbed to the Mofquito 
ihore ; and that number of Indians wa?s 
brought into the ifland, formed into compa- 
nies under their own officers, and allowed 
forty (hillings a month for pay, befides fhoes 
and other articles* White guides were affign- 
ed to conduct them to the enemy, and they 
gave proofs of great fagacity in this fervice. 
It was their practice to obferve the moft 
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profound filence in marching to the enemy's 
quarters ; and when they had once hit upon 
a track, they were fare to difcover the haunt 
to which it led. They effe&ed confiderable 
fervice, and were, indeed, the moft proper 
troops to be employed in that fpecies of ac~ 
tion, which is known in America by the name 
of bujh-jigbting. They were well rewarded 
for their good condudt, and afterwards dif- 
miffed to their own country, when the paci- 
£cation took place with the Maroons. 

In r 738, Governor Trelawney, by the ad- 
vice of the principal gentlemen of the 
ifland, propofed overtures of peace with 
the Maroon chiefs* Both parties were now 
grown Tieartily wearied out with this tedious 
confliA, The white inhabitants wifhed re- 
lief from the horrors of continual alarms, the 
hardfhip of military duty, and the intolerable 
burthen of maintaining the army. The Ma- 
roons were not lefs anxious for an accommo- 
dation : they were hemmed in, and clofely 
befet on all fides ; their provifions de&royed* 
and themfelves reduced to fo miferable a con- 
dition, by famine and inceflant attacks, that 

Cud|ae 



( xiV ) 

Cudjoe afterwards declared, that if peace had 
not been offered to them, theyhad no choice left 
but either to be ftarved, lay violent hands on 
themfeives, or furrender to the Englifh at difcre- 
tion. The extremity of their cafe, however, was 
not at that time known to the white inhabitants, 
and their number was fuppofed to be twice as 
great as it was afterwards found to be. The 
articles of pacification (which I havefubjoin- 
cd) were therefore ratified with the Maroon 
chiefs, and fifteen hundred acres of land 
afligned to one body of them *, and one 
thoufand acres to another, which the legiflature 
fecured to them and their pofterity in perpe- 
tuity. The Aflembly, by fubfequent laws, 
augmented the premium allowed the Maroons 
for apprehending fugitive Haves, to three 
pounds per head ; and they pafled many other 

• This was the body that fettled in Trelawney Town, 
and are the anceftors of thofe who have lately taken up 
arms. The other Maroon negroes were thofe of Acorn* 
pong Town, Crawford Town, and Nauny Town, to each 
of which lands were allotted. The aggregate number, in 
*795* was about 1600, men, women, and children* 
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regulations for their better government and 
prote&ion, for preventing their purchafing and 
harbouring negro fla ves, and for dire&ing in what 
manner they fhould be tried in the cafe of fe- 
lony, and other crimes, committed againft the 
ivhites -f, and thus an end was at length hap- 
pily 

f On complaint made, on oath, to ajiiftkeof peace, of 
any felony, burglary, robbery, or other offence whatfoever, 
liaving been committed'fey Maroon negroes, he is required to 
grant a warrant to .apprehend the offenders, and to have all 
3>erfons brought before him, or feme other juftice, that can give- 
evidence? and if, upon examination, it appears that there are 
grounds for publick trial, the justice is to commit theaccafed^ 
unlefe the offence be bailable, and bind over the witnefles. 
They are to be tried where the quarter feffions are held, or 
where parochial bufinefs is ufually tranfacred, in the foil* 
Jdwing manner : — The juftice is to call in two other jafttces 
(who muft attend, or forfeit twenty pounds each), and thej 
are to fummon fifteen perfons, fuch as are ufually impanelled 
to ferve on juries, to appear at a ipecified time, who forfeit 
Ave pounds each if they neglect There muft be ten days 
.between the complaint and the triaL Of the fifteen per- 
sons fummoned, the firft twelve who appear are to compofc 
a jury. If the Maroon be found guilty, the juftices may 
give fentence, according to law, of death, tranfportation, 
^public whipping, or confinement to hard labour for not 
more than twelve months- Execution of women with 
child is to be reipited until a reifonahle time* after delivery ; ~ 
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pily put to this tedious and ruinous conteft $ * 
conteft which, while k lafted, feemed to 
portend nothing lefs than the ruin of the 
whole colony* 

Articles of pacification with the Maroons of" 
Trelawney Town, concluded March the 

In the name of God, Amen, Whereas 
Captain Cudjoe, Captain Acompong, Cap- 
tain Johnny, Captain Cuffee, Captain Quaco* 
and feveral other Negroes, their dependents 
and adherents, have been in a ftate of war 
and hoftility, for feveral years paft, againft 
our fovereign lord the King, and the inha- 
bitants of this ifland ; and whereas peace 
and friendfhip among mankind, and the 
preventing the effufion of blood* is agreeable 

and where (entence of death or tranfportation (hall be patted 
(except for rebellious confpiracies,) execution is to be re- 
fpited until the Governor's pleafure be fignified ; the juftices 
may alio refpitethe execution of any other fentence till his 
pleafure be known, if they fee caufe. Where feveral are 
capitally convicted for the fame offence, one only is tofuffer 
death, except for murder or rebellion* 

to 
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to God, coiifonant to reafon, and defired by 
every good man; and whereas his Majefty 
George the Second, King of Great Britain, 
France, and Ireland, and of Jamaica Lord, 
Defender of the Faith, &c. has by his letters 
patent, dated February the twenty-fourth, one 
thoufand feven hundred and thirty-eight, in 
the twelfth year of his reign, granted full power 
and authority to John Guthrie and Francis Sad- 
ler, Efquires, to negotiate and finally conclude 
a treaty of peace and friendfhip with the afore- 
laid Captain Cudjoe, and the reft of his captains, 
adherents, and others his men ; they mutually, 
fincerely, and amicably, have agreed to the 
following articles : Firft, That all hoftilities 
/hall ceafe on both fides for ever. Secondly, 
That the f&id Captain Cudjoe, the reft of his 
captains, adherents, and men, fhall be for 
ever hereafter in a perfedl ftate of freedom 
and liberty, excepting thofe who have been 
taken by them, or fled to them, within two 
years laft paft, if fuch are willing to return 
to their faid mafters and owners, with full 
pardon and indemnity from their faid mafters 
or owners for what is paft ; provided always, 
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that, if they are not willing to return, they 
fhall remain in fubjedtion to Captain Cudjoe 
and in friendfhip with us, according to the 
form and tenor of this treaty. Thirdly, That 
they fhall enjoy and poflefs, for themfelves 
and pofterity for ever, all the lands fituatc 
and lying between Trelawney Town and the 
Cockpits, to the amount of fifteen hundred 
acres, bearing northweft from the faid Tre- 
lawney Town. Fourthly, That they fhall 
have liberty to plant the faid lands with cof- 
fee, cocoa, ginger, tobacco, and cotton, and 
to breed cattle, hogs, goats, or any other 
ftock, and difpofe of the produce or in- 
creafe of the faid commodities to the inhabi- 
tants of this iflandj provided always, that 
when they bring the faid commodities to 
market, they fhall apply firft to the cuftos, or 
any other magiftrate of the refpedtive parifhes 
where they expofe their goods to fale, for a 
licence to vend the fame. Fifthly, That 
Captain Cudjoe, and all the Captain's adhe- 
rents, and people now in fubje&ion to him* 
fhall all live together within the bounds of 
Trelawney Town, and that they have liberty 
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to hunt where they fhall think fit, except 
within three miles of any fettlenient, crawl, 
or pen; provided always, that in cafe the 
hunters of Captain Cudjoe and thofe of othei* 
fettlements meet, then the hogs to be equally 
divided between both parties. Sixthly, That the 
faid Captain Cudjoe, and his fucceflbrs, do ufe 
their beft endeavours to take, kill, fupprefs, or 
deftroy, either by themfelves, or jointly with 
any other number of men, commanded on that 
fervice by his excellency the Governor, or 
Commander in Chief for the time being, all 
rebels wherefoever they be, throughout this 
ifland, unlefs they fubmit to the fame terms 
of accommodation granted to Captain Cudjoe, 
and his fucceflbrs. Seventhly, That in cafe 
this ifland be invaded by any foreign enemy, 
the faid Captain Cudjoe, and his fucceflbrs 
hereinafter named or to be appointed, fhall 
then, upon notice given, immediately repair 
to any place the Governor for the time be- 
ing fhall appoint, in order to repel the faid 
invaders with his or their utmoft force, and to 
fubmit to the orders of the Commander ia 
Chief on that occafion. Eighthly, That if 
any white man fhall do any manner of injury 
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to Captain CudjQC, his fucceflbrs, or any of his 
or their people, they ftiall apply to any com- 
manding officer or magiftrate in the neigh- 
bourhood for juftice ; and in cafe Captain 
Cudjoe y or any of his people* Jhall do any injury 
to any white perfon, he Jhall fubmit himfelf or 
deliver up fuch offenders to juftice. Ninthly, 
That if any negroes fhall hereafter run away 
from their mafters or owners, and fall into 
.Captain Cudjoe's hands, they fhall imme- 
diately be feat back to the chief magiftrate 
of the next parifh where they are taken ; and 
thofe that bring them are to be fatisfied for 
their trouble, as the legiflature (hall appoint *. 
Tenthly, That all negroes taken, fince the 
railing of this party by Captain Cudjoe's 
people, ftiall immediately be returned. Ele- 
venthly, That Captain Cudjoe, and his fuccef- 
fors, fhall wait en his Excellency, or the Com- 
.mander in Chief for the time being, every 
year, if thereunto required. Twelfth, That 
Captain Cudjoe, during his life, and the cap-, 

* The Aflembly granted a premium of thirty (hillings 
for each fugitive flave returned to his owner by the Ma- 
roons, betides expences. 
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tains fucceeding him, fhall have T full power taT 
inflift any punifhment they think proper for 
crimes committed by their men among them- 
felves, death only excepted ; in which cafe, if 
the Captain thinks they deferve death, he fhall 
be obliged to bring them before any juftice of 
the peace, who fhall order proceedings on 
their trial equal to thofe of other free 
negroes. Thirteenth, That Captain Cudjoe* 
with his people, fhall cut, clear, and keep 
open, large and convenient roads from Tre- 
lawney Town to Weftmorland and St. 
James's, and if poflible to St. Elizabeth's. 
Fourteenth, That two white men, to be no* 
minated by his Excellency, or the Com- 
mander in Chief for the time being, fhall 
conftantly live and refide with Captain Cud- 
joe and his fuccefTors, in order to maintain 
a friendly correfpondence with the inhabitants 
of this ifland. Fifteenth, That Captain 
Cudjoe fhall, during his life, be Chief Com- 
mander in Trelawney Town; after his de- 
ceafe the command to devolve on his brother 
Captain Accompong ; and in cafe of his de- 
ceafe, on his next brother Captain Johnny $ 
and, failing him, Captain CufFee fhall fucceed i 
who is to be fucceeded by Captain Quaco ; 

b 3 and 



^ xxii ) 

and after all their demifes, the Governor, or 
Commander in Chief for the time being, 
{hall appoint, from time to time, whom he 
thinks fit for that command. 

In teftimony, &c. &c. 
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SECTION II. 

^TpHE preceding Se&ion confifts chiefly of 
an extract from the Hiftory of Jamaica, 
by Edward Long, Efq. publifhedin 1774, 
whofe account I have chofen to adopt, rather 
than offer a narrative of my own ; for two rea- 
fons, firft, becaufe I have nothing to add, con- 
cerning the origin of the Maroons, to what 
Mr. Long has fo diftin&ly related ; and, fe- 
condly, becaufe its adoption exempts me 
from all fufpicion of having fabricated a 
tale, calculated to juftify certain circum- 
stances and tranfa&ions, of which complaint 
was made in the Britifh Parliament*, and 
to which due attention ftiall hereafter be 
paid. In the meanwhile I fhall take up and 
continue the fubjedt where Mr. Long left it, 
beginning with fome reflexions on the iitua* 
tion, character, manners, and habits of life of 
the Maroon negroes ; and thus tracing the 
caufe of their late revolt to its origin. 

* March 1796. . 
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The claufe in the treaty, by which thefe 
people were compelled to refide within cer- 
tain boundaries in the interior country, apart 
from all other negroes, was founded, probably, 
on the apprehenfion that, by fufFering them 
to intermix with the negroes in flavery, the 
example which they would thereby conti- 
nually prefent of fuccefsful hoftility, might 
prove contagious, and create in the minds of 
the (laves an impatience of fubordination, and 
a difpofition for revolt : but, time has abun- 
dantly proved that it was an ill-judged and a 
fatal regulation. The Maroons, inftead of being 
eftablifhed into feparate hordes or communi- 
ties, in the ftrongeft parts of the interior coun-. 
try, fhould have been encouraged by all pof- 
fible means to frequent the towns and to in- 
termix with the negroes at large. All diftinc- 
tion between the Maroons and the other free 
blacks would foon have been loft ; the greater 
number would have prevailed over the lefs : 
whereas the policy of keeping them a diftindt 
people, continually inured to arms, intro- 
duced among them what the French call an 
efprit de corps, or a community of fentiments 

and 
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and intcrefts : and concealing from them the 
powers and fefources of the whites, taught 
them to feel, and at the fame time highly to 
overvalue, their own relative ftrength and im- 
portance. 

It has been urged againft the colonial legis- 
lature, as another, and a ftill greater, overfight, 
that after the conclufion of the treaty, no 
manner of attention was given to the im^ 
provement of thefe ignorant people in civi- 
lization and morals. The office of fuperin- 
tendant* it has been faid, and I believe truly, 
was commonly beftowed on perfons of no 
education or confequence, and foon became a 
mere Jinecure. Mr. Long obferved, many 
years ago, that the Maroons would probably 
prove more faithful allies, and better fubj e&s, 
if pains were taken to inftil into their minds a 
few notions of honefty and religion ; and the 
eftablifhment of fchools, and the eredtion of 
a chapel in each of the towns, were recom- 
mended, as meafures of indifpenfible neceffity. 

That thefe obfervations are altogether ill 
founded, I will not prefume to affirm. Man, 
in his lavage Hate, in all parts of the world, 

is 
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is the flave of fuperftition ; and it is the duty 
and policy of a good government (let its fyf- 
tcm of religion be what it may) to dircdl the 
wcakneffes of our fellow creatures to the pro- 
motion of their happinefs. The Chriftian is 
not only the befl fyftem of religion calculated 
for the attainment of that end, but, by leading 
the mind to the knowledge of truth and im- 
mortality, contributes more than any other to 
amend the heart, and exalt the human cha- 
racter. It is a fyftem of humility, meeknefs, 
3nd loving kindnefs ; and although we fhould 
admit, with the eloquent hiftorian of the Ro- 
man Empire *, that " the fuperftitions of 
Paganifm always bore the appearance of plea- 
fure, and often of virtue ;" we muft, at the 
fame time, allow that they afforded no con- 
folation to the wretched ; they furnifhed but 
few leffons of juftice, and none of forgive- 
nefs and mercy ! 

• Of thefe high and important truths I hope 
that I am fully fenfible. Yet I cannot fup- 
prefs the opinion which I have long fince en- 
tertained, that the converfion of favage men 
from a life of barbarity to the knowledge and 

1 • Gibbon. 
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pradtice of Chriftianity, is a work, of much 
greater difficulty than many pious and excel-* 
lent perfons in Great Britain feem fondly to 
imagine. 

Concerning the Maroons, they are in ge-. 
neral ignorant of our language, and all of 
them attached to the gloomy fuperftitions of 
Africa (derived fropi their anceftors) with 
fuch enthufiaftick zeal and reverential ardour, 
as I think can only be eradicated with their 
lives. The Gentoos of India are not, I con* 
ceive, more fincere in their faith, than the ne- 
groes of Guinea in believing the prevalence of 
Obi, and the fupernatural power of their Obeab 
pien. Obstacles like thefe, accompanied with 
the fierce and fordid manners which I fhall 
prefently defcribe, few clergymen would, I 
think, be pleafed to encounter, left they might 
experience all the fufFerings, without acquire 
ing the glory of martyrdom. 

Under difadvantages of fuch magnitude was 
founded the firft legal eftablifhment of our 
Maroon allies in Jamaica. Inured, for a long 
feries of years, to a life of warfare within the 
ifland, it is a matter of aftonifhment that they 
fubmitted, for any length of time, to any fyftenx 
ef fubordination or government whatever. It is 

probable 
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probable they were chiefly induced to remain 
quiet by the great encouragement that was 
held out to them for the apprehending fu- 
gitive flaves, and being allowed to range over 
the uncultivated country without interruption, 
poflefling an immenfe wildernefs for their 
hunting grounds, Thefe purfuits, by giving 
full employment to the reftlefs and turbulent 
among them, diverted them from fchemes of 
greater enterprize and projedts of mifchief. 
Their game was the wild boar, which abounds 
in the interior parts of Jamaica ; and the Ma- 
roons had a method of curing the flefh with- 
out faking it. This commodity they fre- 
quently brought to market in the towns ; and, 
with the money arifing from the fale, and the 
rewards which they received for the delivery 
to their owners of runaway flaves, they pur- 
chafed falted beef, fpirituous liquors, tobacco, 
fire-arms, and ammunition, fetting little or 
no account on clothing of any kind, and 
regarding as fuperfluous and ufelefs, moft of 
thofe things which every people, in the loweft 
degree of civilization, would confider as al- 
moft abfolutely neceflary to human exis- 
tence. 

Their 
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Their language was a barbarous diflbnance 
of the African dialedts, with a mixture of Spa- 
nish and broken Englifli ; and their thoughts 
and attention feemed wholly engrofled by 
their prefent purfuits, and the objects imme-: 
diately around them, without any reflexions 
on the paft, or folicitude for the future. In 
common with all the nations of Africa, they 
believed, however, as I have obferved, in the 
prevalence of Obi (a fort of witchcraft of 
mbft extenfive influence) and the authority 
which fuch of their old men as had the repu- 
tation of wizards, or Obeah-men, poflfefled 
over them, was fometimes very fuccefsfiilly 
employed in keeping them in fubordination to 
their chiefs. 

Having, in the refources thkt have been 
mentioned, the means of procuring food for 
their daily fupport, they had no inclination 
for the purfuits of fober induftry. Their 
repugnance to the labour of tilling the earth 
was remarkable. In fome of their villages 1 
never could perceive any veftige of culture ; 
but the fituation of their towns, in fuch cafes, 
was generally in the neighbourhood of plan- 
tations belonging to the whites, from the 

provifion 
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pfovifion*grounds of which they cipher pur- 
chased, or ftole, yams, plantains, corn, and 
other efculents. When they had no fupply 
of this kind, I have fontetimes obferved fniall 
patches of Indian corn and yanis, and per- 
haps a few ftraggling plaintaift trees, ntfar 
their habitations ; but the ground was always 
in a fhocking ftate of negleft and ruin. 

The labours of the field, however, fuch 
as they wefe (as well as every other fpecies of 
drudgery) wefe performed by the women, who 

* 

had no other means of clearing the grotfhd 
pf the vaft and heavy Woods With which it 
is every where incumbered, than by placing 
fire roufid the trunks of the trees, till they 
were confumed in the middle, and fell by 
their -owft weight. It was a fervice of dan- 
ger; but the Maroons, like all other favage 
nations, reg£rde<J their wives as fo many 
b*aft* of burthen ; and felt no more concern 
at the lofs of one of them, than a white* 
planter would ftave felt at the lofs of a bul- 
lock. PolygSftiy tooy with their other African 
cuftoms, prevailed among the Maroons uni- 
variably. Some of their principal men claim- 
ed from two to fi# Wives,- aad the miferies of 

their 
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t heir fittfation left thefe poor creatures neither 
leifure nor inclination to quarrel with each 
other. 

This fpirit of brutality, which the Maroons 
always displayed towards their wives, extend- 
ed in forae degree to their children* The 
parental authority was at all times moft 
harihly exerted ; but more efpecially towards 
the females* I have been affured that it wa§ 
not an uncommon circumftaace for a father* 
in a fit of rage or drunkennefs, to feize 
his own infant, which had offended hioi by 
crying, and dafti it againft a rock, with a de* 
gree of violence which often proved fatal. 
This he did without any apprehenfion of pu- 
nirtimentj for the fuperintendant, on fuch oc^ 
cafions, generally found it prudent to keep his 
diftance, or be filent. Nothing can more 
ftrikingly demonftrate the forlorn and abjecft 
condition of the young women among the 
Maroons, than the circumftance which every 
gentleman, who has vifited them on feftiva 
occafions, or for the gratification of curiofity, 
knows to be true $ the offering their own 
daughters, by the fir ft men among them, 
to their vifitors i and bringing the poor girls 

forward, 
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forward, with or without their confent, for the 
purpofe of prostitution. 

Vifits of this kind (though I believe not 
frequent) were indeed but too acceptable both 
to the Maroons and their daughters ; for they 
generally ended in drunkennefs and riot* 
The vifitors too were not only fleeced of their 
money, but were like wife obliged tofurnijh the 
feaft> it being indifpenfibly necefTary, on fuch 
joccafions, to fend beforehand wine and pro- 
vifions of all kinds ; and if the guefts expe<5t- 
xA to fleep on beds and in linen, like gentle- 
men, they muft provide thofe articles alfo for 
thernfelves. The Maroons, however, if the 
party confifted of perfons of confequence, 
would confider themfelves as highly honoured, 
and would fupply wild boar, land-crabs, pi- 
geons, and fifh, and entertain their guefts with 
a hearty and boifterous kind of hofpitality, 
which had at leaft the charms of novelty and 
Angularity to recommend it. 

On fuch occafions, a mock fight always 
conftituted a part of the entertainment. Mr. 
Long has given the following defcription of a 
fcene of this kind, which was exhibited by 
the Trela wney-Town Maroons^in the prefencc 
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bf Ac Governor* in 1764. : ^ Nfc>foofieF{he 
obferves) did the horn found the fignal* thag. 
they all joined in $; inpft hideous yell* of wafc 
hoop* and bounded into a&ion*. Witharaa#«* 
ipg .agility they- tfcn^ or r rather rolled, throtf gh 
their various . .firings and eYQlutiqfcs. • *£b& 
part, of their exerciie* indeed*; ..more juftjjf 
ideferves to be ftiled 'evolution than .^ny that is 
pradtifed by the regular troops; for, they fire 
Ifcooping almoft to the very ground ^ and Jw 
leaner 19, the piece . ,difcharged> , than -thsy 
throw themfelyes into a thousand antick gef* 
tures> and tumble oyer and over>_fo ag tQ >b& 
continually fhifting their place j the intention 
of which is to elude the £hot, as well as to 
deceive the aim of their adverfaries, which 
their nimble and almoft inftantaneous change 
of pofition renders extremely uncertain* 
When this part of their exercife. was ovetfi 
they drew their f words ; and winding theU 
horn again, began, in wild and warlike gef- 
tures> to advance towards his Excellency, 
endeavouring to throw as much favage fury 
into their looks as poffible* On ^p* 
proaching near him, fome waved their rufty 
blades over his head, then gently laid them 

c upon 
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gether in horrid concert. They next brought 
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their mu fleets, and piled them tip in heap* *# 
his feet, &c. &c." 

With all this feemirtg fbry and afie&edf 
Bravery, however, I fufpeft that they are lor 
befoty die whites w pergonal valour. Their 
mode df fighting in real war, is a fyftem of 
ftratagem, bufh~fighting r and amhufcade. I 
will not; indeed* affirm that fuch* a fyfteitt 
alone, though it delays no proof of courage^ 
is absolutely evidence to the eontrary. I be- 
lieve it is the natural mode of attack and de- 
fence, and that the practice of dpea war£* 
among civilized nations,, is* artificial and ac- 
quired. It is father frorrt their abominable a»d 
habitual cruelty to their captives, and, above 
all,, to womeft and children, and from thcr 
fhameful and fhockirig enormities which thejr 
pra&ife on the dead bodies of their enemies^ 
that I infer the deficiency of the Maroons, in* 
the virtue of true courage. In their treat- 
ment of fugitive flaves, they manifefe & 
blood-thirftinefs of difpofition, which is 
otherwife unaccountable y for, although their* 
Vigilance is ftimulated by the profpedt of in- 
ward, 
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torafd, they ban have no poffible motives of 
Jrevehge or milice towards the unfortunate ob- 
jects of their purfuit : yet it is notoriously 
true, that th6y wifh for nothing more than a 
preterice to put the poor wretches to death? 
frequently maimiiig them without provoca- 
tion; and> until mile-mbney was allowed by 
the legiflature, oftentimes bringing home the 
head of the fugitive, inftead of the living man % 
iriaking the plea of rfefiftance an excufe for 

theft barfaarity. 

In the yeat 1766, an occafion occurred of* 
jptrttltig the courage, fidelity, and humanity, 
of thcfe people to the teft. The Koromantyn 
flaves* in the parifh of St. Mary/ fofe into 
rebellion* and the Maroons were called 
upon> according to treaty, to co-operate in 
their fiippreffion. A party of them accord-' 
irtgly arrived at the fcenfc of action* the fecond 
or third day after the rebellion had broken 
out, TThe whites had already defeated the 
infurgehts, in a pitched battle, at Heywood- 
Hall) killed eight 6r nine of their number, 
and driven the remainder into the woods* 
The Maroons were ordered to purfiie them, 
and were promifed a certain reward for each 
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( xxxvi ) 

rebel they might kill or take priibner. They 
accordingly pufhed into the woods, and after 
rambling about for a day or two, returned 
with a collection of human ears,, which they 
pretended to have cut off from the heads of 
rebels they had (Iain in battle, the particular* 
of which they minutely related. Their re- 
port was believed, and they received the 
money ftipulated to be paid them ; yet it was 
afterwards found that they had not killed a 
man; that no engagement had taken place,. 
and that the ears which they had produced, 
had been fevered from the dead bodies which 
had lain unburied at Hey wood- Hall. 

Some few days after this, as the Maroons,, 
and a detachment of the 74th regiment, were 
Rationed at a folitary place, furrounded by 
deep woods, called Downs's Cove, they were 
Suddenly attacked in the middle of the night 
by the rebels. The centinels were fhot, and 
the huts in which the foldiers were lodged,, 
were fet on fire The light of the flames, 
while it expofed the troops* ferved to conceal 
the rebels, who poured in a fhower of muf- 
quetry from all quarters, and many of the 
foldiers were flain. Major Forfyth, who 
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commanded the detachment, formed his 
men into a fquare, and by keeping tip a briflc 
fire from "all fides, at length compelled the 
enemy to retire. During the whole of this 
affair the Maroons were not to be found, and 
Forfytfc, for fome time, fufpedked that they 
were themfelves the aflailants. It was 
difcovered, however, that immediately on 
the attack, the whole body of them had 
thrown themfelves flat on the ground, and 
continued in that pofition until the rebels 
retreated, without firing or receiving a 
fhot. 

A party of them, however, had afterwards 
the merit (a merit of which they loudly 
boafted) of killing the leader of the rebels. 
He was a young negro of the Koromantyn 
nation, named Taekey* and it was faid had 
been of free condition, and even a chieftain, 
in Africa. This unfortunate man, having 
feen moft of his companions flaughtered, was 
difcovered wandering. ia the woods without 
arms or clothing, and was immediatly pur- 
fued by the Maroons, in full cry. The ^hafe 
was of no long duration ; he was fhot through 
the head; and it is painful to relate, butun- 

c 3 queftionably 
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queftionably true, that: \kis favage purfuef*, 
having decollated the body, in order to prefcryc 
the head as the trophy of vi&ory, roafied #nd 
aStually devoured the heart and tn trails of f he 
npretQbed viSim ! * 

The mifcondud of thefe people in this re- 
bellion, whether proceeding from cowardice 
or treachery, was, however, overlooked t Li«? 
ving fecluded from the reft of the community, 
they were fuppofed to have no knowledge of 
the rules and reflraintsjto which all other clafia; 
pf the inhabitants were fubjedt ; and the vigi- 
lance t>f juftice (notwxthftanding what; has 
recently happened) feldom pprfued them, 
even for offences of the moft atrocious 
nature. 

In truth, it always feemed to me, that the 
whites in general entertained an opinipn of the 

* The circumftances that I h?ve related concerning the 
eondu& of the Maroons, in the rebellion t>f 1760, are 
partly founded on my own knowledge and perfonal obfer- 
yationattbe time (having beenjmyfelf prefent;) or firm 
the teftimopy of eye witnefles, men of character and pro? 
t>ity. The (hocking faft laft mentioned was attefted by 
feveral white people, and was not attempted to be denied or 
^concealed by {he Maroons themfelves. They feemed ia« 
gee/} tQ make it the fabjeft of boafting and triumph. 

ufe- 
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trfefirlnefs cff the Maroons* which no part of 
their condud, at any one period, confirmed* 
*— Pofii'bly their perfbna! appearance contri- 
buted^ in forae degree, topreferve the dcfrifion; 
for, favage as they were in manners and cttf- 
pofition, their mode of living and daily pur- 
suits undoubtedly ftrengtheaed the frame, and 
Served to exalt them to great bodily perfec- 
tion. Such fine perfons are feldom beheld 
among any other clafs of African or native 
blacks. Their demeanour is lofty, their walk 
iirm, and their perfons ercfit. Every motion 
difplay s a combination of ftrength acid agi- 
lity. The mufcles (neither hidden nor de- 
prefled by clothing) are very prominent, and 
ftrongly marked* Their fight withal is won- 
derfully acute, and their hearing remarkably 
quick. Thefe chara&erifticks, however, are 
common, I believe, to all favage nations, in 
warm and temperate climates ; and, like other 
lavages, the Maroons have thofe fenfes only 
perfect, which are kept in conftant cxercife. 
Their fmell is obtufe, and their tafte {o de- 
depraved, that I have feen them drink new 
rum frefti from the ftill, in preference to 
wine which I offered them ; and I remem- 
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bcr, at a great feftival in one of their towns, 
which I attended, that their higheft luxury, 
in point of food, wa$ fome rotten beef which 
had been originally faked in Ireland, and wast 
probably prefented to them, by fome perfbh 
who knew their tafte, becaufe it was putrid. 
. Such was the fitnation of the Maroon Nc-» 
groes of Jamaica, previous to their late re-e 
yolt; and the picture which I have drawn 
pf thei? chara&er and manners, was deline** 
fited from the life, after long experience and 
obfervatipn. Of that revolt I fhall now 
propeed .to defpribe the caufe, progrefs, and 
termination ; and, if I know jnyfelf* withput 
partiality qf prejudicQ *• 

* It fhould not be omitted, that of late years a pra&ice 
has univerfally prevailed among the Maroons (in imitation 
of the other free blacks) of attaching themfelves to differ- 
ent families among the Engltfh ; and defiqng gentlemen of 
confideration to allow the Maroon children to bear their 
names. Montague James, John Palmer, Tharp, Jarrett* 
Parkinfon, Shirley, White, and many others, are names 
adopted in this way ; and I think great advantages might b$ 
derived from it if properly improved. 
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SECTION III. 

\^Tn the month of July 1795, two Matoons, 
from Trelawney-Town, having committed 
a felony in ftealing fome pigs, were apprehend* 
ed, fcnt to Montego Bay, and there tried for 
the offence according to law. Having been 
found guilty by the jury, the magiftrates or*. 
dered each of them to receive thirty-nine 
kibes on the bare ba<»k. ^ The fentence was 

whipped 

>y the black overfeer of 

the workhoufe negroes; the perfon whofe 

* 

office it is to in Aid puniftiment on fuch occa- 
sions. The offenders were then immediately 
difchargedj and they went off, with fome of 
their companions, abufing and infulting jf^ery 
white perfon whom they met in the road. 

On their return to Trelawney-Town, and 
giving an account of what had paffed, the 
whole body of Maroons immediately aflem- 
bled ; and after violent debates and alterca- 
tions among themfelves, a party of them re- 
paired to Captain Crafkell, the fuperinten- 
jdant, and ordered him, in the name of the 

whole, 
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whole, to quit the town forthwith, under 
pain of death. He retired to VaughanV 
field, a plantation in the neighbourhood ; and 
exerted hkn&lf* by friendly merges and 
atherwife, to pacify the Maroons ; but with- 
out effcGt. They fent a written defiance to 
the magiftrates of Montego Bay, declaring 
their intention to meet the white people ia 
£rm$, and threatening to attack the town on 
the aoth of that month (July). In the 
mean while an attempt was made on Cap- 
tain Crafkell's life, and he very narrawly 
efcaped. 

Alarmed by the receipt of this letter, and 
the intelligence which was received of the 
temper and difpofition of the Maroons, the 
magistrates applied to General Palmer, re- 
quefting him to call out the" militia; which 
was done ; and the General fent an exprefs 
to the Earl of Balcarres, in Spanifh-Town, 
praying his Lordfhip to fend down a detach* 
naent of the Jamaica dragoons. Eighty men 
were accordingly fent, well accoutred and 
mounted. 

The militia aflembledon the 19th of July, 

to the number of four hundred ; and while 

8 they 



they were waiting for orders, one of the 
Maroons, armed with a lance ? made his ap- 
pearance, and informed the commanding 
pffiper, that they wiflied to have a cpnfereijce 
in Trel*wney-Town, with John Tharp, Efq, 
(the Cu#o$ and Chief Magiftrate of Tre«? 
iawney) Meffrs. Stewart and Hodges, the 
Members in the Affembly, a#djarvi$ GaW 
limpre, £fq. Colonel pi the Militia. 

As this meflage feemed to manifeft a dif- 
inclination, on the part of the chief body of 
the Maroqns, to proceed to hostilities, the 
gentlemen abpve named very readily accepted 
the invitation, and proceeded to the town the 
jiext day (the 20th). They were accompa- 
nied by Colonel Thomas Reed, of the St. 
James's militia, a very diftinguifhed and gal- 
lant officer, and a man of the higheft ho- 
nour and character, by other perfons of con- 
fideration $ and alio by Major James, whofe 
fon had formerly adted $s fuperintendant of 
the town, who was fcimfelf fuperintendapt- 
jgeneral of all the Maroon towns in the ifland, 
and was fuppofed to have more weight and 
to pofiefs greater influence with the Maroons, 
than any other man in the country, 

The 
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The Maroons received them under arms. 
There appeared about three hundred able 
men, all of whom had painted their feces for 
battle, and feemed ready for adtion 5 and they 
behaved with fo much infolence, that the 
gentlemen were at firft exceedingly alarmed 
for their own fafety. A conference however 
ttiftied ; in which it was obfervable that the 
Maroons complained — not of the injuftice or 
feverity of the punifhment which had been 
inflifted on two of their companions ; but—of 
the difgrace which they infifted the magi- 
strates of Montego Bay had put on their 
whole body, by ordering the punifhment to 
he inflided in the workhoufe by the black 
oveflfeeror driver, and in the prefence of fugi- 
tive and felon negroeflaves, many of whom they 
had themfelves apprehended*. They con- 
cluded by demanding reparation for this in- 
dignity; an addition to the lands they pof- 

• It certainly is to be wiihed, that fome little attention bad 
been paid, by the magiftrates, to the pride or the prejudices of 
•the Maroons in this refpecl. The law however is wholly filent 
on this head, and the court had a right to exercife its discretion. 
The punifhment, and the mode of adminiftring it, were.ftriclly 
legal ; and a white offender in a Similar cafe would a have been 
whipped by the fame man/ . r - v 

fcfled, 
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fefledi the difiniifion* of Capt< Crafkell, and 
the appointment of Mr. James, their fprmer 
iuperintendant. ...:., 

The gentlemen had certainly nq authority 
to agree to any of thefe requifition&j they 
promifed however to ftate their grievances 
to the commander in chief, and . to recoup 
mend to the legillature to grant them an ad- 
dition of lane}. In the meanwhile, they afr. 
fured the Maroons they would requeft the 
Gpyernor to provide otherwife for Capt. 
Cralkill their fuperirrtendant, and to re-ap-, 
point in his room their favourite Mr. James* 
With thefe aflurances the Maroons feemed: 
pacified, and declared they had i^othing further, 
to afk ; and the gentlemen, having diftributed 
a confiderable fum of money amongfi them, 
returned to Montego Bay. 

It foon appeared however, that the Ma^ 
roons, in defiring this conference, were ac- 
tuated folely by motives of treachery. They 
were apprized that a fleet of 150 fhip* 
was to fail for Great Britain on the morn- 
ing of the 26th; and they knew that 
very few Britifli troops remained in the 
Ifland, except the 83d regiment, and that 
this very regiment was, at that jun&ure, 

under 
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iihder ' orders to embark for St. Dotoiiigo i 
they hoped, therefore, by the fpecious and 
dclufive appearance of de firing a conference* 
to quiet fiifpicion, until the July fleet tvas 
failed, and the regulars fairly departed ♦ In 
the meanwhile* they pleafed thcmfelves with 
the hope of prevailing on the negroe flaves 
throughout the Ifland to join them ; and hf 
riling in a mafs, to enable them to extermi- 
nate the whites at a blow* 

The very day the conference was held* thejf 
began tampering with the negroes on the nu*\ 
merous and extenfive plantations in the neigh- 
bourhood of Montego Bay** Onfomeofthefe 
plantations their emiflaries w^re cordially, 
received and fecreted : on others, the ftaves : 
themfelves voluntarily apprized their over- 
feers, that the Maroons were endeavouring ta 
feduce them from their allegiance. Infor- 
mation of this nature was tranfmitted froni 
many refpedtable quarters 3 but moft of the* 
gentlemen who had vifited the Maroons on 
the 2dth, were fo confident of their fidelity 
and affeftion, that the Governor* difbelievin£ 

* Trelawney Town is fituated wphin 20 miles of the tofo* 
aid harbour of Montego Bay* 

the 
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let the troops embark as originally intended,, 
and they a&ually (ailed from Port Royal on 
the morning of the 29th, under convoy of the 
Succefs Frigate. 

In the courfe of that, and the two fuc- 
eeeding days, however, fuch intelligence was 
received at the King's houfe,as left no poffible 
toom to doubt the treachery of xhe&faitbftd 
and affectionate people \ and the Earl of Bal-» 
carres, with that promptitude and decifion 
which difiingudfh his character, determined ort 
a line of conduct adapted to the importance of 
the eccafion. The courfe from Port Royal 
to St. Domingo (as the reader is perhaps in- 
formed) is altogether againft the wind, and 
there is fometimes a ftrong lee current j as was 
fortunately the cafe at this juncture. Thefe 
were favourable circumftances, ami afforded 
the Governor room to hope that the tranf- 
ports which conveyed the troops might pof- 
fibly be overtaken at fea, by a faft failing 
boat, from the eaft end of the ifland, furnifh- 
ed with oars for rowing in the night. His 
Lordfhip was not miftaken* the boat which 
was provided came up with them on the 2d 
of Auguftj off the north-eaft end of Jamaica,, 

and 
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and delivered orders to Captain Pigot of ike 
Succefs, forthwith to change his eourfe* and 
proceed with the tranfports down the north 
fide of the Ifland to Montego Bay. Captain 
Pigot immediately obeyed ; and by this happy 
accident the country was faved. 

The 83d regiment, confiding of upwards 
of one thoufand effe&ive men, commanded by 
Colonel Fitch, landed at Montego Bay on 
Tuefday the 4th of Auguft. At this moment* 
although the Militia of this part of the coun-* 

« 

try were under arms, and had been joined by 
the detachment of light dragoons, the utmoft 
anxiety was yifible in every countenance* 
The July fleet was failed; and the certainty 
that the Maroons had colle&ed great quarn 
tities of arms and ammunition, and that 
they had been tampering with the flaves, 
and the uncertainty of the fuccefs and ex- 
tent of their machinations, had caft a gloon* 
on the face of every man ; and while rumours 
of plots and confpiracies diflradted the minds 
of the ignorant, many among the moffc 
thoughtful and confiderate, anticipated all the 
horrors of St. Domingo, and in imagination 
already beheld their houfes and plantations in 
flames, and their wives and children bleeding 

under 
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tirtder tlje fwords of the moft mercilefs df 
aflaffins. 

The fudden and unexpe&ed arrival of fo 
powerful a reinforcement, in the moft critical 
moment, immediately changed the fcene. 
But further meafures were adopted. By the 
advice, of a council of war, compofed chiefly of 
members of the Aflembly, the Governor put 
the whole Illand under martial law. A further 
reinforcement of 1 30 well mounted dragoon* 
under thev command of Colonel Sandfbrd, and 
a detachment of 100 men of the 6zd regi- 
ment, were fent down on the 3d : Colonel Wal- 
pole, with 1 50 difmounted dragoons, embarked 
at the fame time for Black River, to command 
the forces in St. Elizabeth and Weftmoreland, 
and oh the morning of the 4th, the Governor 
himfclf left Spanifh Town for Montego Bay 1 
determined to command on the fcene of 
a&ion in perfon. 

The reader will eafily conceive, that mea- 
fures of fuch extent and magnitude were not 
adopted folely in the belief that the Maroons 
alone were concerned. It muft be repeated,- 
that the moft certain and abundant proofs had 
been tranfinitted to the commander in chief, 
■■••■"■ d of 



( 1 ) 

of their attempts to create a general revolt of 
the enflaved negroes, and it was impofJiirtc to 
forefee the refult. The Situation of the ftaves, 
under prevailing circumftances, required the 
mod ferious attention. With the recent example 
before their eyes of the dreadful infiirreftion 
in St. Domingo, they had been accuftomed* 
for the preceding feven years, to hear erf no- 
thing but Mr. Wilberforce, aad his efibirts tx> 
ferve them in Great Britain. Means of informa- 
tion were not wanting. Inftru&ors were con- 
ftantly found among the black fervants conti- 
nually returning from England; and I have not 
the fmalleft doubt that the negroes on every 
plantation i& the Weft Indies, were taught to 
believe that their mafters were generally cot** 
fidered in the mother country, as a fct of 
odious and abominable mifcreants, whom it 
was laudable to maffacre 1 The Society in the:* 
Old Jewry had made no fcruple to avow this 
dodtrine ift its fulleft extent, by caufing pam- 
phlets to be distributed among fuch of the nc-. 
groes as could read, and medals among fuch of. 
them as could not, to apprize them of the 
wretchednefs of their Situation, and to aflore 
them, in languag'e and tokens well fuited tan 

their 
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their capacity, that infurreBion was their iuty% 
and that no cruelties, which they ftould commit in 
the exercife offuch a duty, could be conjidered as 
criminal*. 

* 

* Haying mentioned the name of a Very refpeclable gen* 
tleman (Mr. Wilberforce) I think it my duty to declare, that 
I very fincerely acquit him of any fuch atrocious wiflies or 
intentions a^ I have imputed to the Society in the Old Jewry* 
With regard to this Society* notwithstanding their publick 
declaration, that their efforts were meant only to put a period 
to the Slave Trade, and by no means to interfere with the 
afiual condition of the enflaved negroes already in the plan-* 
tations, I do aver, that they purfued a line of condudfc di* 
fe&ly and immediately repugnant and contradiftory to their 
own profeflions. In many of tue pamphlets and traces' 
which they caufed to be difiributed throughout the Sugaf 
Colonies, arguments are exprefsly adduced, in language 
which cannot be mifunderftood, to urge the negroes to rife 
into rebellion, and murder their mafters; In one of thofe* 
pamphlets, entitled, A Letter to Granville Sharpe, Efq. from 
the Rev. Percival Stockdale, the reverend writer, after 
pouring forth his earneft prayers for a fpeedy infurre&ion of 
the enflaved negroes throughout the Britifh Weft Indies, 
exclaims as follows! " Should we not-^pprove their con- 
<c duftin their violence ? Should we not crown it with eu- 
w logium, if they exterminate their tyrants with fire and* 
<c fword ? Should they even deliberately infliSf the moft ex» 
<c quijtte tortures on thofe tyrants, would they not be excufable, 
u &c. &c." Thir, and much more to the fame purpofe, is 
the language of a chriftian divine, addrefTed to Granville 
Sharp ; yet I do not hear that either he, or Mr. Sharp, is in 
Bedlam ! 

d2 The 
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The wifdom, decifion, and adHvity of the 
Earl of Balcarres, on the prefent occafion, de- 
feated all the projects, and rendered abortive 
all the hopes of thefe peflilent reformers. 
The effed: of his Lordlhip's condu A thence- 
forward, on the minds of the enflaved negroes 
throughout the whole country, was wonder- 
ful. Submiflion, tranquillity, and good order 
prevailed univerfally among them. The cir- 
cumftance attending the return of the 8 jd re- 
giment, induced them to believe that Heaven 

« 

itfelf had declared in favour of the Whites* 
and that all attempts at refinance were not 
only unavailing, bat impious. 

The Maroons themfelves became divided in 
their councils. Many of the did and experi- 
enced among them, even in Trdawney Town,; 
the head quarters of fedition, recommended 
peace $ and advifed their companions to poft- 
pone their vengeance to a better opportunity $ 
and the whole of the Acompong people de- 
clared in favour of the Whites. It was deter ~ 
mined, however, by a very great majority of 
the Trelawney Maroons, t? fight the Bucras 
(meaning the white people). This was their 
expreflion. The violent councils of the 

younger 
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younger part of their community prevailed * 
moft of whom were inflamed, with, a degree 
of favage fury againft the Whites, which fet at 
nought all confederations of prudence, policy, 
and humanity. 

The Commander in chief, however, previous 
to any hoftile movement, determined to try 
once more to effect an accommodation. As it 
was evident the Maroons confulted fome per- 
fon who could read and write, his Lordfhip, on 
the 8 th of Auguft, fent into their town a writ- 
ten rrieflage or fummons in the following 
words : . ■ 

/ 

To the Maroons ofTrelawney Town. 

» * 

" You have entered into a moft unprovoked, 
ungrateful, and moft dangerous rebellion. 

" You have driven away your fuperinten* 
dant, placed over you by the laws of this 
country, 

" You have treated him, your Commander* 
with indignity and contempt. You have en- 
deavoured to maffacre him. 

" You have put the Magiftrates of the 
country, and all the white people, at. defiance. 

d 3 « You 






X Ivi ) 

declared, that, with regard to the reft of the 
town, they were determined on war. €€ The 
devil, they faid, bad got into tbem" and no- 
thing but fuperiority of force would bring 
them to reafon. 

Two of the thirty-eight were, however, 
fent back to try, for the laft time, if perfua- ' 
fion would avail ; but they were detained by 
the reft, who, having fecreted their women 
and children, pajfed the Rubicon the enfuing 
night, by fetting fire themfelves to their town, 
.and commencing hoftilities on the outpofts of 
the army. The attack fell chiefly on the St. 
James's company of free people of colour, of ^ 
whom two were killed and fix* wounded : ana 
thus began this unfortunate war. 

The Maroons immediately afterwards af- 
fembled in a body, near a fmall village which 
was called their New Town, behind which 
were their provifion grounds.— —On the 
afternoon of the 1 2t£, orders were given to 
Lieutenant Colonel Sandford to march with 
a detachment of the 1 8th and 20th dragoons, 
and a party of the horfe militia, and take 
pofleffion of thofe grounds the fame evening $ 
it being the Governor's intention to attack 

the 
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the Maroons at the lame time, in front. Co- 
lonel Sandford proceeded accordingly, accom- 
panied by a body of volunteers ; but having been 
informed that the Maroons had retired to the 
ruins of their old town, he was perfuaded, inftead 
of waiting at his poft for farther orders from 
the Governor, to proceed beyond his limits, and 
to pufh after the enemy ; a moft unfortunate 
and fatal determination, to which this gallant 
officer, and many valuable men, fell a facri- 
fice. The retreat of the Maroons from the 
New Town, was a feint to draw the whites 
into an ambufcade, which unfortunately fuc- 
ceeded. The road between the new and old oat** 
towns was very bad and very narrow; and' 7 ", 
the troops had marched about half way, the /* 
regulars in front, the militia in the centre, 
and the volunteers in the rear, when a heavy 
fire enfued from the bufhes. Colonel Sand- 
ford was among the firft that fell, and witfc . . 
him perMhed Quarter Matter M'Bride, fi* ' 
privates of the zoth, and eight of the 18 th 
light dragoons. Of the militia, thirteen were 
{lain outright, and, among the reft, the com- 
manding officer, Colonel Gallimore ; eight of 
the volunteers alfo were killed, and many of all ; 

description* -> - 
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j,. defcriptions wounded. The troops, however, 






pufhed forward, and drove the Maroons from 

their hiding places, and after a night of ua- 

/>/,< <•-■*/> pafalleled hardfhip, the furvivors got back to 

Vaughan's- field in the morning, and brought 
.with them moil of their wounded com- 
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" . //J. Thus terminated this di&ftrous and bloody 

£ conflid: ; in which it was never known with 

* .certainty, that a fingle Maroon loft his life. 

Their triumph therefore was great, and many 

of the bed informed among the planters, in 

confequence of it, again anticipated the moft 

dreadful impending calamities. So general 

was the alarm, that the Governor thought it 

neceffary, in a proclamation which he iffued 

• Among the officers of the Militia who efcaped on this 
©ccafion, was my late excellent and lamented friend George 
Goodin Barrett He was attended on that day by a favourite 
Negro Servant ; of whom it is related that, during the firft 
attack, perceiving a Maroon from behind a tree prefent his 
gun at his beloved raafter, he inftantly rufhed forward to 
protect him, by interpofing his own perfon ; and a&ually re- 
ceived the (hot in his breaft. I rejoice to add, that the 
wound was not mortal, and that the poor fellow has been 
rewarded as he deferved, for fuch.an inftance of heroic 
fidelity as hiftory has feldom recorded. Yet this man was, 
what is called, a Slave. 

on 
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on the occafion, to make publick the orders he 
had given to Colonel Sandford, and to declare 
in exprefs terms, that if the detachment under 
that officer's command had remained at the 
poft which he was directed to occupy, the Ma- 
roo$s, in all probability, would have been 
compelled to furrender themfelves prifoners of 
war, " Soldiers will learn from this fatal 
leflbn (adds his Lordfhip moft truly) the in- 
diijpenfible neceflity of ftri&ly adhering to 
orders. An excefs of ardour is often as pre- 
judicial to the accomplifhment of any mili- 
tary enterprize, as cowardice >tfel£"— Th^^^,./ r< 
truth was, that the whole detachment held/*//"/*. 
the enemy in too great contempt. They " "' 
marched forth in the confidence of qertaia 
vidtpry, and never having had any experience 
of the Maroons mode of fighting difregarded 
the advice of fome faithful negro attendants, 
who apprized them of it. Happijy the p lali? of 
people on whom the Maroons j- elied for fup- 
port remained peaceably difpofed ; nor did'aa 
inftance occur to raife a doubt of their conti- 
nuing to do fo. 

By the death of Sandford, the command* 
in the Governor's abfence, devolved on Co- 
Jpnel Fitch* an officer whofe general deports 

went 
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mcnt and character excited great expectation; 
but the Maroons found means to elude his 
vigilance. They had now eftablifhed their head 
quarters at a place in the interior country, 
of moft difficult accefs, called the Cockpits \ 
a fort of valley or dell, furrounded by fteep 
precipices and broken rocks, and by mountains 
of prodigious height; in the caverns of which 
they had fecreted their women and children, 
and depofited their ammunition. From this 
retreat (almofl inacceflible to any but them- 
felves) they fent out fmall parties of their 
ablefl: and moft enterprizing young men, 
fome of which were employed in prowling 
about the country in fearch of provifions, and 
others in fetting fire by night to fuch houfes 
and plantations as were unprovided with a 
fufficient guard. In the beginning of Sep- 
tember, they burnt the habitation and fettle- 
ment of Mr. George Gordon, called Ken- 
mure $ and foon afterwards the dwelling 
houfe and buildings of a coffee plantation 
called Lapland ; the proprietor too fuftained 
the ftill greater lofs of thirty valuable negroes, 
whom the Maroons compelled to go with 
them, loaden with plunder. Another plan- 
tation, 
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jtation, called Catadupa, was deftroyed by 

| them in the fame manner, and ten of the 

j negroes carried off. About the fame 'time, 

. they burnt the property of John Shand, Efq. 

a fettlement belonging to Meflrs. Stevens and 

Bernard, a plantation called Bandon, a houfe 

of a Mr. Lewis, and various others. 

At fome of thefe places feveral white people 
unfortunately fell into their hands, all of whom / 
were murdered in cold blood, without any, 
diftinftion of fex, or regard to age. Even 
women in childbed, and infants at the breaft, 
were alike indifcriminately flaughtered by this . 
favage enemy ; and the fhrieks of the mifera-* 
ble vidims,, which were diftin&ly heard at the 
pofts of the Britifh detachments, frequently, 
conveyed the firft notice, that the Maroons 
were in the neighbourhood. 

The fate of Mr. Gowdie, a refpe&able and 
venerable planter, who lived within a few miles, 
of Trelawney Town, was remarkable. This 
gentleman, having a better opinion of the 
Maroons than they deferved, had employed 
one of their chief men to a£ as the overfeec 
or fuperintendant of his plantation, whom he 
treated with lingular kindnefs, and allowed 

him 
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him the fame wages as would have been paid 
to a white perfon in the fame capacity. Al- 
though, on the commencement of hoftilities, 
this man had joined the infurgents, Mr. Gow- 
die continued to place a fatal dependance on 
his fidelity, and was induced to vifit his own 
plantation, as often as his necefTary attendance 
cm military duty would allow. He had the 
moft perfect confidence that his Maroon 
oveffeef Would interfere to protedt him from 
danger; yet did this barbarous villain comehim- 
fMtf to the houfe of his benefaftor, at the head of 
a band of favages, and having coolly informed 
Mr. Gowdie, that the Maroons had taken an 
oath, after their manner, to murder all the 
whites without diftindfion, he maflacred both 
him and his nephew (the only white perfon 
with him) without compunction or remorfe. 

But, perhaps, no one circumftance in the 
cotiffe of this moft unfortunate war excited 
greater indignation, or awakened more gene- 
ral fympathy, than the death of Colonel Fitch,, 
who, notwithftanding the recent example of 
Colonel Sandford's fate, perifhed nearly in the 
fame manner as that unfortunate officer had 
done ; being like him furprifed by an enemy 

in 
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in ambufh. On the 1 2th of September, he- 
went out with a detachment of the 8 3d regi- 
ment, confifting of thirty-two men, to re- 
lieve fbme diHant out-pofts ; at one of which 
he left a guard, and proceeded onwards witb 
the reft of his men ; but after getting about 
half a mile further, he was attacked by at 
volley of mufquetry from the bufhes, and re- 
ceived a wound in the brcaft, with which he 
dropt. After expreffing a wifh, and receiving; 
afitif ances, that he £hould not fall alive into 
the/hands of the mercilefs favages, he raffed 
hitfifclf up, when another ball took place in 
hh forehead, which inftantly put an enct tt» 
his life, A corporal and three privates of the 7 
$3& and two negro fervants, were alfo killed** 
a$d Captain Leigh and nine of the party 
Wounded ; and if the guard, which had been 
left behind, had not pufhed forward: to their 
sffiftance* immediately on hearing the firing, 
aot ome of the whole detachment wouldhavc? 
^leaped with life ; two of them aftuafly fell 
inter the hands of the enemy, and; were put 
to death with circumftances ofoutrageous , 
barbarity, and Captain Leigh afteri^trds died': 
of his wounds. The misfortune of this day 

was 
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was aggravated too by a circumftance, which, 
though fliocking to relate, muft not be omit- 
ted, as it ftrongly marks the bafe and fero- 
cious charadter of the Maroons. When the 
remains of Colonel Fitch were found, a day. 
or two afterwards, by a party fent to give 
them the rites of fepulture, it was . per-* 
ceived that the head had been feparated from 
the body, and was entombed in the ill-fated 
officer's own bowels I 

It now * became evident, that it would 
prove a work of greater difficulty, than was 
imagined, to ftop the depredations which were 
daily and hourly committed by this horde of 
favages, and it was allowed that extraordinary 
meafures were neceflary to counterad: their 
conftant pra&ice of planting ambufhes. Nei- 
ther the courage nor conduct of the beft dif- 
ciplined troops in the world could always avail 
againft men, who, lurking in fecret like the 
tygers of Africa, (themfelves unfeen) had no 
objedt but murder. The legiflative bodies of 
the ifland were foon to meet, and the hopes 
of the whole community rejfted on their 
councils. 

SEC 
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TH E General Aflembly was converted 
the latter end of September, and their 
firft deliberations were directed to the fub- 
jedl of tKe Mardon rebellion; with a fblicitude 
fequal to its importance: On this occafion it 
was natural to recur to the experience of 
former times, and enquire into the meafures 
that had been fuccefsfully adopted In the long 
ilnd Bloody war, which, previous to the treaty 
of 1738, had l>een carried on againft the 
fame enemy^ The expedient which had then 
been reforted to; of employing dogs to difcover 
the concealment of the Maroons, and prevent 
the fatal efre&s which refiilted from their mode 
bf fighting in ambiifcadS, was recommended as 
k fit example to be f blldwed hi the prefenfc 
fconjunfture ; and it being known that the 
Spanifh Americans pofleffed a certain fpecies 
of thofe animals; which it was judged would 
be proper for fuch a fervice, the Aflembly 
Tefolved to fend to the iflarid of Cuba foir 
one hundred of them^ and to Engage a fuf- 

t ficjent 



( lxvi ) 

ficient number of the Spanifli hunt/men, fcf 
attend and direct their operations. The era-» 
ployment to which thefe dogs are generally 
put by the Spaniards, is the purfuit of wild 
bullocks, which they (laughter for the hides j 
and the great ufe of the dog is to drive the 
cattle from fuch heights and recefles in the 
mountainous parts of the country, as are leaft 
acceflible to the hunters, 

The Aflembly were not unapprized that 
the meafure of calling in fuch auxiliaries, and 
urging the canine fpecies to the purfuit of 
human beings, would probably give rife to 
much obfervation and animadveriion in the 
mother country. Painful experience on other 
occalions, had taught them, that their con- 
duct in the prefent cafe, would be fcrutinized 
with all the rigid and jealous circumfpedtion, 
which ignorance and hatred, and envy and 
malice, and pretended humanity, and fanati- 
cifm, could exercife. The horrible enormi- 
ties of the Spaniards in the conqueft of thp 
new world, would be brought again to re- 
membrance. It is mournfully true, that dogs 
were ufed by thofe chriftian barbarians againft 
peaceful and inoffenfive Americans, and the 

juft. 
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juft indignation of all mankind has ever fince 
branded, and will continue to brand, the 
Spanifh nation with infamy, for fuch atroci- 
ties • It was forefeen, and ftrongly urged as 
an argument againft recurring to the fame 
weapon iri the prefent cafe, that the preju- 
dices of party, and the virulent zeal of reftlefs 

• and turbulent men, would place the proceed- 
ings of the AfTembly on this occafion, in a 

' point of view equally odious with the con- 
dud: of Spain on the fame blood-ftained thea- 
tre, in times paft. No reafpnable allowance 
would be made' for the wide difference ex- 
iting between the two cafes. Some gentle- 
men even thought that the co-operation of 
dogs with Britifh troops, would give not 
only a cruel, but alfo a very daftardly com- 
plexion to the proceedings of government. 

To thefe, and fimilar, objections it was an- 
fwered, that the fafety of the ifland, and the 
lives of the inhabitants were not to be facrificed 
to the appreheniion of perverfe mifconftruc- 
tion or wilful mifreprefentation in the mother 
country. It was maintained that the grounds of 
the meafure needed only to be fully examined 
into, and fairly ftated, to induce all reafonable 

e 2 mea 
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men to admit its propriety and neceffity. Tfa 
hold it as a principle, that it is an a6t of cruelty 
or cowardice in man to employ other animals 
as instruments of war* is a pofition contradi&ed 
by the praftice of all nations.-— The Afiaticks 
have ever ufed elephants in their battles ; and 
if lions and tygers poffeffed the docility of 
the elephant, no one can doubt that thefe 
alfo would be made to affift the military ope- 
rations of man, in thofe regions of which they 
are inhabitants. Even die ufe of cavalry, as 
eftablifhed among the mod civilized andpolifli- 
ed nations of Europe, muft be rejedted^ if this 
principle be admitted ; for wherein, it war 
afked, does the humanity of that dodhine 
confift, which allows the employment of 
troops of horfe in the purfuit of difcomfitted 
and flying infantry j yet fhrinks at the pre- 
ventive meafure of (paring, the ef&fion of 
human blood, by tracing with hounds the* 
haunts of murderers, and roufing from am- 
bufh, favages more ferocious and blood-thirfly 
than the animals which track them ? 

The merits of the queftion, it was faidy 
depended altogether on the origin and caufc 
of the war; and the objefts fought to be ob- 
tained by its continuance ; and the authority 

of 
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*>f the firft writers on publick law, was ad- 
duced in fupport of this conftrudtion. " If 
the caufe and end of war (fays Paley *) bs 
justifiable, all the means that appear necef- 
fary to that end are juftifiable alfp* This 
is the principle which defends thofe extremi- 
ties to which the violence of war ufually pro- 
ceeds; for fince vyar is a conteft by force 
between parties who acknowledge no com- 
mon fuperior, and fince it includes not in its 
idea the fiippofition of any convention which 
fhould place limits to the operations of force, 
it has naturally no boundary but that in which, 
force terminates ; the deftrudtion of the life 
againft which the force is diredted." It was 
allowed (with the fame author) that gratuitous 
barbarities borrow no excufe from the licence 
of war, of which kind is every cruelty and 
every infult that ferves only to exafperate the 
fufferings, or to incenfe the hatred of an ene- 
my, without weakening his jftrength, or in 
any manner tending to procure his fubmif- 
fion j fuch as the flaughter of captives, the 
fubjeding them to indignities or torture, the 

* Vol. \u p. 417* 
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violation of women, and in general the de- 
ftrudtion or defacing of works that conduce 
nothing to annoyance or defence, Thefe enor- 
mities are prohibited not only by the pracflice 
of civilized nations, but by the law of nature 
itfelf ; as having no proper tendency to accele- 
rate! the termination, or accompliih the objeft 
of the war ; and as containing that which in 
peace and war is equally unjuitifiable, namely, 
ultimate and gratuitous mifchitf. Now all thefe 
Very enormities were pradtifed, not by the 
Whites againft the Maroons, but by the Ma- 
roons themfelves againft the Whites. * Hu* 
manity therefore, it was faid, was ho way 
concerned in the fort of expedient that was 
propofed, or any other, by which fuch an 
enemy could moft fpeedily be extirpated. 
They were not an unarmed, innocent and de- 
fencelefs race of men, like the ancient Ameri- 
cans; but a banditti of aflaflins: and tendernefs 
towards fuch an enemy, was cruelty to all the 
reft of the community. *- 

Happily, in the interval between the deter- 
mination of the Affembly to procure the Spa- 
nifh dogs, and the adtual arrival of thofe aux- 
iliaries from Cuba, fuch meafures were pur- 
eed 
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fued as promifed to render their affiffcance al- 
together unnedeflkry.— - On the '-death of Colo- 
nel Fitch, the chief conduit of the war, in the • 
abfence of the Governor, was entrufted to * 
Major General WaTpole, an officer whofe 
indefatigable zeal and alacrity ;— whofe gal- 
lantry, circumfpeftion, and activity, in a very 
fhort time gave a new afpedt to affairs, and 
reduced the enemy to the laft extremity. AU 
though the country to which the Maroons 
retired, was perhaps the flrongeft and moft 
impracticable of any on the face of the earth, 
it was entirely deftitute of fprings and rivers. 
All the water which the rains had left in the 
hollows of the rocks was exhaufted, and the 
enemy's only reiburce was in the leaves of the 
wild-pine; a wonderful contrivance, by which 
Divine Providence has rendered the fterile and 
rocky defarts of the "torrid zone in fome degree 
habitable*; but even this refource was at 

e 4 length 

* The botanical name is Tillandfia maxima. It is not, 
properly fpeaking, a tree ; but a plant, which fixes itfelf 
and takes root on the body of a tree, commonly in the 
fork of the greater branches of the wild cotton tree. By 

the conformation of its leaves, it catches and retains wa- 

« 

ter from every fliower. Each leaf refembles a fpout, and 

forms 
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length exhausted, and the fufferings of ib$ 
rebels, for want both of water and food, were 

*»♦ ... .' .; r _. • 

exceffive. By the unremitting diligence and 

• • - • .. i- 

indefatigable exertions of the troops, all or, 
moftof the pafles to pther parts of the coun- 
try were effectually occupied; and a perfeve- 
ranee in the fame fyftem muft, it was thought, 
fbon force the enemy to an unconditional for- 
gender. 

In fpite of all thefe precautions, however, 
a rebel Captain of the name of Johnfbn, found 
means to conduit a fmall detachment of the 
Maroons into the parifh of St Elizabeth, and 
to fet fire to many of the plantations in that 
fertile diftuift. His firft attempt was againft 
the habitation of a Mr. M c Donald, whofe 
neighbour, a Mr. Haldane, together with h^ 
fcn, haftened to his afliflance. The elder 
Haldane- unfortunately fell by a mufk^t ball, 
but the fon fhot the Maroon dead that fired it, 
and carried his wounded father in his arms* to 

forms at its bafe a natural bucket or refervoir, which 
contains about a pint of pure water, where it remains' 
perfectly fecure, both from the wind and the fun j yield-' 
ing refrefhment to the thirfty traveller in places where 

water is not otherwife to be procured. 

» 
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$ place of fafety, where he happily recovered. 
—The Maroons were repulfed ; but proceed- 

• ■ 

ing to a plantation of Dr. Brooks, they burnt 
the buildings tc the ground, and killed two 
white men who oppofed them. They left 
however a white woman and her infant un- 
molefitedj and as this was the firft inftancc; 
of tendernefs (hewn by the rebels to women 
aad children, it was imputed rather to the 
confcioufnefc of their inability to continue the 
war, and the hopes of getting better terms on 
a treaty by this aft of lenity, than to any change 
in their difpofition. 

The Earl of Balcarres, as foon as the bufi- 
neft of the AfTembly would allow him to be 
abfent from the capital, repaired in perfoii 
to the fcene of a&ion, and it is impoflible to 
fpeak of his, and General Walpole's exertions, 
in terms of fufficient approbation, or to convey 
any juft idea of the fatigues and hardfhips which 
t^e troops underwent, without entering into a 
copious detail of the various enterprizes and 

ikirmifhes that enfued, and the difficulties they 

» • ■ • ♦ 

had to encounter from the nature of the coun- 

«... «. 

try. The line of operation extended upwards 

of twenty miles in length, through tradfcs and 

8 glades 
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glades of which the military term defile* gives 
no adequate conception. The caves in which 
the Maroons concealed their ammunition and 
provifions, and fecured their women and chil- 
dren were inacceflible to the Whites. The 
place called the Cockpits before mentioned, 
could be reached only by a path down a fteep 
rock 150 feet in almpil perpendicular height. 
Strange as it may appear, this obftacle was 
fprmounted by the Maroons without difficulty. 
Habituated to employ their naked feet with 
fingular effect, in climbing up trees and pre- 
cipices, they had acquired a dexterity in the 
practice, which to Britifh troops was alto- 
gether aftonifhing and wholly inimitable. On 
the other hand, all the officers and privates* 
both of the regulars and militia, from a well- 
founded confidence in their chief command- 
ers, feem to have felt a noble emulation which 
fhould moft diftinguifh themfelves for zeal in 
the caufe, obedience to orders, and a cheerful 
alacrity in pufliing forward on every fervice of 
difficulty and danger; fuftaiuing without 3, 
murmur many extraordinary hardfhips; among 
which, diftrefs for want of water, and thirft 
even to extremity, were none of the leaft. 

It 



It was eafily forefeen that a perfeverancc h\ 
the fame lir>e of condudt, rouft ultimately prove 
luccefsful; and intimations were at length re- 
ceived, by means of enflaved negroes whom 
the Maroons had forced into their fervice, and 
purpofely difmified, that they were extremely 
defirous of an accommodation, on any terms 
fhort of capital punifhment, or tranfportation 
from the country. They exprefled a willing- 
nefs, it was faid, to deliver up their arms, and 
all the fugitive flaves that had joined them, to 
furrender their lands, and intermix with the 
general body of free blacks, in fuch parts of 
thecountryas the colonial government ihoulc* 
approve. Although thefe overtures were evi- 
dently dictated by deprecation and defpair, 
it was the opinion of many wife and worthy 
men among the inhabitants, that they ought 
to be accepted; and it was faid that General 
Walpole himfelf concurred in the fame fenti- 
ment. It was urged that the war, if continu- 
ed on the only principle by which it cor. Id be 
maintained, muft be a war of extermirijuon. 
Some few of the Maroons, howevei\ weald 
probably elude the laft purfuit of vengeance ; 
and thefe would form a central point to y,hL-. h 
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the runaway negroes would refort. Thus hof» 
tilities would be perpetuated for ever $ and it 
was obferved that a fingle Maroon, in the iea- 
fon of crop, with no other weapon than a 
firebrand, might deftroy the cane fields of 
many opulent parifhes, and confume in a few 
hours, property of immenfe value. To thefc 
considerations, was to be added the vaft ex«* 
pence of continuing the war. The country 
had already expended £. 500,00$, exclufive 
ef the lofs which was fuftained by individual 
proprietors ; confequent on the removal from 
their plantations of all the white fervants, to 
attend military duty. In the meanwhile, 
cultivation was fufpended, the courts of law 
had long been fhut up ; and the ifland at large 
feemed more like a garrifon, under the power 
of the law- martial, than a country of agricul- 
ture and commerce, of civil judicature and 
increaiing profperity. 

On the other hand, it was loudly declared 
that a compromife with a lawlefs banditti^ 
who had llaughtered fo many excellent men* 
a«d had murdered in cold blood even women 
in child-bed, and infants at the breaft, was a 
fhameful facrifice of the publick honour $ a 

total 
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total ifregard to the didlates of juftice; zxi 
encouragement to the reft of the Maroons; 
to commit fimilar outrages, and a dreadful 
fexample to the negroes in fervitude ; tending 1 
to imprefs on their minds an idea not of the 
lenity of the Whites, but of their inability to 
punifh fifcrh atrocious offenders. It was al- 
kdged withal, that the rebel Maroons were 
M>t themfelves ferioufly defirous of fuch art 
accommodation* Their only purpofe was to 
gain time, and procure an opportunity to get 
into better quarters; judging perhaps that 
the militia of the country, a large propor-v 
fion of whom were at the diftance of one 
hundred miles from their places of refidence, 
would fooin be tired of the contefi. Many 
fa&s were indeed related, and fome ftrong cir- 
cumftances adduced, which gave a colour tp 
this charge $ and proved that the Maroons had 
not altogether relinquished their hopes of 
creating a general revolt among the enflaved 
negroes. Such an event however was not 
likely to happen, while the country continued 
inarms. The difmifllon of the troops, on the 
fallacious idea of an accommodation with the 
Maroons, would alone, it w r as faid, realize 
the danger. 

Fortunately 
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Fortunately for all parties, this unnattinil 
and deftru&ive revolt, was brought to a happy 
termination much fooner than might have been 
apprehended. On the 14th of December, the 
commiflioner who went to the HaVahnah fbr 
affiftance, arrived at Mohtego Bay with forty 
chajfeurs or Spanifh hunters (chiefly people 
of colour) and about one hundred Spanifh 
dogs. Such extraordinary accounts were im- 
mediately fpread of the terrifick appearance, 
and favage nature of thefe animals, as made 
an impreffion on the minds of the negroes that 
was equally furprizing and unexpected; 

Though thefe dogs are not in general largfer 
than the fhepherds' dogs in Great Britain, 
(which in truth they much refemble) they 
were reprefented as equal to the maftiff in 
bulk, to the bull-dog in courage, to the 
blood-hound in fcent, and to the grey-hound 
in agility. If entire credit had been given to 
the defcription that was tranfmitted through 
the country of this extraordinary animal, it 
might have been fuppofed that the Spaniards 
had obtained the ancient and genuine breed of 
Cerberus himfelf, the many-headed monfter 
that guarded the infernal regions. 

Whether 
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Whethfet 4 thefe reports were propagated 
through folly or defign, they had certainly a 
powerful and very falutary effedt on the fears 
©f the rebel Maroons, a large party of whom 
now difplayed ftrongand indubitable evidences 
of terror, humiliation, and lubmiflion, and 
renewed their felicitations for peace with great 
earneftnefs and anxiety. A negociation was at 
length opened, and a treaty concluded; of 
which, and the proceedings that followed, until 
the embarkation of the Maroons for North 
America, the Minutes of the AfTembly fub- 
joined, furnifii a copious and fatisfaftory de- 
tail. It is pleafing to add, that not a drop of 
blood was fhed after the dogs arrived. Here 
then I clofe this introductory difcourfe. From 
the account that I have given of the ferocious 
character, and diflblute manners of the Ma- 
roon negroes of Jamaica, the calm and unpre- 
judiced reader will draw the proper canclu- 
fion, and perhaps agree with me in thinking, 
that a wild and lawlefs freedom, fuddenly be- 
itowed on any people on earth, neither con- 
tributes to benefit fociety, nor to promote the 
happinefs of the people themfelves* Many of 
the features which deform the Maroons, have 

hitherto 
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hitherto been fuppofed peculiar to meii in i 

fkte of flavery, which undoubtedly debafes 

and degrades the human mind, and depreffes 

its faculties; yet, after the pifture that has 

been exhibited of the extreme of liberty, 

who will contend that a condition of life, 

• which allows the paffions to rage without 

<:ontroul or reftraint, is a ftate conformable 

t o nature* or conducive to the happinlefs of 

ii lankirid ? Men in favage life, or but £ little 

n amoved from it, can only be made ufeful te 

£c )ciety, or beneficial to each other, by the 

It rong hand of authority, Perfuafioh is loft On 

fu ch men, and compulfion* to a certain degree,' 

is; humanity and charity. 

Of the policy of ridding the Country 6f fuch ! 
aft enemy (admitting the juftice of the war ori 
the part of the Whites) there can bt bixt one 
opii lion. After Jitch a war, carried on in Jitcb 
a nx inner, it is impoffible to believe, that a? 
cord ial reconciliation between the white in- 
habii 'ants and the Maroons could ever have' 
taker i place. The latter would probably have 
conti nued a fallen fubju gated people, cm. 
ploye* :i only in feducing the enflaved negroes 1 
from their fidelity, and ready to revolt them- 

felves 
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felves, whenever occafion fhould offer. " No 
country on earth," fays Rutherford, " would 
fuffer a body of men to live within itS terri- 
tories, unlefs they would agree to be ac- 
countable to its laws, as far as the general 
fecurity requires/' To expedt fuch condudt 
from the Maroons, was to mariifeft a total ig- 
norance of their difpofition. Concerning 
another queftion which was ftarted in Great 
Britain, when the firft account was received 
of the difpofal of thefe people, namely, the 
legal right of the colonial government to banifh 
a fet of mifcreints who had been guilty of 
felony, murder, and treafpn ; no doubt, I think, 
could have been gravely maintained on the 
fubjeft ; except in times like the pfefent, 
When the bonds of fociety feem every where 
to be loofened; and when crimes the mod 
iatrocious and abominable (if committed by 
the lower orders of men againft their fu- 
j>eriors) meet with apologifts and advocates 1 

It has been aflerted, however, that the 
Maroons were fcxprefsly protected againft ba- 
nishment, by treaty, and the high authority 
of the gallant officer himfelf, with whom th^ 
treaty was concluded, has been appealed to 

f in 
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in fupport of this aflertion. It is indeed Be- 
coming the humane and generous nature of a 
brave man, to (hew mercy to a vanquished 
enemy; and the gratitude that is juftly due 
from the inhabitants of Jamaica to General 
Walpole, gives great weight to his opinion* 
On a queftion between fuch an authority on 
the one hand, and that of the Governor and 
AfTembly on the other, and under fuch cir- 
cumftances (independently of the perfonal 
refpeft and efteem which I bear towards 
General Walpole) it would ill become mc 
to offer any deciiion: the AlTembly consi- 
dered that the General was honourably re- 
leafed from his pledge, and that their con-* 
dudt towards the Maroons was defenfible, 
not only on the ground of good policy, but 
of ftridt juftice. In fupport of their' proceed- 
ings, they directed the fubfequent minutes to 
be printed in Jamaica, that fads might ipeak 
for themfelves ; and tlhey are re-publiflied ill 
Great Britain for the fame purpofe. To th6 
impartial Publick therefore, they are now re- 
fpe&fully fubmitted. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

■ • • • * t • 

That no information on the fubjedt of 
the Maroons may be withheld frcto the 
reader, it is thought neceffary to iriforrh 
him, that foon after the fubfequent minutes 
were printed by order of the Aflembly, his 
Majefty's (hip the Dover, with two tran- 
fports in company, having on board the Tre- 
lawney Maroons (in number about fix hun- 
dred) provided with all manner of heceflarics, 
as well for their accommoc&tion at fea, as for 
the change of climate, failed from Bluefields 
in Jamaica, for Halifax in North America, the 
beginning of laft June. They were accompanied 

by William Dawes Quarrel and Alexander 

» . . . • 

Ouchterlony, Efquires # commiffioners ap r -, 
poirited by the AfTembly, with authprity ancj, 
inftru'dtions (fubjedt to his Majefjy's appro.-;, 
bation a*id further orders) to purchafe lands . 
in Lower Canada, or \wliere elfp his Majefly * 
(hould pleafe to appoint, for the future efta«* 
blifhment and fubfiftence of thpfe Maroons,- 
as a fre6 people. The commiffipjiers had or- ,* 
dcrs withal, to provide them the means of a 
•■*""* fa comfortable 
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comfortable maintenance, until they Were ha- 
bituated to the country and climate. The 
Sum of £.25,000 was allowed for thofe pur- 
pofes. 

The following votes and proceedings of the 
Affembly, having been omitted in the minutes, 
are added in this place : 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 

Friday, April 22, 1796. 

Refolved, nem* con. That the Receiver 
General do remit |j^e fum of feven hundred 
guineas to the Agent of the ifland, for the 
purpofe of purchafing a fword, to be pre- 
sented to the Right Hon* Alexander Earl of 
BALCARRESjas a teftimonyof the grateful ienfe 
which the houfe entertain of his diflinguifhed 
fervices, difplayed both in the field and ca- 
binet ; and under whofe aufpiccs, by the blef~ 
fing of Divine Providence, a happy and com- 
plete termination has been put to a jnqft 4aa- 
gerous rebellion of tfye Trekwney-Town Ma* 
roons* whereby thp general value of property, 
as well as fecurity of the* ifland* hav« I^ca 
highly augmented. 

f OrOep^U 
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Ordered, That a copy of the above refolu- 
tion be fent to his honour the Lieutenant* 
Governor* 

Refolved, ntm. eon. That Mr. Speaker be 
requeued to prefent the thanks of thp Houfe 
to the Hon. Major General Waj.*ole, for the 
£gnal ferviees performed by him to this ifland, 
in the late- rebellion of the Trelawney- Towa 
Maroons* 

Refolved, nem. con. That the Receiver 
General do remit to the agent of this iftand, 
five hundred guineas, for the purpofe of pttf» 
chafing a (word, to be prefented to the Hod. 
Major- General Walpole ; as a teftimony of 
the grateful fepfe which the Houfe entertain of 
his important fervices and diiHngui&ed merit, 
in the fuppreffion of the late rebellion' of the 

* 

Trelawney-Town Maroons. 

Refolved, nem. con. That Mr. Speaker be 
requefted to give the thanks of the Houfe to 
the bra Ve Officers and Privates of the regtilars 
and militia, for their gallant ferviccs'tb the'ifland, 
duringthe late rebellion of theTrelawftey-ToWft 
Mkrfion^; £iid that the Comiiiarider in Chief, 
yndfcr whofe aiifpices they fodgtit, befeqtiefted 
fy ftfc Spefrkeri to communicate the ? high , 

f 3 knic 
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fcnfe which the Houfc entertain of their jdif. 
tinguifhed merit. 

Tiurfday, April 28. 
A motion being made, that a Committee be 
appointed to enquire and report to the Houfe 
the names of fuch perfons as have fallen in 
battle during the late rebellion, that a monu- 
ment may be eredted to perpetuate their me- 
mories, and the gratitude of this country for 
their eminent fcrvices ; 

■' Ordered, That Mr. Fitch, Mr. Vaughari, 
*Mr. Mathifon, Mr. Stewart, and Mr. Hodges, 
be N a Committee for that purpofe. 

Saturday, April 30. 
The Lieutenant Governor's Anfwer to the 
meflage from the Houfe, with the refblution 
of the 22d inft. 

Mr. Speaker^ and Gentlemen of the Houfe 
ofA/Jembfyp 
The prefent you have made me, by your 
unanimous refolution of the 22d inftant, is in- 
eftimable. 

A foldier's honour, with emblem and em- 
phafis, is placed in his fword; and I fhalj 
tranfmit your precious gift to my pofterity, as 

an 
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Hain everlaftirig mark of the reverence, the atf- 

tachmen Vand the gratitude, I bear to the ifland 

tof Jamaica. 

Balcarres. 



. The following Addrefs was this day pre- 
* fented to his Honour the Lieutenant Gover r f 
r nor : 



WE, his Majefty's dutiful and loyal fub- 
jedts, the Affembly of Jamaica, beg leave to 
offer to your Honour, our moil fincere and 
cordial congratulations on the happy and com- 
plete termination of the rebellion of the Tre- 
lawney-Town Maroons. 

This great and important event muft be pro- 
ductive of fubftantial benefits and falutary con- 
ferences to the country, in every point of view 
ift which it can be contemplated : tranquillity 
and the enjoyment of our civil rights, are re* 
ftored j public credit, fp effential to the fupport 
of government and to the profperity, if not to 
the very exiftence of the country, is re-efta- 
bliihed, and our internal iecurity greatly in- 
creafed and confirmed. 

From all thefe incftimable advantages, wc 

look, forward with confidence to the augment 

3 tation 
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Cation of the value of property, which istikcb 
to take place ; and which, in time* we trufl, 
will compenfate all the lofles and expenditure | 
of treaiure unavoidably incurred in the profe- 
cution of the war. 

It is with peculiar fatisfaftkm and gratitiufel 
we acknowledge the lively imprcfiion made' 
on us by the energy difplayed by your Lord- 
&ip in difficult operations of war * which af- 
ibrds. the moft convincing proof, that the seal 
ardour, and activity manifefted in your liiiKtirj 
conduft, have only been equalled by the found | 
policy, and deciiive meafures, which marked 
the wifdom of your councils. 

his honour's- answer, 

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Ehq/esf 
AQembly % 

* 

Your addrefs excites in my boforat every 
lenfation of plcafure, the mind of man is ca- 
pable of receiving* 

The picture you have drawn of the future 
profperity of the Ifland, is ftrong and imprck 
five. 



Srt 
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After contemplating the unavoidable cala* 
mities of war, a fentiment arifes, grateful and 
foothing to a feeling heart — 

That, during your conteft with an enemy 
the moft ferocious that ever difgraced the an- 
nals of hiftory : 

That, during your conteft with an army of 
lavages, who have indifcriminately maflacred 
every prifoner whom the fortune of war had 
placed in their power — no barbarity, nor a fingle 
ait of retaliation, has fuilied the brightnefs 
of your arms. 

I pray that the energy, the vigour, and the 
humanity, which you have fb honourably dis- 
played, may defcend to your children; and fe- 
cure to them for ever thofe bleflings which you 
have hitherto enjoyed, under the mild and 
happy government of the illuftriouS houfe of 
Hanover. 



- :. . i 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. 

Monday, 3©/£ November, 1795. 

A PETITION of fundry perforts, known un- 
der the denomination of Maroons, was pre- 
ftnted to the houfe, and read, fetting forth, 

cc That the petitioners have always been faithful 
to their king and country, and obedient to the 
laws: 

cc That they have never joined in any rebellion 
or rebellious confpiracys on the contrary, theyde- 
teft and abhof* all treafons and treafonable practices : 
ts That they are willing and anxious to take the 
benefit of the aft, and to give up for ever any right 
they may have of inheritance to any of the lands 
granted to the maroons, wherefoever fituated : 

<c That many of the petitioners arc totally depen- 
dent on the goonefs of the white inhabitants -, that 
many have children, and have it not in their power 
to procure a fettlement •" 
And praying for relief. 

Note. The above petition is fubferibed with rhe 
following names : Elizabeth Collins, Francis 
Collins, Margaret Collins, $ally Collins, Joanna 
Graham, §>uaJloeba, Molly, Nancy Grey, Mary 
Simp/on, Elizabeth Palmer, Margaret Reid, 
Amelia Lewis > Peggy Murray, Matthew Tho- 
mas. 

B ' Thursdav, 
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Thursday, 3d December, 1795^ 

A meflage from his honour the lieutenant-gover- 
nor, by his fecretary, as follows : 

€€ Mr. Speaker, 
€€ lam commanded by his honour the lieutenant- 
governor to lay before the houfe a petition prefcnted 
to him from the Trclawny-Town maroons, who fur- 
rendered to his honour in obedience to his procla- 
mation of the 8ch of Auguft laft: 
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• Jamaica, {[* 

' To the right honourable Alexander earl of 
Balcarres, lieutenant-governor and com- 
mander in chief, &c. &c. &c. 

4 The bumble petition of the Trelawny-Town marvoMf, 
now in the barracks in Kingfton. 

* Humbly fheweth, 

c That your petitioners, in purfuance of a pro- 
clamation of your lordfhip, of the 8th day of 
Auguft laft, fent into the Trelawny maroon town> 
furrendered themfelves to your lordfhip : 

c That, by virtue of an a£t entitled, " An a€t ta 
repeal c An ad for the better order and government 
of. the negoes belonging to the feveral negro- 
towns -, and for preventing them from purchafing of 
(laves j and for encouraging the faid negroes to go- 
in purfuit of runaway flavesj and for other pur- 
pofes therein mentioned \ and for giving thd ma- 
5* rooa 
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roon negroes farther protcdtion and fecurity ; for 
altering the mode of trial ; and for other purpofes," 
it is ena*fted, that it lhall be lawful for any maroon 
negro or negroes to appear in perfon before the 
juftices of their precinft, at the time they lhall pre- 
fide at any of the courts of quarter-feflions, and 
there and then publicly and folemnly to declare, that 
he, fhe, or they, are defirous and willing to give 
up any right he, (he, or they, may have to any 
part of the lands which h^ve been granted to the 
maroon negroes, and that he, fhe, or they, are 
defirous and willing to refide in any other part of the 
ifland, except in any of the maroon towns : 

c That your petitioners are defirous to avail them- 
felves of the terms of the faid a&j but that, in fo 
doing, your petitioners will be without any means of 
fupport : 

c Your petitioners therefore humbly fubmit them- 
selves to your lordfhip's mercy and confideration 
in the premifes ; 

* And your petitioners (hall ever pray, GV* 
c 3*/ Afatfw&r, 1795. 

bis 

John + James 

mark, 
bis 

Jofeph +- Campbdl 

mark, 
bis 

Donald + Cooper 

mari* 

B a Cuffic 
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bis 

Cuffic + 

mark 

bis 

James -f Ruflea 

mark 
Ins 

Herbert -f- Jarrett 
Martin -f- Sewell 

mark 
bis 

William + Anglin 

mark 

'. ■- • bis 

Witnefsy . Samuel 4- Tharp 

Robert Gi^b. mark. 

■ ::: V T - ; bis 

William -J- Libbart 

•. murk \ 

bis . 

Daniel -+• Bernard 

mark 
his 

John -f- Eulcr 

mark 
bis 

John ■+• Witter 

mark 
bis 

Gayton -f- Quae© 

mark 
bis 

Peter + Gordon 

mark 






Litt 
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bis 

Little + Qaaco 

his 

John -h Tharp, cape. 



his 

Robert + Jackfon, capu 

mark 
his 

James -f- Lawrence, capt. 

mark 
his 

Samuel + Shaw, capL 

mark 
his 

James + Williams, caff. 



his 

John + Thomfon, Uctit. 

mark 
his 

James + ReiHy 

mark 
his 

Charles + Bernard, licut. 

mark 
his 

John -f" Samuel 

mark 
his 

Bob + Downer 

mark 

John Graham 
Miles Hall 

John Moftyn 

B 3 John 
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his 

John + Sympfon 

mark 
his 

John + Palmer 

his 

James 4- Bernard 

mark 
his 

John -f Bucknor 

mark 

€ Jamaica,^ 
c Robert Gibb, of the parifh of Kingfton, gen- 
tleman, being duly fworn, maketh oath and iaith, 
that he was prefent and did fee the above thirty- 
three perfons fet and fubferibe their fcveral marks 
or names to the aforegoing petition. 

c Swtrn before me, this $tb day of November y 1 795. 

* Simon Taylor/ 

htr 

Sukey + Martin 

mark, for felf and child \ namtd 

William Martin 
her 

Mary + Sterling 

mark 
her 

Mimba + 

mark, and her daughter, Mary 

FiAier 
her 

Maria -f- 

marky for felf and child, namtd 
Thomas Morris 

Patience 
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ber 

Patience + 

mark 
ber 

Juba + 

mark, for felf and ber child, named 

Quamina 
ber 

Amelia + Palmer 

mark 
ber 

Sufanna + Palmer 

mark, for felf and three chil- 
dren, named Eleanor Pal- 
mer, Emily Meontague»*«J 
John Pendrill 
ber 

Wittujsy Ann + Sewell 

John M'Galu «*^- 

her 

Lilly + Allen 

mark 
ber 

Rofanna + Scarktt 

mark, for felf and four children, 
named John Quick, Eliza* 
beth Quick, William bear* 
lett Earle, and John Auglin 
Earle. 
ber 

Elizabeth + Borthwick 

mar k f for felj and child, nam- 
ed Mary Sharp 
her * 

Ann + Maclachlan 

mark 

B 4 -Jatofcs 



[ » 1 

bis 

James + Allen 

mark 
ber 

Sarah + Saunders 

mark 

ber 

Elizabeth + Sewell Walcott 

mark , for felf and t*w§ cbiU 
dren % named Aon WdranJ 
William Walcott 
ber 

Betty -f- Cole 

mark 

€ Jamaica,^ 
c John M'Call, of the parifh of Kingfton, gen- 
tleman, being duly fworn, maketh oath and faith, 
that he was prefent and did fee the above fcveral 
perfons fet and fubferibe their fevcral marks on the 
back of the within-written petition. 

€ Sworn before me, (bis ttb day of November y 1795. 

c Simon Taylor.' 

Wednesday, ad March, 1796. 

*' A meffage from his honour the lieutenant-gover- 
nor, by his fecretary, as follows : 

" Mr. Speaker, 
<c I am commanded by his honour the lieutenant- 
governor to lay before the houfe fundry papers re- 
lating to the rebel maroons, from No. 1 to No. 20 j 
among which papers is contained the correfpon- 
dence between his honour and the honourable 

major- 
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major general Walpole, from the period of the 
truce agreed on by colonel Hull, to that of the fur- 
render of the rebel maroons inclufive, together 
with the treaty which was made between the ho- 
nourable major-general Walpole on the one part, 
and colonel Montague James * on the part of the 
rebel maroons, and was ratified by his honour on 
the 28 th day of December laft. 

cc I am alfo commanded by his honour to inform 

the houfe, that the rebel maroons (a very few excepted) 

did not comply with thefirft and fecond articles of the 

Jaid treaty, until the troops were moved in force ag&inji 

them, 

4C I am alfo commanded by his honour the 
lieutenant-governor to inform the houfe, that the 
maroons did not give up the runaways 3 in conformity /* 
the third article of the treaty. 

€€ His honour, however, commands me to fi<r- 
nify to the houfe, that he underftands that the fur- 
render of the rebel maroons was received by 
major-general Walpole, under a promife of fafety 
of their lives. 

" I am alfo commanded by his honour to in- 
form the houfe, that, upon receiving the treaty from 
major-general Walpole, his honour thought it 
expedient to convene as many of the members of 
the council and the affembly, as the circumftances 
of time and their places of refidence would permit, 
to meet at the king's houfe on the 24th December 
laft, in order to deliberate upon the terms of the 
treaty, and to give his honour their opinions 

* Tie oldeft of the maroons, and chief in command. 

thereon : 
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thereon : the paper No. ag> contains the refolution 
which was pafled at fuch meeting, and which his 
honour has alfo dire&ed me to lay before the 
houie. 

No. i. 

Old Maroon Town> December ao 9 1795. 
c My lord, 
c I returned here this evening, and have die &- 
risfa£tion to report to your lordfhip the fuccefi of 
the detachment under colonel Hull. The maroons, 
by his judicious conduct, were attacked before they 
difcovercd the advanced guard. I need add no- 
thing further to your lordfhip; colonel Hull's 
report will explain every thing. 

* 1 have the honour to be your lordfhip's moft 
faithful and obedient fervant, G. Walpole. 

* Earl Balcarres, &c. king's boufe> Spanijh-Tovun. 

€ I muft moft ftrongly recommend to your lord- 
fhip to lay before the affembly the cafe of the fa- 
mily of Cato, a flave of Mr. VaughanV. He has, 
during the whole campaign, been a moft faithful 
guide ; it was by his means that we difcovered the 
retreat of the rebels, and he behaved, by every 
account, with Angular bravery during the a&ion : 
He was unfortunately killed by a maroon in an am- 
bufcade, on his way back to bring up the bag- 
gage. G. W/ 

No. 2. 
[Private.] December lotb, 1795. 
c My dear lord, 
c Hull has agreed, I underftand, to a fort of 

truce. 
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truce. This is the only part which, entre nous, I 
diflike : But, however, for the fake of public faith* 
I fliall keep it. My intention was to give them 
terms, but by no means to fufpend hoftilities until 
they (hould firft ky down their arms. I fhall ad* 
here ftriftly to your lordfbip's inftru&ions. I un- 
derftand that they will furrender on their lives only; 
wiftiing for land to be allotted them to cultivate. 
< I have the honour to be your very faithful 

fervant, G. Walpole. 

* Earl Balcarres, Gfr. Spanijh-Town. 

' P. S. I underftand Hull's truce extends only to 
the poft about here.' 

No. 3. 

December iid y 179.J. 

c Mv LORD, 

c I have the honour to inclofe to your lordfhip 
the propofals of the maroons, to which I have ac- 
ceded. 

c The party under Johnftone have been fent to 

by Montague James, ordering them to come in; 

but they arc not expe&ed before to-morrow, at 

which time the party here are to^come in to build 

^^heirhuts. 

c The whole detachment behaved to their credit, 
1 muft not omit to mention to your lordfliip, that 
to the impreffion made in the aftion by the un- 
daunted bravery of the 17th dragoons, who were 
more particularly engaged on the 1 5th, we owe 
the fubmiffion of the rebels : The maroons fpeak 

of 
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of them with aftonifhment. Mr. Wcrge was par- 
ticularly fignalized with the advanced guard ; an) 
the ferjeant-major of that regiment is ftrongtjr re- 
commended, for his fpirit and aftivky, by die 
commanding officer Mr. Edwards, who is every 
way deferving your lordfliip's good opinion. 

c I have the honour to be your lordfliip's moll 
feithful fervant, G. Walpole. 

« The propofals of the maroons were as follow : 

• c ift. That they would, on their knees, beg bis 
majefty's pardon : 

« id. That they would go to the Old Town, 
Montego-Bay, or any other place that might be 
pointed #ut, and would fettle on whatever lands 
the governor, council, and affembly might think 
proper to allot : 

u $d. That they would give up all runaways. 

u I grant the above. 

fC George Walpoli, major -general* 

bis 

" Montague + James 

mark. 

€€ Done on Guard-Hill, 21ft December, 1795. 
c * Ratified at Caftle-Wemyfs, this 28th day of De- 
cember, 1795. 

<c Balcarres, lieutenant-governor and com- 
mander in chief y 
" Witnejjfes to the within ratification : 

u G. Walpole, major-general 

€i Trevor Hull, colonel 

" James Galloway, lieutenant -colonel 

" Robert Shawe, lieutenant- colonel 
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«* Wm. James Stevenson, Keutenant-cohnH 
u James Stewart, lieutenant-colonel" 

No. 4. 
c Spanijb-Town, December 14th, 1795. 
4 uft a meeting of Juch members of the council and of 
the qjjembly as could attend at the king's houfc % 

Prefent, 
Earl Balcarres 
Hon. Mr. Attorney-General 
Hon. Mr. Rodon Mr. Shirley 

Hon. Mr. Speaker Mr. Redwood 

Mr. Taylor Mr. Fitch 

Mr. Vaughan Mr. Christie 

Mr. Cockburn Mr. Batty 

Mr. Cuthbert Mr. Galbraith. 

<c It was refolved, That if the Trelawny maroons 1 
according to the third article of their treaty, deliver 
the runaways that have joined them, and if they, 
according to the firft article of their treaty, lay 
down their arms, which arms are to be taken away 
from them, that then, and in fuch cafe, general 
Walpole's fecret article ought to be ratified, as far 
as their not being fent off the ifland ; but that they 
are to remain in Jamaica, fubjeft to fuch regula- 
tions as the governor, council, and aflembly, may 
think proper to enaft in that refpedt." 

No. 5. 
Old Maroon Town > December 14th, 1795. 
c My dear lord, 
c Two maroons (Smith and Dunbar) have come 

in 
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in* from Johnftone's party, to beg the king's 
mercv : and the whole are to be in here on Satur- 
day, to conftruft their huts within our pofts. I 
have allotted them a fpot between Cudjoe-Town 
and the Old Town ; there they are to remain until 
the legiflature (hall difpofe of them. If 1 might 
give you an opinion, it fhould be, that they fhould 
be fettled near Spanilh-Town, or fome other of the 
large towns in the lowlands: The accefs to fpirits 
will foon decreafe their numbers, and deftroy that 
hardy conftitution which is nourilhed by an hcakhy 
mountainous fituation. 

c No doubt, fome pcrfons there will be found who 
may objeft to the war being terminated : Let 
thofe finifh it better, if they can ; and, above all, 
do not let them talk of the expence of the war, and 
yet object to its termination; do not let them 
extirpate an enemy at their wine, and then leave 
their pofts to keep their holidays. But there is a 
better reafon for finifhing the war; the impoffibility 
of penetrating the country, if it is at all defended ; 
or, if you could get through it, of extirpating 
wholly the rebels : They will increafe by runaways ; 
and, if you deftroy them to five, thofe five will be a 
rallying point for more runaways to refort to, and 
thus the war be perpetuated for years. Suppofe 
the French were to ftnuggle in a tolerable engineer 
to them ; could we even remain in poflefiion of the 
Old Town. There was a runaway of the name of 
Bowman, who alone y a great fpace of time, deftroyed 
plantations, and did infinite mifchief. Rely upon 

it, 
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it, my lord, that, after more mifchicf and more ex- 
pence, you muft make peace in twelve months 
hence : The difficulty will then perhaps be ftronger, 
which I have met with, than it is now ; namely, that 
of fear: To expel this from their minds has been 
my chief endeavour ; and it was for fome time be- 
fore I could bring two or three of them from the 
cockpits into the town : If this was to be conti- 
nued, nothing will wear it off the mind ; and of 
crimes, thofe committed under this impreffion are 
the mod horrid. 

€ In hopes of your lordfhip's approbation, I 
have the honour to be yours moft faithfully and fin- 
cerely, G. Walpole/. 

No. 6. 

[Private.] 25th December > 1795. 
c My dear lord, 
€ I was obliged to accede on my oath ; I pro- 
mi fed a fecret article, that they fhould not be fenc 
off the ifland. 

c Hull wifties much to go home with the ac- 
count ; and he exerted himfelffo well on the 15th, 
that I fhould hope you will have the goodnefs to 
indulge him. 

* Mr. Werge, your lordlhip has recommended 
for a cornetcy, I believe in the 17th; but I muft 
not conceal from you, that to his prefence of mind 
much of the peace is owing. 

c Old Montague is, as far as I can guefs, the 
obftacle to peace, as much as he dares : Some of 

the 



the maroons were heard to tell him, that they would 
have peace whether he would or not. 

c I am your lordfhip's obedient and faithful fcr- 
vant, G. Walpoli. 

c Hull's difpatch was mif-dated the 20th inftead 
of the 19th/ 

No. 6. \Copy.*] 
€ I have received, in Spani(h-Town, the treaty 
figned by general Walpole and colonel Montague 
James, and have ratified the fame: And I do 
hereby appoint Friday morning, the firft day of Ja- 
nuary next, at ten o'clock, for the Trelawny ma- 
roons to come in a body to Caftle-Wemyls, to 
perform the treaty. 

* Dated at Caftle- Wemyfs, this 28th day of De- 
cember, 1795. 

(Signed) f Balcarres, lieutenant-governor* 

No. 7. 
* My lord, 

* Every thing wears the beft poflible appearance: 
Several of the maroons have been in this day, 
cleaning out the huts, and more are expe£ted co- 
morrow. But Palmer, I believe, it will be diffi- 
cult to get in, even if alive, with the reft. They 
feem determined to be fure that no infringement of 
the treaty will enfue : I read the ratification to three 
of them, and your lordfhip's letter, alluring them, 
that whatever might be the future difpofal of them> 
that they would be a free people. They were alfo 
informed of the 500/. donation of the aflembly, to 
thofe who had /urrendered. 

€ I have . 
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1 1 have the honour to be your lordfhip's ltioft 
faithful fervant* G. Walpole* 

c Earl Balcarres, &c. &c. tec. Cafik Wemyfs, 
c Five o'clock, 28 Decanter* 1795/ 

No. 8, 
* My DfcAR Lord* December 29, 1795* 

* Some of the tiriaroons are, I learn, bringing in 
their families ; but there is great reafon to fuppofe 
that there is a fchifm amongft them : One of them 
lent me word, that old Montague is the caufe; 
and I this day hear that poflibly he may die in the 
woods. 

c I fliould think that your lordfhip will choofe, 
that all thofe who do come in fhould be fent to 
you on Friday, and that we fhould attack the re- 
mainder. Fowler has begged that he may have a 
gorget, with fome infeription to fhew that he was 
the firft who made peace with the white people. 
All this will, I think, ferve your lordfhip : It will 
clearly prove, that if matters had been held with 
too tight a rein, none would have come in. At 
all events, much is gained even by dividing them. 

€ I have the honour to be your lordfhip's mofl 
obedient fervant, G. Walpole/ 

* Earl Balcarres, &c. &c. &c, Caftle-Wemyfi? 

No. 9. 

c My lord, December 30/J&, 179$, 

cc Notwithftanding the inclofed papers, I believe 
that many of the maroons are fincere; they admit 

C theoifelves a 
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themfelves, that " fomc have bad heart." How- 
ever, Friday will fhewj and I fhall move on Sa- 
turday againft them, if they do not come in. Nine 
or ten more, in all fixteen, are here this day, and 
have taken their huts. 

c I have the honour to be your lordlhip's moft 
faithful and obedient, G. Walpole. 

* Earl Balcarres, &c. £sff. CaJtlt-WenqfsJ 

No. io. 

* Mv DEAR LORD, JOHUOTy ljt y Ij<)6. 

* I now give the matter up : Only Smith, Dun- 
bar, Williams, and two boys, are here. I fliall 
fend them to Falmouth to-morrow. I fuppofe 
that your lordfhip will admit them to the terms of 
the treaty upon which they have furrendered, 

1 I fear that our baggage negroes will not be 
here in time for me to move after thefe raicals in 
the morning, and that 1 mud poftpone it till Sun- 
day : In this cafe, I fhall endeavour to feduce the 
maroons ftill to keep near us. 

c Your lordfhip fhall hear the refult as foon a* 
poffible. 

c Should any future parley proceed from then!, 
I fhall refer them to your lordfhip. 

c I have the honour to be your lordfliip's rtioft 
obedient, G. Walpole." 

No. n. 
Old Maroon Town, January '4th. 1796* 

c Mv LORD, 

c I ventured yefterday to truft Smith to return 
to the cockpits, to bring in his family* which Re 

did 
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did in the evening, to the amount of thirteen ; three 
of them very fine young men -, the others compre- 
hended his wife and feveral fmall children. He 
had (which induced me to truft him) given me a 
(trong. proof of his fidelity and gratitude, by a 
material piece of information, that one of thole 
who furrendered, in my abfence with your lordfhip, 
is a runaway j that this is an experiment on the 
part of the other runaways, to try whether they can 
pafs for maroons j and by his (Smith's) advice, I 
let him return to the cockpits. A large body are 
expe&ed in to-day of maroons, and I hope others: 
It will take fome days, I fuppofe, to get in the 
whole j for they are as miftruftful as poffible, ancj 
each is defirous that the other fhould make the ex- 
periment before him. All this will naturally and 
conclufively prove to your lordfhip the impropriety 
of holding forth more harfh conditions than thofe 
now granted : Should there be any perfori fo dull 
to common policy and common fenfe, as to think 
that another turn of the fcrew would be better, afk 
him this queftion : " Is he prepared to fpin out the 
conteft till foreign affiftance may arrive ?" This 
may be followed up by another queftion, " If fo- 
reign affiftance arrives, what will be the fituation of 
thciftand?" 

c I am your lordfhip's moil faithful and obedient, 

c G. Wai.pole/ 

e Dear sir, 
c Unlefs a great number of the maroons came in 
Iaft night, or do come in in the courfe of this day, 

C % I hope 



I hope and truft that nothing will prevent the dogs 
from going out to-morrow. 

c I am perfe&ly with you, that the pin ought not 
to receive another fcrew ; but alfo clear that it 
ought not to be relaxed. 

' Should the maroons difencumber themfelves of 
their women, children, old men, fick and convalef- 
cents, they would acquire a degree of pliability 
which they have not at prefent, and, by removing 
from their prefent country into a new one, we 
fhould be very much cenfurcd by the ifland for not 
having made the attack while it was in our power* 
We cannot flop the operations of war 5 I look upon 
the treaty in the fame point of view with yourfelf* 
but I fee the danger of not attacking them fo very 
clear as to induce me to declare, that I cannot 
take upon myfelQthe refponfibility of acceding to a 
moment's unneceffary delay. 

c I remain, my dear fir, yours faithfully, 

c Balcarres. 
c Honorable major-general WalpoU^ 
c Old Maroon-Town. 

€ Caftk-Wemyfsy Jan. $th, 1796/ 

No. 12. 
* My lord, January $tb, 1796. 

€ Nine (additional) maroons, men, women, and 
children, came in laft night. I have permitted two 
or three to return this day, to bring in more of their 
relations : One, however, I fulpedt will not come 
out to us again. 

«fhe 
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f. ' c The Spaniards are, I fear, a little out of tem- 
per. If they cannot be kept, it would be better to 
avail ourfelves of the breach of the treaty by the 
maroons themfelves, and to move on ; as nothing 
can be clearer, than that all treaty would foon ter- 
minate were they off the ifland. 

c Mr. Stewart will deliver this to your lordfhip, 
and can inform you as to every point. 

c I am your lord (hip's mod obedient and faithful 
fervant, G. Walpole/ 

No, 13. 

Old Maroon-Town, January $th. 
€ My lord, 
c Old Montague will be with you to-morrow, 
and, I believe, thofe who are expe&ed to day. 
Thefe delays are to be fure tirefome to a great de- 
gree, but (till I think that they will be attended 
with every good confequence. 

c I have the honour to be your lordlhip's mod 
faithful fervant, 

* Earl Balcarres. G. Walpole/ 

No. 14. 

c My lord, January $th> I7j6 f 

f Your lordfliip's letter dated January the ift, 
1796, is but now come to hand. Conceiving thcv, 
purport to be a pofitive order from your lordfhip 
to proceed againft the rebels, I (hall lofe no time 
in doing fo ; but you will pleafe to obferve, that 
the negroes from Trelawny are J>ut now coming 

C 3 up 
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? beyond the laft- mentioned place, e*- 
^ may chance to be got from wild pines. 

>l ,s cannot be got on through want of wa- 

* nuft leave them behind ; but I fear that it 
impofiible to fupply the poll with provi- 

t arough fuch a length of defile, and fo diffi- 
. path as it muft be, that it takes up (even 
s to go only five miles. 

However, we will get at them fome -how or 

aer, either with or without dogs $ and the bed 

nail be done that can by me. . .... 

4 I am your lordfliip's mod faithful and obedient* 

* G. Walpole/- 

c Dear sir, 

€ I was honoured by your two letters of yefter- 
day. Colonel Shawe has collected, I believe, 130 
pair of lhoes. 

c Surely a very few breakers will ferve to carry 
water for the dogs : Ten are procured here, and \ 
iltft fay fome more may be picked up. 

< I (hall return the Smith family to you,, in the 
manner you propofe. 

* I fincerely hope and truft, that no column /hall 
proceed againft the enemy without the dogs, untfl 
their inefficacy is proved : Such a meafure I know 
would fct the country in an uproar. My own re- 
jponfibility, as well as my opinion and the report I 
have made to his majefty of the intended operations 
with the dogs, leaves no other alternative than q» 
give immediate and due energy to the enterprise 

C 4 ao4 
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up (Tuefday afternoon) : We cannot, therefore, 
move before Thurfday at day-break. 

c I mud confefs that even from the trace, if the 
Spaniards can be kept in good humour, very con- 
fiderable advantages might accrue i we are getting 
an increafe every day, and we have now thirty, a 
number far beyond what two battles could give us 
in (lain ; and this is owing folely to diftruft : Each 
is defines that his neighbour fbould try the white 
faith firft; and when one is fatisfied, the way is, 
that he returns and brings back moft of his fa- 
mily. 

* Add to this, the crops are gradually getting in, 
and we approach to (or rather they approach us) 
nearer to our reinforcements from England. 

c However, on Thurfday I fhall go forward, 

c Your lordihip's moft obedient, 

f Earl Bakarresy &c. &c. &c. G. Walpgx.e.' 

No. 15. 

c December %tb> 1795. 
€ My lord, \A miftake for January 8/A.] 

€ I have written to colonel Shawe to procure m£, 
if poflible, forne fhoes for the i6th, as they are 
feveral of them barefooted, and the fupply which I 
expedled are not yet arrived. 

c One misfortune will, I fear, occur as to the 
dogs ; the extreme want of water : There is none, 
during feven hours march, between the great 
cockpit and the fpot where colonel Hull engaged 
the maroons. Smith likewife informs me, that 

there 
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there is none beyond the laft- mentioned place, ex- 
cept what may chance to be got from wild pines. 
If the dogs cannot be got on through want of wa- 
ter, we muft leave them behind j but I fear that it 
will be impoflible to fupply the poll with provi- 
fions, through fuch a length of defile, and fo diffi- 
cult a path as it muft be, that it takes up (even 
liours to go only five miles. 

c However, we will get at them fome -how or 
other, either with or without dogs ; and the beft 
ihall be done that can by me. 

* I am your lordfliip's moft faithful and obedient* 

* G. Walpole/*- 
c Dear sir, 

e I was honoured by your two letters of yefter- 
■day. Colonel Shawe has collected, I believe, 130 
pair of fhoes. 

c Surely a very few breakers will ferve tp carry 
water for the dogs : Ten are procured here, and I 
dare fay fome more may be picked up. 

* I (hall return the Smich family to you,, in the 
manner you propofe. . . 

c I fmcerely hope and truft, that no column fhafl 
proceed againft the enemy without the.dogS, until 
their inefficacy is proved ; Such a meafure I know 
would fet the country in an uproar. My own re- 
iponfibility, as well as my opinion and the report I 
have made to his majefly of the intended operations 
with the dogs, leaves no other alternative than tp 
give immediate and due energy to the enterprize 

€ 4 * and 
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and ideas of the country, in fending, at an enor- 
mous expence, for chefe dogs. Yours faithfully, 

c Balcarres. 
* Caftk-Wemys, $th January, 1796/ 

No, 16, 

Extraff of a letter from major-general Watpolc to Earl 
Balcarres, dated January iitb, 1796. 

c Samuels, and a brother of Smith's, let off for 
the maroons this morning : I fhall proceed againft 
them, if fome do not arrive by three o'clock to- 
morrow.' 

No. 17. 

O. M. Town, January 12, 1796, 
c My dear lord, 
€ Two new maroons are arrived, and three that 
were in before, and two women, Johnftone has 
fent to me to fay, that he has not been able to pre- 
vail on the women, feveral of whom have been 
loft, and only one found fince the late aftions. He 
defires to know what I have to fay in anfwer to his 
meffage : My anfwer is, that I fhall move againft 
him, unlefs twenty men come in to-morrow. I 
fhall therefore begin my march at two to-morrow 
aftt-rnocn, weather permitting, unlefs I hear to the 
contrary from your lordfhip, I am, however, ap- 
prehenfive that Johnftone's reply will fiercely arrive 
in time : They beg till four o'clock ; but if I de- 
lay till that time, it will be too late for me to move 
till next day. 

c Your 



t *s 3 

c Your lordfhip will pleafe to confider what I 
mentioned this morning, exclufive of the pofition 
ftated by you ; viz. Whether we fhould be the fkft 
to re-commence hoftilities : Certainly we (hall not 
make peace for fome time to come, after the firft 
ihot is fired, 

c I remain your lordfhip's moft faithfully, 

C G. Walpole. 

* Earl Balcarres, &c. &c. &c. CajtU-WemyJs: 

No. 18. 

c My lord, January i2tb, 1796. 

c The maroons were fo terrified laft night, and 
begged fo hard, that I told the man who was to 
return to Johnftone, that if they were not able (the 
twenty men) to reach me by two o'clock, and yet 
were difpofed to keep the agreement, that I would, 
upon hearing their horn, defer my march for one 
hour. 

c I think that we fhall not, on account of water* 
be able to move beyond the great cockpit this 
night : On farther examination, it will, I fear, not 
be pra&icable to carry water enough in breakers 
for fo many men and dogs, but we can carry 
fome. 

* I am, fcfr . &c. G. Walpole. 

c The poll at Tacky's Bum ought to be imme- 
diately re- occupied ; if your lordlhip concurs you 
can iffue the order.' 



No. 
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No. 19. 

• My lord, January utb, half f aft tod. 

* We had fcarcely moved two hundred yards, 
when I met a maroon coming from Johnftone, to 
fay that he would come with his people to-morrow 
into the cockpit, to make their huts, and begged 
that I would have provifions for him ; and that he 
would adjuft every point. 1 have therefore ordered 
the troops to flop at the advanced pofts, which vL 
about half a mile on this fide where we meant ta 
halt during the night. If Johnftone will build his 
huts within our pods, I fhall permit him to keep 
his arms till he fees you, then to lay them down. 
I£ on account of the women, he infifts on building 
them in the cockpit, in that cafe he muft lay down 
his arms to me. 

€ In hopes that your lordlhip will not difapprove 
of my proceedings, 

€ 1 have the honour to be your moft obedient and 
faithful fervant, G. Walpole." 

No. 20. 
€ Dear sir, 

* The maroons, with Johnftone at their head, are 
cither ferious, or they are not ferious. If (erious, 
it can make no difference to them whether they so 
immediately to Montego-Bay barracks, there to 
remain until the afiembly fhall difpofe of them,' or 
that they are permitted to build their huts in the 
Old Town, or vicinity : If they are not ferious, we 
fhall only give them time to get out of our way. 

c We 
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c We arc not a match for them in duplicity. 
"We may put our ftrength in truth and opennefs. 

€ I think you may give them an opportunity 
until two o'clock tOr-morrow afternoon, to come in* 
and then to proceed againft the remainder. I really 
am forjpufhing them hard. We have this day feea 
the good effefts of it. 

c Permit me to exprefs the very high fenfe I have 
experienced of your punctuality. Although the 
principle of the order is not difcretionary, ftill I 
give you free permiffion to modulate it according to 
your judgment. 

c Yours very fincerely, Balcarres.. 

Caftle-WemyJS) Jan* 13^, *7$fr? 
€ Hoy. major-general JValpole? 

No. 2L. 

Advanced poft 17th It. dragoons, Jan. 14th, 1796. 
c My toRD, 

c Young Jarrett, and four boys capable of bear* 
ing arms, with nineteen women and children, have 
arrived at the Old Town s but on my arrival here, 
I found Bonny the maroon difpatched to me. by 
Johnltone yefterday, returned with another mefiage, 
faying, that he h^d fo many Tick people that he. 
could not reach me this day, but would not feil be- 
ing with me in the morning. This is really fo per- 
plexing, that I do not know what to do. Your 
lordfhip's directions will reach me time enough, if 
difpatched immediately, to enable me to proceed 

part of the way to-night, if your lordfliip difap- 

proves 



proves of my waiting rill to-morrow 5 but if, on the 
other hand, your lordfhip fhould think it proper for 
me to wait till the morning, it will certainly be 
right for me to delay where I am at prefent. 

( I have the honour to be your lordfhip's moft 
obedient, G. Walpole/ 

c Dear sir, 

9 My orders are, 

c That young Jarrett, the four boys, Bonny, and 
the 1 9 women and children, be immediately fecund 
as prifoners : 

€ That you do advance againft the rebels, at die 
very earlieft moment after you receive this order: 

€ That you may take Bonny as a guide, if you 
choofe, and take every meafure to difcover where 
the maroons are : 

€ Should the maroons, in a body, offer to fur- 
render, you may receive their arms on the fpot : 

• Any mefienger going backwards and forwards 
is not to delay your operations : 

c All the maroons now in, to be lent to Montego- 
Bay, as foon as you can procure a fufficient efcort. 

9 I have the honour to remain, with the grcateft 

efteem, yours, Balcarjus, 

9 C. W. January \qth> 1 7 96. 
9 Major- general fValpole* 

No. 22. 

P aft three o'clock^ January 14/A, 1796. 
€ My lord, 

€ Your lordfhip's orders will be obeyed at dawn, 
to-morrow. 

c Tour 
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* Your lordfhip is not, I apprehend, aware*that 
Jarrett furrendered under the treaty, two days 
fince; and, though charged with a meffage from 
me to Johnftone, faid, at the fame time, that he 
would return ; and has kept his word. 

c Bonny furrendered yefterday, and went back- 
wards and forwards twice this day, bringing in his fa- 
mily : His zeal has, I afTure you, fince he has firff 
come here, and witneffed our condudt, been only 
equalled by his activity as a rebel. I underftand 
that he, with Smith, are efteemed the moft intelli- 
gent among them. 

€ Old Palmer, Fowler and Taylor, his two Ions, 
are alfo arrived,, all uncommonly fine men ; BrifTett, 
&c. in all nine men, and about forty women and 
children ; they feem not ro care about their arms. 

c Fowler, whofe wife is fo big with child as not 
to be able to reach the pofts this day, has entreated 
me to let him accompany me in the morning, to 
endeavour to fave her \ this will not, I fear, be pof- 
fible to do, from the dogs. 

c The maroons are where they were exa<5Uy : I 
mean as to refidence ; for there is this difference, 
that they are on their road hither. 

c I have the honour to be your lordfhip's moft 
obedient, G. Walpol*/ 

c There always will be a difference as to think- 
ing between thofe on the fpot and thofe at a dis- 
tance ; reprefentations never ftrike the fame as 
ocular and even auricular demonftration : I wi(h 

your 
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your Iordfhip was here j but your orders fliall bt 
implicitly obeyed. G. W.' 

No. 23. 

Old Maroon Town, Jan. 15, 179& 
* My lord, 
c Eleven flout able maroons, with five women 
and nineteen children, are juft arrived at this poft. 
c I fend you a penciled note from general Wal- 
pole, on his march ; wherein your Iordfhip will fee, 
that he has met with, in different parties, between 
50 and 60 men, women, and children, and John- 
ftone with them ; and that they will be all in ; re- 
fuelling your lordlhip's inftru&ions further how he 
is to proceed. 

c I have the honour to be, in hafte, refpe&fully, 
your obedient fervant, 

e G. Browne, major S^dreg. 9 

No. 24. 
c My lord, Old Town, Jan. 15, 1796. 

c Since my information difpatched to your lord* 
fhip through major Browne, the maroons have been 
coming in till dark. Several are ftill out j Smith 
would reckon about twenty or chirty ; but I fhould 
think more. The troops fleep in the woods, between 
three and four miles from hence. I fhall rejoin them, 
and move forward, if any procraftination fhould en- 
fue in the morning. 

c The total, fince the commencement of the pre- 
fent treaty, who have furrendered, including Mon- 
tague James, &c. ftandthus; viz. 

5- c 91 men, 
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^ * 91. men, m women, 124 children* 

c 1 have the honour to be your lordflrip's moft 
faithful and obedient, G. Walpolb.* 

No. 25. 
c Dear sir, 

c I give you joy of your fuccefsful operations. 

€ I have no orders to give 5 thofe which I have 
already iffued are exaftly conformable to his maje- 
fty's intentions, which have been communicated to 
me this day by Mr. Dundas and the duke of Port- 
land, per the duke of Cumberland packet. Every 
perfon that comes in fhall receive quarter ; but you 
will not relax one moment in ufing every means 
in your power to crufh thefe rebels : If mercy can 
be fhewn, your own feelings will point the way ; 
but. it cannot be extended at the expence of ode 
moment's delay. 

c All the maroons who come in are to be difarm- 
cd within your ports ; and they will be condufted 
to Montego-bay. Jarrett and Bonny, I conceive, 
Tiave furrendered in terms of the treaty. 

€ I have the honour to be, with much finceritjr, 
yours, Balcarrss, 

c Caftle-WemyfS) "Jan. i$tb y 1796. 
c Hon. major-general Walpok' 

No. iS. 
€ Dear sir, . 

c I rejoice moft fincerely at the very happy prof- 
pe£t of a fpeedy termination to the rebellion* 

c 1 hope you have in your pofleffionTfcufea, Wa!* 
lace, and Parkfrifon : I fhould, in that cafe, look to 
an immediate conclufion of the bufigefs. 

« Tfee 
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c The embers ftill remain * to extinguish them, 
I give you a carte blanche. 
. ' I can allure . you, that your condudt will be 
highly approved of by his majefly. 

€ I remain yours faithfully and fincerely, 
€ Caftle-Wemyjs, Jan. 16th, 1796. Bai*carre 
' Hon* major-general Walpole* 

Thursday, 3*/A&ra&, 1796. 

Ordered, That the following meffage be fent to 
his honour the lieutenant-governor. 
May it pleqfeyour honour > 
We are ordered by the houfe to wait on your 
honour, and to requeft you will be pleafed to order 
all the maroons who are in cuftody at Montcgo-Bay, 
Falmouth, and St. Ann's, to be fent up to Spaniih- 
Town, as foon as poflible, by fuch conveyances, 
or under fuch efcorts, as your honour may judge 
neceffary for their fecurity, to wait the determina- 
tion of the legiflature j and that the houfe will make 
geod the expence attending the fame/' 

Ordered, That Mr. Murray and Mr, Wedder- 
burn be a committee to wait on his honour with 
the above meffage ; who returning, reported the 
delivery thereof. 



Wednesday, 23d March, ij 96. 

A meffage from his honour the lieutenant- govcr- 
►r, by his fecretary, as foliows : 



nor 
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** Mr* Speaker y 

" I am commanded by his honour the lieutenant- 
governor to lay before the houfe fundry papers re« 
lating to the Trelawny-Town maroons. 

Firft parcel, twenty numbers. 

Second ditto, twenty- three numbers. 



cc 
cc 



No. I. 

c Dear sir, 

* I have great fatisfa&ion in announcing to you, 
that, in confequence of orders which I iflued to 
major-general Walpole, he moved forward with a 
ftrong column of reg ulars, accompanied by the Spa- 
niards and the dogs. 

c He had only advanced fome hundred yards, 
when a maroon delivered a meffage from Johnftopfe : 
As he had experienced much trifling evafion, and 
infmcerity, it was judged expedient to move flowly 
on, merely taking the precaution of keeping the 
dogs in the rear of the column. 

c In confequence of this arrangement of the line 
of march, which I conceive was both firm ajid tem- 
perate, the maroons, to the huinber of 26b* have 
furrendered. 

c I have in my pofleffion, of Trelawny itiafoons, 
upwards of 40operforts,of whom I count about 130 
men. Some of the young maroons are ftill out ; 
but I think we have a near and happy profpeft of 
extinguifhing the embers of this rebellion. 

D c You 
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c You will announce this pletfing event 
lpcedily as poflible, in the Spanifh-Town 

* 1 have the honour to be, fcfa Gfr. 6?r» 

* Balcarjue$, 
c CaJlk-JFtmfs, iStb Jo*. 1796* 

* Mt*j:r -ventral Campbell, $pa*iJb-Tcxcm.* 

No. 2. 

CJJ M.vocn-'Tcxvn, Jasutn iftb> 179?* 
c My dear lord, 

* Mr. Marhilon will have informed your lorf* 
Ihip of the refill t of yeiterday. Palmer and Par* 
kinfon are not yet come in, and there hare been 
fame doubts as to them ; but I learn to-day chat 
they will come. 

* I hope to difpatrh a body of about 100, this 
day or to-morrow, to Montego-Bay : There does 
nor appear to be the leaft hefitation, either to go 
down then? or to deliver up their arms. John- 
ftone is more cafily to be brought to a conrlufion 
than any of their chiefs whom I have met with, and 
he prefcrves \ery Uriel difcipline amongft hit 
people. 

4 1 could wiih dut your loolihip would have the 
goodneti to allow me to keep fuch a body of them 
here with me as, from cinrumftances of the mo* 
mew, may moft conduce to keep them fatisfied in 
their mmds : There is more in this than molt peo- 
ple think for ; and we are at prefent very great 
friends. Johnllonc has dciircd that his people may 

not 
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not have rum, and he yeftefday jrtinilhed one-man 
for drunkennefs. 

c I have to thank your lordfliip for your per- 
gonal kindnefs to me, and the approbation that is 
likely to flow to me from the king. It ever has' 
been my wifh to difcharge my duty honeftly ; and 
although I do not expeft that his majefty will eVer 
confider my humble exertions to the difparagement 
of my feniors, yet I hope that your lordfliip will 
not think me unreafonable in requefting, at thfe ter- 
mination of this rebellion, your permiflion to re- 
turn to Europe, with a view to obtain his majefty's 
confent, at a general peace, to a fale of my com- 
miflion. 

c I have the honour to be, with every regard 
and refpeft, your lordfhip's moft faithful fervant, 

c Earl Balcarres, &c. &c. G. Walpole/ 

c Dear sir, 
c I am honoured by yours of the 17th inftant; 
and I have not the fmalleft doubt you will do all 
you can to realize thofe advantages we have attain- 
ed, which are in fome degree infecure, until fuch 
time as thefe quickfilver rebels are under lock #adr 
key. I merely fuggeft, that a converfation may 
arife in the country, that the maroons have not r 
furrendered in terms of the treaty ; and as fuch a 
rumour may get to the maroons, which would 
make them uneafy, I wiih that their numbers refW 
dent with you may be reduced by every means you 
can devife : Any part of them that you wifh to keep 

D 2 in 
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in the Old Town will, of courfe, remain,; until yw 
fee the propriety of fending them to the coaft. 

( I fhall order fome preparations to be made in 
St. Ann's barracks, for the reception of a party of 
them. 

c At the end of the rebellion, I fhall very eagerly 
embrace any opportunity of doing what may be 
pleafing to yourfelf. 

€ Yours faithfully, Balcarres.* 

c Caftle-Wemyfsy January 17/&, 1796/ 

c Jarrctt wiihes much to fee* his vife and 
youngeft child j they may be fent to hinn :. The 
wives and families of Ricketts, Dunbar, and the 
others, now at Falmouth, fhould be fent down at 

the fame time. 

c Hen. mcqor-general Walple? 

No. 3. 

Old Maroon Town, January i8/£, 17916* 

c My lord, 

€ I have appointed Mr. Werge to fuperintemf 
the management of the maroons, and Mr. Camp- 
bell, of the 13th light dragoons, to aft as furgeon*s 
mate to them, till your lordfhip's pleafure fhall be 
known. 

f Major-general Reid has, at my defire, offered 
to go down to Montego-Bay witli thofe who are to 
depart this day : This will prevent any diffatisfec- 
tion on their part, I truft -, not that I at prefent fee 

the 
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the flighteft degree of it. Johnftone affures me, that 
they have perfeft confidence as to -every thing. 
He came to me yefterday, to defire leave to fend 
a party of four maroons to bring in Parkinfon and 
Palmer, with the remainder j and that, if they 
failed, he gave up all wifli to protedt them, and 
would leave them to be dealt with as might be 
thought proper. 

c We know perfe&ly where this party are ; fo, 
my good lord, be not alarmed too much. Smith 
has offered to go with me, whenever it (hall be ne- 
ceffary, and treats Palmer and Parkinfon with great 
contempt. I underftand, from the lift lent to me 
by major James, that thirty- two are (till out. This 
lift fhould, though made at the end of his fuperiri- 
tendency, appear to be tolerably accurate, as it 
agrees nearly with Smith's account. 

c I muft make another demand for negroes, in 
cafe of accidents. 

' Martial law muft be continued till the legilte- 
ture comes to a final decifion as to the fubfifting 
and fettling thefe people. If my prefent gang of 
negroes do not run away, as their time is out, I 
fhall, in cafe the remainder are not in, move on 
Tuefday after them. 

1 1 am your lordfliip's moft faithful and obedi- 
ent, G, Walpole.' 
c Earl Balcarres, &c. &c* 

No. 4. 
* Dear sir, 

€ I really think that Smith, and others who you 

have mentioned, have behaved extremely well. 

D 3 < I think 
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c I think they may with great propriety be trufted 
and kept with you, to the extent of any thing within 
ten; and their families may remain with them. 

c But I confefs I ihall enjoy no eafc, until I hear 
that all the reft are actually at Montcgo-Bay. I 
underftand you arc getting them away; certainly 
fome addrrfs is neceffary, to execute this eflential 
point without offending them ; and I am perfuaded 
that none of them who have been fent down ought 
to be permitted to return. 

€ You have now with you all the negroes that 
were fent up for the purpofe of re-eftablifhing the 
poft at Tackey's Bum. I fhould be glad to know 
as foon as you have fixjsd the propriety of refum- 
ing that poft* and I fliall give the neceffary orders 
for its being occupied by a detachment from this 
fide of the country. 

* Yours fincerely, 

c BalCarr.es.' 

* Cqftle-Wemyfsy loth January, 1796. 

* honourable major-general Watyole? 

No. 5. 
f Mv lord, January lotb, 179^ 

e Two of the maroons, out of the four fent by 
Johnftone into the woods, have returned (Sam. 
James, one of them, having been taken ill), with 
three men, whom I eafily perceived to be runa- 
ways. The other two purfued the track of thofe 
who are out, and, as the horn was heard this morn- 
ing, I have ftill hopes they will be brought in, 

5 c Smith 
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* Smith tells me, that the maroons had, tarty in 
the war, a defign to gQ to a place called Oxford, 
on He&or's River, about {even miles Qn this fide 
of One-Eye, in St. Elizabeth's; but were flopped by 
hearing that our troops were there. I hope that 
Mr. Robertfbn deftroyed all the provifions in that 
neighbourhood ; he allured me that he had done 
fo. I have, however, left Palmer and Parkinfon 
fhould aft upon this plan, ordered the 13th light 
dragoons to go immediately to Oxford. It muft 
take up a confiderable time, fhould they do fb, a$ 
Smith tells me that it takes a day to go as far as eve? 
Vaughansfield from hence ; as they are obliged to 
make three or four trips backwards and forwards 
for their children ; and the wounded are ftill in the 
woods, who muft alfo be carried. 

c Should any of this party come in, I fhall di- 
redtly fend your lordfhip their names. 

€ Our negroes are come, fo we can move at any 
time you wifh for it. 

€ Any party going hence to Heftor's River muft 
either go through the pens of Trelawny, or by Ac- 
compong-Town. 

4 1 am your lordfhip's moft obedient, 

c G. Walpole/ 

c The two maroons are returned, without finding 
the others ; I fear that they are fcattered about/ 

No. 6. 
Tbttrfdoy y January itjt y 1796. 

€ My LORD, 

c I had the honour of your lordfhip's letter yet 
terday evening, purporting that an expedition fhould 

D 4 take 
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take place, under the command of a fubordinate 
officer, for particular reafons relative to the field- 
officers, to take place on Friday next. Having 
received, through major Browne, your lordfhip's 
exprefs defire that no expedition fhould take place 
before Saturday, and that f it would be better to 
continue negotiating till that time, I had made the 
arrangements accordingly; and, if your lordfhip 
thinks proper, they (hall now continue fo; as I 
confefs that 1 fhould not wifh that any thing fhould 
be attempted of confequence, but under fome of 
the field-officers ; and i have given afiurances to 
the maroons of a little longer indulgence for the 
coming-in of their families, fome few of whom! 
from ficknefs, are ftill with the remaining maroons 
in the woods. 

1 I fent to major Godley laft night. 

€ I have the honour to be your lordlhip's mod 
obedient and faithful, G. Walpole/ 

€ Bear sir, 

M am favoured by yours of this date. 

c Saturday, 1 conceive, will be a very proper 
day for the expedition, under the command of a 
field-officer, 

c I long to hear of another batch of maroon's 
finding their way to Montego-Bay. 

9 Yours, &c. Balcarres.* 

c Cajlle-Wemyjsy January 21, 1796/ 

' Hon. major -general Walpk* 

No. i % 
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No. 7, 
€ Dear general, 

< I muft ufe one other argument, in addition to 
thofe I urged this day, as to the expediency of 
fending down the maroons to Montego-JBay •, and 
that is a ftrong one ; namely, That it will be moft 
difficult, 1 may fay impofliblc, for me to meet the 
legiflature until this meafure is effe&ed. 

e The fituation of the maroons muft be the im- 
mediate objeft of their deliberations, and fomething 
muft be done by the affembly as to the dilpofal of 
their perfons, 

c It will be impracticable for me to inform the 
afiembly that thefe people have furrendered them- 
felves, unlefs I can give a much more (olid proof 
pf it, than the information of their flapping about in 
the Old Town. 

' I am therefore extremely anxious that this fcr- 

vice may be performed before the return of the 

dogs. 

c Yours fincerely, 

c Balcarres/ 

€ Cafile Wernyjs \ Jan, nd> 1796/ 
* Hon. major -general Walple! 

No. 8. 
Old Maroon Town, Jan. %$d y 1796* 
€ My pear lord, 
c There could have been no neceflity for your 
Jordfliip to recur to any argument to\enforce your 

injun&ions ; 
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c The embers ftill remain » to extinguish then)} 
I give you a carte blanche. 
. c I can allure . you, that your condudt will be 
highly approved of by his majefly. 

€ I remain yours faithfully and fincerely, 
€ Caftle-Wemyjs, Jan. i6tb, 1796. Ba&carres. 
' Hon. major-general Wdlple? 

Thursday, sdMiarcb, 1796. 

Ordered, That the following mefiage be lent to 
his honour the lieutenant-governor. 
<c May it pleqfeyour honour, 
' <c We are ordered by the houfe to wait on your 
honour, and to requeft you will be pleafed to order 
all the maroons who are in cuftody at Montego-Bay, 
Falmouth, and St. Ann's, to be fentup to Spanifh- 
Town, as foon as poflible, by fuch conveyances, 
or under fuch efcorts, as your honour may judge 
neceffary for their fecurity, to wait the determina- 
tion of the legiflature j and that the houfe will make 
geod the expence attending the fame." 

Ordered, That Mr. Murray and Mr, Wedder- 
burn be a committee to wait on his honour with 
the above meffagej who returning, reported the 
delivery thereof. 



Wednesday, 23d March, 17 96. 

A meffage from his honour the lieutenant- gover- 
nor, by his fecretary, as foliows : 
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w Mr% Speaker, - . - 

" I am commanded by his honour the lieutenant- 
governor to lay before the houfe fundry papers re- 
lating to the Trelawny-Town maroons. 

Firft parcel, twenty numbers. 

Second ditto, twenty- three numbers. 






No. i. 
c Dear sir, 

* I have great fatisfadtion in announcing to you, 
that, in confequence of orders which I iflued to 
major-general Walpole, he moved forward with a 
ftrong column of regulars, accompanied by the Spa- 
niards and the dogs. 

c He had only advanced fome hundred yards, 
when a maroon delivered a meffage from Johnftopfe : 
As he had experienced much trifling evafion, and 
infincerity, it was judged expedient to move flowly 
on, merely taking the precaution of keeping the 
dogs in the rear of the column. 

c In confequence of this arrangement of the line 
of march, which I conceive was both firm ajid tem- 
perate, the maroons, to the huffiber of 260, have 
furrendered. 

c I have in my pofleffion, of Trelawny itiafoons, 
upwards of 40operforts,of whom I count about 130 
men. Some of the young maroons are ftill out ; 
but I think we have a near and happy profpeft of 
extinguilhing the embers of this rebellion. 

D c You 
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* With the afliftance of Smith, I begin to gods 
at the fpot where the body now out are j but wc 
muft take a little time to confider* I do not like to 
be beaten. 

c Your lordfhip will excufe my requefting of 
you to permit the inclofed to be lent to Kingfton 
with your difpatch.' 

No. 10. 
Old Maroon Town, January 24A&, 179& 

c My LORD, 

€ Thirty men, twenty-one women, and fixteen 
children, fet off this morning for Montcgo-Bay. 
I intend to fend fome more on the day after to- 
morrow. There was no fort of difficulty in ma- 
naging the bufinefs. 

' Having given them an affurance, that, when* 
ever they were marched to any place, that I would 
permit them to carry their arms in their hands, it 
was intimated to them again this morning ; fomc 
wifhed to do fo, others were wholly indifferent ; 
however, Johnftone the maroon fettled the matter, 
by telling them that they had made peace, and 
therefore had no occafion for them : The arms 
were confequently left behind, without the leaft 
trouble to me, or any wi(h expreffed on my part 
about the matter. 

c T have the honour to be your lordfliip's moft 
faithful and obedient, 

G. Walpole/ 

f Your lordlhip muft be fo good as not to re- 
fttift me to a day, as it is not always that I have * 

proper 
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proper perfon "to go along with the maroons off 
duty. 

€ I left colonel Skinfier yefterday, about four 
miles from hence. I ftiould not have returned, 
but from your lordfhip's letters. I do not expert 
the return of the detachment till to-morrow, at the 
carlieft/ 

No. ii. 
c My lord, 24th January, 1796; 

c There are two women of Accompong-Towri 
here; one of them married into this town; the 
other, I fancy, was on a vifit here when the town 
was burnt : They are very defirous of goihg to 
Accompong ; they tell me, that when on their 
way from hence, in Auguft laft, they were brought 
back againfl: their own confent. 

c Your lordfhip will be fo good as to inftruft 
me upon this. 

c I have the honour to be your lordfhip's moft 
obedient, G. Walpole.' 

No. 12. 

c My lord, January 26th> 1796. 

c Smith the maroon thinks he can find thole 
who are ftill out, and he propofes either to go with 
me or without me, taking eight maroons. He is 
pofitive that they will rifque no engagement, and 
relies chiefly on perfuading them to come in. 
This will benefit us either way ; as, if we find where 
they are, and the perfuafion fails, we can then pur- 
fue. 

€ I requeft 
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* I requeft your lordfliip's orders, and have the 
honour to be your very obedient and faithful fer- 
▼ant, G. Walpole.* 

' Earl Balcarresy fc?r. &V. fcfr/ 

c Dear sir, 

c I had thepleafure of your two letters laft even- 
ing. 

€ We have already fecured advantages beyond 
either my own expe&ations, or any formed by the 
country. I have already realized . everjr thing 
pointed out to me, in my inftrufHons from his 
majefty. To allow eight maroons to go into the 
woods, to endeavour to perfuade people to come 
in, who you yourfelf could not prevail upon, would 
be in contradi&ion to the fpirit of my orders. 

c I am much afraid that you have not been able 
to carry into execution my orders, offending down 
the maroons to Montego-Bay. The delay is of 
the higheft inconvenience, as it is impoflible that I 
can proceed in writing my difpatches to govern- 
ment, until that duty is executed ; nor can the 
packet be permitted to fail until I am enabled to 
make my report to the king. 

c The opinions of his majefty's confidential fer- 
vants are fixed and determined on the principles of 
carrying on this war. I feel and I know that I am 
afting with them, in the orders I have given on 
the fubjeft of fending the maroons to Montcgo- 
Bay. Nothing can be left, under thefe circum- 
ces, to your difcrelion. My orders therefore are, 

c That 
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c That the maroons be fent down immediately 
to Montego-Bay, and to be delivered over to ma- 
jor-general Palmer, orthe officer commanding at that 
poft. If you wi(h to keep a few men with you, 
agreeable to my letters of the 20th and 23d, you 
may ; but even that goes much againft my inclina- 
tion. 

e The two women who fay they belong to Ac- 
compong, I think you had belt fend down to Mon- 
tego-Bay, unlefs you have made them fome pro- 
mife, in confequence of receiving my letter of 
yefterday concerning them. 

c I think that the maroons fhould be fent down 
when the dogs are out, not when the dogs are in. 

c My wifh therefore is, that one half of the dogs 
lhould be fent on the road towards Mocho, on Fri- 
day morning, and the other half on the. road toward* 
Tackcy's, on the fame morning. They ought to 
march by moon-light. 

* Soon after day-break, in the fame morning, 
I wifh that fuch of the maroons as have not been 
forwarded to Montego-Bay, be feht off; they may 
halt that evening (Friday) at John's Hall ; and I 
have given orders to colonel James to fend a party 
of the St. James's militia to receive them at John'$ 
Hall on Friday. 

€ I am, &fr. &c. 

Balcak&es,* 
c January vith> 1796S 

* Honourable major-general fPalpole.' 

No. 13. 
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No. 13. 

e My LORD, 

* Colonel Skinner returned this day, after a mott 
toilfome march, in which he went far beyond the 
ground on which the aftion of the 13 th of Decem- 
ber was fought. It does not appear, that the rebels 
had been any where lately in the vicinity of the 
route which he purfued. 

c I have the honour to be your lordlhip's moll 
faithful fervant, G. Walpole/ 

* Old Maroon Town, January 26th, 1796. 

c Colonel Skinner fpeaks highly of the a&ivity 
and utility of the Spaniards and their dogs/ 

No. 14. 
Old Maroon Town, January 27 th, 1796. 
€ My lord, 

€ I have this moment the honour of your lord- 
fhip's letters No. 1 and 2. The orders contained 
in thofe letters I fhall proceed to put into execu- 
tion, as dire&ed therein ; but I will not anfwer to 
your lordfhip that the Spaniards will content to 
divide the dogs, or themfelves ; and my reafon for 
thinking thus is, I made the requeft once, and they 
refufed it : But I fhall afk again ; at all events, 
there may be a feint made towards Mocho. 

c I am concerned that I did not receive the al- 
terations of your lordfhip's fentiments refpedting 
the women of Accompong-Town fooner, as I have 
permitted them to depart about fours ago. 

c About 
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* About twenty (I have not the lift by fine, 
toajor Brent having gone with the party of maroons 
to Montego-Bay this morning) of the maroons are 
now here ; they eonfift chiefly of Smith's and 
Johnftone's families ; and I did fuppofe that it had 
been left to rhy difcretion to have retained that 
number* for political reafons, arifing, to my know- 
ledge, from local circumftances ; but they can be 
fent down on Friday, if your lordfhip fhould not 
alter your opinion* I am not clear at this inftant how 
our effe&ive force ftands, and whether it will ena- 
ble me to detach towards Mocho, and, at the fame 
time, leave me fufficient for aft efcort to the ma- 
roons. 

c I fay* effective force $ as thofe which returned 
yefterday had undergone more fatigue, and had 
traverfed more ground, than will eafily be credit- 
ed. Your lordfhip would, I apprehend, with, that if 
any point fhould be given up> it is the march in 
the direftion of Mocho : But I truft that I fliall 
be able to execute both* 

€ I fhall inform yourlordlhip to-morrow morning* 
if I cannot. 

c I have the honour to be your lordfhip's itioft 
faithfully, G. WalpoLe. 

c A fmoke was feen this day at a great diftance, 

in the dire&ion of Mouth-River, whereabouts it 

joins He&or's River, on a hill on this fide, fup- 

pofed to be fourteen miles off. I believe, from the 

manner of it, that it was a deception or a fignal, 

as it was evidently meant to be as confpicuous as 

poflfble. 

E < When 
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c When I mentioned, in a former part of m? 
letter, about the number of maroons here, I fpoke 
only of the men. 

* 1 thank your lordfhip for leaving nothing to 
my difcretion ; difcretionary orders are too apt to 
be civil, and confequently not very precife. Your 
lordfhip will have the goodnefs to fay whether any, 
and how many, maroons may be left here. I fear 
that your lordlhip did not entirely read my letter, 
as to any party of them going out. 

€ I have the honour to be, &fc. 

€ G. Walpole. 

f I have to thank your lordfhip for my rank in 
the Weft-Indies, as it appears in the Gazette* 

* Dear sir, 

' I have ordered a detachment of militia, con- 
fiding of fixty men, under the command of lieu- 
tenant-colonel Shawe, to be at the Old Maroon 
Town to-morrow night. 

c This column is intended to accompany that part 
of the dogs which goes to Tacky's j and as lieute- 
nant-colonel Shawe has a thorough knowledge of 
that diftrift of country, he will explore the part of 
of it that lies between Tacky's and Green- Vale, 
following nearly lieutenant-colonel Stevenfon's laft 
track. 

f He will be out three days, and the dogs will 
return the fourth day. 

c As to the part of the dogs that go on Friday 
morning towards Mocho, you may either make 

that; 
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that an effe&ive movement, provided you carl 
properly fupport it, or make it merely a feint, to 
enable you to get away the maroons in the man* 
her I have mentioned, which is my principal 
objedt. 

c I am, &c* &fo Balcarres/ 

f Honourable major-general PFalpsleJ 

No. 15. 

1 My Lord, Jan. iZth, 179& , 

* I fhall move the poft on at Coldfpring to-mor- 
row towards Mocho, by way of feint, it would 
be a very great diftance from hence, nine miles 
at leaft, and then eight more to the fpot where the 
rebels ufed to frequent* But your lordfhip may, 
1 think, reft allured, that none of them are on that 
fide : They may perhaps go that way oh excurfions 
to burn the canes, but hot by iritent to refide there* 
Even Johnftone's party did not like the ground, 
thinking it not fufficiently rocky and difficult for 
their purpofes* 

c Smith Was defiroUs that his brothers fhould go 
down to the Point, to fee his father, and that the 
two former fhould remain there for a few days, ift 
the room of his father and the other brother who is 
there. Whether your lordfhip will content to this 
fort of thing I cannot fay, or whether, if hot, you 
have any obje&ion to their going dowft and return* 

fog. 

*I have the honour to be your lofdfhip's moffc 
faithful, G. Wal?ole/ 

• Earl Baharres, &c. 6fr. &e. 

E a < D*a* 
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f Dear sir, 

c I have received yonr letter of this datr. 

( I really fhould think that the requeft of Smith 
is attended with every danger; and the refufal of it 
is alfo difagreeable. 

c If it was not for a refpedt and delicacy I have 
for your opinion, I fhould at once fay, Make a 
clean fweep, and fend them all down. 

c Yours, &V. Balcarres.' 

• Drmilly, January l%tb, 1796, 

€ Honourable major-general Walpole* 

No. 16. 

€ My lord, January 2&tb 3 1796. 

c The Spaniards are defirous to be permitted to 
go out alone fome time or other ; and they mean to 
remain in the woods until they have finished the 
bufinefs. 

c I underftand from Johnftone, that there arefe- 
veral runaways in the woods between Mocho and 
St. Elizabeth's, but not any maroons. 

c I have the honour to be your lordihip r s moft 
faithful fervant* G. Walpole** 

s Johnftone and Smith have again affured me, 
that if I will go with them, or Skinner, they think 
that every man now out may be brought in : They 
will go with foldiers, but not dogs. 

f No fmoke obfervable on the hiU near Mouth 
River this day. 

c Earl Balcarres, &ta &fr / 

•> «■ 

f Dbab 
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* Dear sir, 

c My fentiments are long ago made up upon this 
bufinefs : Smith's application to day, and their 
propofal fince to go out without the dogs, all con- 
vince me that we have not a moment to lofe. 

c The beft and moft agreeable news that could 
poflibly reach me to-morrow forenoon, would be to 
hear that all the maroons were fecured, and march- 
ed off to Montego Bay ; and, in my letters home, I 
have abfolutely reported that we had fecured them ; 
of courfe, I muft be on thorns until that moment 
arrives. r 

c Yours fincerely, Balcarres/ 

€ Dromilfy, Tburfday, 2%tb January, 1796. 
i Hon. major-general JValpole.' 

No. 17. 
Old Maroon Town, January 29th, 1796. 

c My lord, 

€ In obedience to your lordfhip's orders, receiv- 
ed this morning, I have fent the maroons down to 
Montego Bay. 

€ I cannot but lament that the opportunity (as far 
as I am capable of judging) of bringing in thofe at 
prefent out, fhould be thus loft. Pofitive I am, 
that, had your lordlhip had the fame opportunity of 
judging on the fpot that I have, you would have 
been of the fame opinion, and the war probably 
terminated. 

E 3 c From 
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c From the information which I received from 
Smith, there fcems to be but little chance of any 
but a maroon difcovering a maroon, whenever 
thefc people are where they can remain quiet for 
any time. Dogs cannot fcent, but on a recent ftep; 
and I fear that the maroons are now fb deep in die 
woods, that no expedition can be fupported againft 
them, without rifquing a failure of food and water 
for thofe animals ; with a great probability, even if 
it could be fuftained, of never finding the enemy. 
Had we accompanied Smith, we fhould, if they had 
not been induced to furrender, at all events have 
difcovered where they were, and then could have 
purfued them. The die is caft, and it is now too 
late, unlefs they difcover themfelves ; for I am told 
that the Spaniards fay, that they could live in diefe 
woods for ev^r, that they never faw fuch woods for 
fuftenance any where. 

f Your lordlhip will be fo good as to let me have 
your orders -, but I could wifh that nothing fhould 
be left to my difcretion, 

f I have the honour %o be your lordfhip's moft 
faithful and obedient, G. Walpol^. 

c A (ick woman or two, and two children, h^ve 
been left behind of the maroons at this place. 

c I propofe to go to Montego Bay to-morrow, to 
infpeft their fituation. 

f I fear that the party will not get beyond John's 
Hall this night, owing to the number of women and 
children. 
* Earl Baharres, &c. &c. &c.' 

No, 
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No. 1 8. 

Old Maroon Town, January 3 \ft> 1 796* 
€ My lord, 

* Yefterday 1 went down to Montego Bay, for the 
purpofe, as I had the honour to inform your lord- 
fhip, of infpe&ing the fituation of the maroons there. 

f The barracks are, from the numbers, very 
much crowded ; and I (hould be apprehenfive that 
fome diforders may break out among the people 
there. To obviate this, I fliould fubmit to your 
lordfhip, whether it may not be proper to fit up with 
boards the underneath part of the barrack, which 
has hitherto ferved as a (table. 

c Should your lordfhip approve of this, you can 
ilTue an order to the commiflioners for the pur- 
pofe. 

c I have the honour to be your lordfliip's moft 
feithful and obedient, G. Walpols.' 

No. 19. 
Old Maroon Town> January 31^, 179$. 

* My LORD, 

€ On the embarkation of the 13th, 21ft, and 
49th, I found our ftrength here not fufficient to al- 
low us to fend any of the regular troops from hence 
down to Montego Bay $ and as at that time there 
was every appearance of a termination ofhoftilities, 
I ordered the detachment of the 83d regiment, then 
at Great River and its neighbourhood, down to the 
former place $ but as that fide of the country may 

E 4 be 



C 56 3 

be confiderably cxpofcd thereby at the prcfent mo- 
ment, I fhould fubmit to your lordfhip whether or 
not it might be proper to order back the 83d to 
their original pofition, and direft colonel James to 
call in about feventy of the militia to the Bay, to 
guard the marcons. 

€ It will be necefTary to have a poft at Mocho, 
shout halfway between Coldlpring and Catadupa; 
the diftance being about nine miles from the firft 
to the latter place. 

( We muft, I fear, call for a confiderablc number 
of pioneers j 1 fhould think about one thoufand, or 
twelve hundred j in order to get with all poffiblc 
difpatch through the remainder of the work. 

c I much fear that the 13 th and 14th will not be 
a very aftive reinforcement for the firft three weeks 
after they land, from their having been (q many 
months on board the tranfports : I fhould rccom-t 
mend to your lordfhip their being brought up into 
the country, in a very few days after their being 
landed. 

c I have the honour to be your lordfhip's moft 
faithful and obedient, G. Walpo^e/ 

€ Dear sir, 

C I am rejoiced to find that all the maroons are 
now fecuredi but I am forry that your judgment 
has differed with mine on the propriety of that mea- 
fure. 

c Your requifition of twelve hundred negroes* I 
am afraid, will ftartle the country, who believe, and 

4 I think 
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I think wit^i reafon, that their efforts to crufh this 
rebellion have nearly fucceeded, and that they may 
look with fome reafonable hope of their being fuf- 
fered to go on with their crop, in a degree of tran- 
quillity and repofe. 

f Baggage negroes will be required, as ufual, to 
attend any columns which you may fend out; but 
if the 1,000 or 1,200 pioneers are wanted for the 
purpofe of making roads and communications, I 
am of opinion that fuch a meafure (hould be done 
by an adl of the legiflature, and not without it. I 
cannot, however, judge of it, as you have not men- 
tioned the fpecific, or even the general, purpofe for 
which they are wanted. 

c With relpedt to the a&ive operations of the 
war, our opinions have gone hand in hand ; but 
although we cannot be too watchful to fmother the 
embers of rebellion, ftill I think you give much 
more confideration to the prefent ftate of the war, 
than either I do or the country does, 

c My general notion of it is, that, the inftant the 
reinforcement arrives, the militia may go home ; if 
a further reinforcement is neceflary, I think it 
{hould be dogs : 

c That the duty of the regulars will be to guard 
the maroon prifoners at the pofts of Montego Bay, 
Falmouth, and St. Ann's which laft place fome of 
the prifoners fliould be fent to from Montego Bay : 

c That the troops fhould be fo pofted as to be 
able to furnifh a column to move to any point 
where the rebels may appear, in a very fhort fpace 

of 
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of time : Three pofts are very evident, as being 
confonant with this idea; namely, Mocho, Dro- 
milly, Old Town 3 and Vaughansficld. I fhould 
have liked a divifion of the dogs to have been at 
each of thefe places ; but, at all events, Dromilly 
ought to be a poft for one divifion of them. 

* My fituation in this country, and the ncceffity 
I am under to attend perfonally when there is a 
meeting of the legiflature, muft confine me much 
to the fixing of general principles, which are found- 
ed both upon my inftructions, public and private, 
from the king and his confidential fervants, but alfo 
regulated by what relates to the civil government 
of the ifland. I know how pleafant it is to an offi- 
cer to aft under direft orders ; the next pleafant 
circumftance is, to have the greateft latitude given, 
confident with the abfolute duty of the commander 
in chief or governor. But your requeft to have 
nothing left to your difcretion, is totally incompa- 
tible with the very high fituation in which you are 
placed: I muft leave much to your difcretioo, as 
having the chief command in my abfence ; and the 
great opinion 1 have had of the proper exercifc of 
that difcretion, afiuredly will juftify the favourable 
report I have made to his majefty of your fervices 
in this war. 

* 1 beg you will fend me a return of the number 
of arms that were brought in and furrendered by the 
maroons j fixteen of which were brought down to 
Cattle Wemyfs, by the men that were forwarded to 
Falmouth. 

€ I have 
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€ I have the honour to be, dear fir, yours fin- 
cerely, Balcarres/ 

c Dromilly, iji February 1 7 96. 

€ Hon* major-general Watyole? 

No. 20. 

Old Maroon Town, 3 \ft January, 1796, 
* My lord, 

€ As near as I can recoiled, the number of arms 
delivered in here and at Caftle-Wemyfs are 95 ; 
of this about 29 are at Montego-Bay. The firft 
party which were fent having their arms by per- 
miffion from me, they were again delivered up 
there, in charge of the 83d regiment. I permitted 
one of thefe arms, which had been the property of 
a gentleman, to be delivered to a friend of his. 

* I called for the negroes chiefly for the purpofc 
of making roads, and eftablifhing pofts in advance : 
Among thefe, Pond River, the laft Hand of the 
maroons, it was my defign to take poll at, on ac- 
count of the water ; and thence the road might be 
continued to He&or's River. This would in a 
great meafure reach the parilh of Trelawny, and 
cut off the accefs to that plentiful fupply of fprings 
between the interior parts of the cockpits, and the 
pro vifion- grounds of that parilh, as well as open 
the communication, down the banks of the above- 
mentioned river, with St. Elizabeth. 

c As to my opinion, it is of mighty litde confe- 
ouence, efpecially when the matter which was the 

caufc 
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caufe of it may be poffibly paft : But I did, I con- 
fefs, think that, by . Smith's afliftance, wc fhould 
have traced the maroons ; and had we failed in 
bringing them in, we fhould at all events have 
known their haunts, and might have purfued them. 
What gave rife to the fuggeftion of Smith was thisj 
the finding a flick at Pond River, with a white 
ftreamer fattened to it. This was one of their fig- 
rials i and Smith turning to me, in the prefence of 
colonel Skinner, faid, " Sir, we can bring them 
out as eafy as to kifs your hand." Your lordfhip 
will recoiled:, that this party of eight maroons was 
to have been attended by a party of the king's 
troops. 

* I am extremely obliged to your londfliip for 
your favourable mention of my fervices: I have 
but one motive ; that of doing what I ought to do. 

c I muft repeat, that if your lordfhip had had 
the different communications, and conferences on 
the fpot, that you would then have been more of 
my opinion. 

€ I fhall fend your lordfhip an cxaft lift of the 
maroon arms foon ; you will inform me if you are 
in hafle about it, as I muft go or fend to Montegq 
Bay. 

c I have the honour to be your lordfhip's moft 

faithful and obedient, 

G. Walpolb.* 

* Earl Baharres, &V. &?<*. &c* 
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No. i. 
Old Maroon Town, February I/?, 1 7 96* 
* My lord, 
c I have the honour to enclofe to your lordfhip 
two letters which I received laft night. The ma- 
roons, I am pretty certain, went to Oliphant's by 
the road, and not through the cockpits, 

c I have the honour to be your lordfhip's very 
faithful and obedient fcrvant, 

c G. Walpole. , 
€ The 13th dragoons, thirty in number, have been 
at One Eye during the laft week paft.' 

c Sir, One Eye, January igtb 1796. 

c I am favoured with your orders of the 26th in- 
ftant, and am much flattered by the confidence you 
have repofed in me. I have communicated the 
fame to major Shawe, commanding the Vere de- 
tachment at Heftor's River $ and have from him 
received affurances of his cordially co-operating 
with your orders, and in every meafure will, I am 
affured, ufe every exertion to crufh our favage foe. 
I am at the fame time under much concern to re- 
prefent the fituation of the troops at He&or's River 
and its vicinity : That, for want of neceffary fup- 
plies, the dragoons at One Eye cannot be advanced 
into the woods j that the fupplies for the Vere de- 
tachment at Heftor's River are very precarious, 
they being often in want of bread-kind, and other 
neceflaries of life ; that this want of fupply is ow- 
ing to a fupinenefs in fome of the commiffioners, 

under 
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under a perfuafion that no maroons will ever tnaktf 
that way. Major Shawe and myfelf waited on colo- 
lonel Peart, who promifed to exert himfelf to pro- 
cure and forward provifions, &c. but I feaf it will 
be fome time before we can march, having neither 
pioneers or baggage negroes for the 1 3th dragoons. 
The place alluded to in your letter, as the incended 
retreat of the maroons, is called Oliphant's, for- 
merly the property of David lord Oliphant ; and fb 
far from . the Trelawny maroons being under any 
difficulty in finding their way to it through the 
cockpits, that fourteen or fifteen of them were en- 
tertained by Mr. Mure's gardener at that place, 4 
few weeks previous to the breaking out of this re- 
bellion. However, that place is in the pofieffion 
of the Vere troops on Heftor's River banks. If I 
had been furnilhed with the neceflary fupplies and 
baggage negroes, I intended to have fcoured the 
woods acrofs the country, by way of Mouth River, 
home to the Trelawny fetdements. 

* The Vere detachment have been, immured in 
the woods ever fince the 20th November 1795. 
This they have all along fubmitted to without * 
murmur ; the ftrvice has to them been peculiarly 
fevere, owing to the remote fituation from their 
homes, which prevented them drawing fupplies from 
their friends. However, they have no wifh but for 
the public good, and wait with anxiety the moment 
to call them to aftion. Neverthelefs, it would be 
an aft of charity to relieve them* or change their 
poft. 

4 I remain 
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c I remain, with the greateft refped, fir, your 
mod obedient and very humble fervant, 

* Hon. major-general JValpole, Fras. Robertson/ 
€ Old Maroon Town. 9 

* Sir, 
€ I received your favour, and fhall certainly be- 
nefit all I can from Mr. Robmfon's information, 
and will co-operate with much pleafure in any 
thing that may be deemed necefiary for the good of 
the fcrvice we are engaged in. From every inform- 
ation I have had from colonel Batty and general 
Campbell, I have been always led to believe the ma- 
roons were likely to be drove in here ; and colonel 
Batty, in a former letter, advifed me to folicit colo- 
nel Peart to fend in what troops he might have at 
One Eye, and that he would fupply their place with 
fome from colonel Caldwell's detachments in Mile 
Gully. This I communicated to colonel Peart j but 
he had none there, and the want ofprovifions made 
me lefs anxious to prefs the bufinefs, as I have never 
been able to get above one day's fupplies.at the pott 
at any time fince I took the command here. Many 
days we have been entirely out of bread-kind, fome- 
times out of bee£ and frequently, indeed oftener 
than otherwifc, at fhort allowance of bread-kind, 
and that frequendy of the worft kind $ and if I had 
not got flour, fait beef, and bifcuit from Vere, I do 
not think I could have maintained the poft till this 
time. The officers have, at great expence and in- 
convenience, almoft wholly fupplied their table 

from 
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from thence. I think that the commifliohtfrs rtitlft 
be very dilatory, otherwife we would have been 
better fupplied ; all that I write to them has no 
effeft. In confequence of its being ftrongljr fup- 
pofed that the remaining maroons and runaways 
would make for thefe woods, I wrote to colonel 
Caldwell, in cafe I fhould be obliged to advance 
further into the woods, that it would be neceflary 
for me to call on him for part of his detachments to 
aflift me, as I conceived I had too few troops for 
that bufinefs, and prote&ing the provifions and an> 
munition that it would be neceflary to have . depo- 
fited here -, at fame time apprized him of the diffi- 
culty of providing fupplies of provifion, fo that he 
might judge for himfelf in the propriety of coming 
forward. His anfwer to me was, that he had in* 
clofed my letter to general Campbell, and that he 
did not think he could well leave Mile Gully un- 
protected 1 and that, more efpecially, he thought it 
would be improper to move forward without fur- 
ther orders, when he confidered the difficulty of 
procuring provifions. To this I readily dient, and 
indeed only wifhed for further reinforcement in cafe! 
of adtual neceflity, and thought it bed to apprize 
him of what I thought might be required. You 
may reft afllired there fhali be nothing wantirig ott 
my part to defend the poft. 

c I have the honour to be, with great refpeft, fir* 
your very humble fervant, A. Schaw 3 

€ Hettor's River, January $otb, 1796* 
€ Hen. major-general Watyole? 

No* 2# 
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No; 2* 

* Sir; 

* It is my intention to move about i $d or i 60 of 
the maroon prifoners from Montego Bay t6 the 
barracks at St. Ann's* where they are to remain; 

' You will therefore have every thing prepared 
for their reception j and I beg you will notify this 
to the commiflioners, that they may take the necef* 
fai y arrangements as to feeding them* &V. £$rV. 

' 1 have the honour to be your rrioft obedient 
Humble fervant, Balcarres/ 

' Dromilly, February 1, 1796. 
€ Colonel Stevenfofty or officer commanding at SL Ann's.* 

€ I {hall write you foon as to the manner of guard- ' 
lng them.* 

No. 3* 
Dear sir, 

* I received your letter of February ad, laft even- 
ing- . . • 

c My objeffc has been to keep myfelf free and un- 
committed } by no means to cramp you in any 
point that I am not forced to. The maroons are 
fecured, and in fuch a manner as will leave to the 
legiflature the full exercife of their powers, when 
they meet on March lit. I do not know your opi- 
nion refpedling the treaty, nor do I defire to kno\ir 
it: I have formed my own, and muft declare it, 
When I am called upon. You will of courfe take 

F every; 
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lordftiip will be perhaps turprifed to learn, that 
fpies from thofc in the woods have more than once 
come out, by a circuitous route, to the hills over 
the town, and obferved what has been palling; 
they have feen the different bodies, particularly the 
laft, lent off to Montego-Bay, and hare con ft rued 
it into treachery on our part. I am told that fbme 
came to furrender, and upon this went back to the 
woods. 

€ Their want of water is, I underftand, extreme; 
they cannot get any but what they draw from the 
wild pines; and that, Johnftone tells me, is at this 
time very unwhokfome. They have a plan, \[ 
driven from thefc woods, of going towards Care* 
River, at a place called Old Woman's Savanna. 
As fait as they exhauft the pines at one place, they 
move further on. 

I have offered no terms but lives; and it may 
be necetfliry to explain to your lordfhip, that I was 
obliged to alter my original plan of attending, with 
a detachment of the king's troops, the maroon 
party. The want of water, after the firft day's 
march, wj£ an infuperable difficulty ; and on being 
latiified in my own mind of the fidelity of the party, 
I permitted them to go ; and my confidence has 
not been forfeited: They were abfent fix days; 
and if I had allowed them a longer term, perhaps 
more might have been brought in. 

€ As your iordlhip may perhaps wi(h to ky be- 
fore the legiflature the names of thofc who have 
aftcd with fuch fidelity to the public caufe, I have 

to 



to mention the names of Jdmfl$*e, Smi$b> Sam; 
James, Senior yRcid, Sam. Barnctt. 

c I have the honour to be your lordfhip's- anoft 
faithful and obedient fervant, 

« G. Walpow, 

c I think it probable, that many of thofe faid to 
be ftill in the woods have been killed in the differ- 
ent aftion?/ 

No. 5. 

Mmtego-Bay, Jth February* Yftf*. 
' Dear, sir, 

c In confequence of the orders I deceived ydfef- 
day, I prepared one hundred of the militia to be 
ready for an efcort to the maroons, on Monday 
morning. I think it right to inform you, fh£t Mr. 
Werge has julf now reported' to me his having 
mentioned to the maroons the orders for feparating 
them, and that they are very much alarmed and 
difcontemed, faying they had rather be killed at 
once. 

€ I AiaH*, however, be prepared to execute mf 
orders -, but wifh to have your fefltimentJs on this 
bufmefs in the courfe of die day., 

* As Mr. Werge dfid not mention thd orders (at 
the maroons march until this morning, it is im- 
poflible for him to fend a rerun of thofe that arp 
logo. 

1 Shaw &?s> that if the runaways come tethtf 
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knowledge of what is to happen, he cannot be an* 
fwerable for them, that they will attempt aa 
efcape. 

* Dear fir, your moft humble fcrvant* 

J. Rob. James/ 

9 Hon. major-general WalpoIe y Old Maroon Town. 9 

No. 6, 
€ My lord, February \fi % 17 96, 

c To-morrow I intend going into the woods^ 
with five or fix maroons, and about one hundred 
regulars; in all probability we ft^all be abfent a 
week. 1 fhall take rockets with me, in order, 
fliould we find thofe now out, to call up the dogs, 
if they perfift in not fuf rendering. 

' It feems that there is a good deal of water in 
the Black Grounds, and proyifiqns, feyeral fettle- 
ments being forming there $ and of courie many 
people, whites and negroes, muft be acquainted, 
with the fpot; The proprietor of Mahogany-Hall 
would, I think, not be an improper perfon fb{ 
your lordfhip {o talk with on the fubjeft. What 
I fhould propofe would be, to fend fome confiden- 
tial negroes, under the promife of reward, to fearcl\ 
for tracks about the places where watej and proyi- 
fions are. 

c I have the honour to be your ^ordfliip's moft 
faithful and obedient, 

«' Earl Balcarresj fcf c. &c. iSe. G. Walpoli/ 

ft 
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No. 7. 

f My dear lokd, February 1 1/*, 1796. 

f To-morrow or next day I will fend you a more 
particular account 5 but in cafe that you fhould have 
any arrangemfents to make as to the packet, I can 
inform you, that about thirty maroons;, including 
women and children as well as men, will be here, 
I truft, to-morrow. Smith has arrived with nineteen ; 
Johnftone, who has behaved with great fidelity in 
this inftance, I expeft to-morrow, with the re- 
mainder. I am preparing to move the 13th dra* 
goons through the cockpits, from One-Eye. Par^ 
kinfon and Palmer are not of the number above- 
mentioned: It feems that the fteps relative to their 
various removals have reached them; and, conic;* 
quendy, whatever has been done againft their con- 
fen t much exaggerated. I have all along been 
afraid of this* 

' I {hall fend the maroons to the Bay in two or 
three days. 

f I am your lordfhip's moft obedient, 

<G.Wai.pomu' 

No. 8, 

c My Lord, iZth February, 179& 

I omitted in my laft to inform you, that it wat 
my intention to attempt to cut a road to Pond- 
River, the place where the maroons made their 
Jaft ftaad, in order that I might avail myfelf of the 

F 4 water 
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water at that place, fhould it become advi&ble m 
snake any expedition hereafter into the woods ii\ 
fearch of the rebels ftill out; it being perfe&ly 
: clear, that fuch a thing muft be utterly impraSi- 
cable from our prefcnt pofts. I hope, bjr die di- 
je&ion which we have given to the intended joad, 
$at the diftaqce will be Shortened from fcven to 
(bur miles. The maroons arrived a( St. Ann's 
very well iatisfied, as colonel Bell informs me. 
^The runaways (for they were fo blended a* pot to 
be diftingu^fhed) were much alarmed : I am tolc^ 
that there are fome among them who have beeq 
puffing from the cftates for years, 

< I have the fatisfa&ion to acquaint your lord* 
fbip, that Mr, Gubbips, of the 13th light dragoon^ 
has entered the woods from the fide of St. Eliza* 
bcth,- at One-Eye: He merits great applaud for 
his pcrfeverance. The commiffionejs either 
Could not or would not furni/h provifions -, indeed^ 
I truft that they were not able : The troop* under* 
tool;, fooner than be debarred their fliare of enter- 
prize, to cure it themfelves: It is curioufljr done, 
I make no doubt j but, fuch as it is, they have en-* 
tered the woods, with a refolution to penetrate either 
dire&ly through the cockpits, or up the banks of 
He&or's River. The Spaniards are with Mr^ 
Gub.bins, and a detachment of Accompqng, ma- 
roons : The whole town fhewed great readineis y 
but only a few felefted as track-men, or rathej; t$ 
give the direction. 
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f I have die honour to be your Jordfhip's mo^ 

faithful and obedient, 

f Earl R^karris > £s?f. &?? . fcf?. Q. Wa^p'oia* 

* Mr. Robertfon, of the St. Elizabeth's militia^ 
ppcompaoies the expedition. 

* I inclofe your Jordfhip a lift, the lafi fyatcb 2&$ 
HOI included/ 

No. 9. 
* Dun Si*, 

< From the ftate of the maroon war, I am caq+ 
yinced the country will be of opinion that martia$ 
jaw ought not to be continued : 

4 That th$ regular troops, with the affiftance df 
^he black fhot, the Spaniards, &c. are fufficient, 
?s a force to watch aver the embeds <*f the rebels 
lion: 

And that a party ftft may be made of fuch energy 
$s may fuit the purpofe. 

c This party bill wa$ in confiderabfe forward* 
nefs at the moment of the late adjournment of the 
Jioufe of affembly. 

c It is only upon my giving ah aflurance > that 
martial law will be taken off as foon as the party 
aft fhall pafs, that I can hope to carry the queftku^ 
at the next council of war* of continuing, martial 
law, 

f Under thefe circumftaaces, we muft look for- 
ward tp the application of the regular forces^ whc$ 
$he militia go to their homes. 

* I think it will take a confiderable force to guarc| 
$e O^aroon prifoners. The 17 th light dragoons 

v4 






[ 74 ] 

and the 6 ad regiment may occupy Montego-Bay, 
Falmouth, and St. Ann's, 

c The 17th are to hold themfelves in readinefs 
(o embark for St. Domingo, when they fend (hip* 
ping to receive them > of which no requifidon is 
as yet made. 

€ The 83d regiment may occupy the Maroon 
Town. 

€ I fhould be glad to know your wifh as to the 

quartering the 13th light dragoons, on their ar- 
fivaL 

c The 14th regiment of light dragoons are not 
to remain in this country, if quiet is reftored. If, 
Jiowever, the banditti of runaway (laves have gone 
down to Old Woman's Savanna, they mull occupy 
pods in that neighbourhood ; the country that lies 
behind it I believe never was explored. 

c I beg that you will order a lift to be taken of 
all tools and implements, and alfo what belongs to 
the hofpital, fuch as cradles. 

« Should frelh difturbances break out, we mull 
meet them anew j but there is no alternative a( 
prefent, but the militia going home, and the fiir- 
jrifhing of the guards over the maroons to be don* 
py the regular troops. 

4 Thefe are my prefent fentiments; if you wifli 
for any particular difpofition of the troops, be I9 
good as to let me know. 

< The moment the party aft fhall pafs, I fhall 
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give you notice of it, and the militia will begia t<j 
jnove. 
fl am, &V. &c. Balcarres/ 

February %otb, 1^6** 
f thnwtabk major -general Wvtjpkf 

Itfp. 10^ 
f Dbar sir, 

* I have heard that fome maroons have beeq 
permitted tp go from Mpntego-Bay to Falmouth 
(to the great offence of the country) unguarded, 
1 wilh yoq would fend immediately a ftrong party 
pf regular troops, to relieve the militia in the duty 
pf guarding thefe prifoners. I think the detach- 
ment of the 17th light dragoons would do this duty 
properly $ an4 they will be then ready to embark 

4 I requeft that you will give them the ftri&eft 
orders to keep the ftrifteft guard over them ; and 
that this detachment is to be refponfihle that no 
efcape lhall be attempted ; for which purppfe eacfy 
centinel is to have his piece loaded. 

€ You will no doubt take effe&ual means to fc- 
pure all arms and ammunition, by fending it baek, 
£r fecuring it at the Old Town* 

€ . Yours, &V. Balcarres/ 

' King's houfe, February iytb t 1 796. 
1 Honourable major-general fFatyok.' 

No. n, 

'■ Sir, 
"• ? It was found neceflary in Weftmorland, at the 
beginning of the Trelawny maroon rebellion, to 

fecurc 
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fccurt Ac perfon* ef att thtfe aftarooatf wfc^ itfided 

in Weftmorland. 

' As this, is a meafure which the fktfetj of the 
country required, and it appearing that nearly the 
whole of thefe marotosforefidingiii Wrflrn»niliirl 
had no conne&ion with the rebel town, there can 
be no reafon for keeping thefe people in confine- 
jnent i they may therefore be enlarged mcT per* 
initted to return to their homes. 

* I have the honour to be your rrtoft o &edfc m 
fumble fervant, B alcarkk/ 

« Khfs bexfa *$tb February* ijtfk 

* Ctfml Lawrence, Wtfmorland* 

No. 12, 

♦ Sift, 

« This country is e*tremdy aferrnerf at tfce cu% 
Ctrmftancc of feveral of the maroon priibners hav-* 
jng been ften at St. Ann's, goings at laige wirhout 
guards. I beg that no relaxation may lake place, 
jefpe&ing guarding agafioft all poffiWe efcapc of any 
<>f thefe maroons. 

« I have the honour to be, fir, your moft obe- 
dient humble fervanr, Balcarris." 

c Kings houfe, March 4/A-, f 796L 

* Gohnel Rofe> or officer commanding at St. 4nr£s Bay? 

No. r 3. 
Old Maroon Town> March 4/^ 1795, 

* My dear lord, 

* I arrived here but this, cfcyj having flopped 

6 ycftcroay 
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yfeftcr&ay «o reft myfeif. I have only to fay tfttit 
yxMir tondfliip's orders, ms contained in your dif* 
fercnt dtfpatches, fhali be executed without delay. 
The 17 th fhall march the day after to- morrow, 
for Montego Bay. I am lorry to learn what has 
happened ; but I hope it has been miftated to your" 
Jordfhip, as I know not of any maroon, except 
Smith's family, that have paffed that way ; and as 
I was here for foaie days after, without hearing 
any complaint in my correfpondence with colonel 
Bell, but the contrary, I flaall trull that the repre- 
fentation is not what your lordfhip apprehends to 
be the cafe. I have been obliged to bring my 
own letter from St. Elizabeth, there being no con- 
veyance from thence to town direct except on 
pods-days. 

< I have the honour to be your lordftrip's moil 
fckfaiul and obedient, G. Walpola.' 

€ I underftand that thofe maroons now out have 
(aid, that they do not ever mean to do any mifchief ; 
this we ihall fee.' 

' No. 14. 
« S ir, King's bottfi, 4th March, 1 7 96^ 

* Every perfon here is alarmed in the highefl: 
degree, as they underftancfthat fome of the marooa 
prifoners, under your charge, have been feen near 
Falmouth, even without a guard. 

c I mull entreat that you do give immediately 
the ftrifteft orders, as to the thoroughly guarding 
thefc prifoners j and I truft you will confider the 

weight 



t 7« 3 

weight of refponfibility that unquestionably lies 
upon yourfelf alone -, that fucb guards and centmels 
he placed as to prevent the pqfftbility of any of them 
effecting their ejcape. 

< Yours, Balcarres/ 

e Major-general Palmer S 

No. 15* 
c My dear lord, March $tb 9 1796. 

c The inclofed I fend with all ipccd to your 
lordfhip j and give you joy of having again the 
opportunity of finally and effedtually terminating 
the rebellion. 

c The letter is written in fb much hurry as 
not to admit of giving any detail ; but the affair I 
believe to be this : That the maroons, finding that 
we could get at them, fent forward Shawe, whilft 
the others were conveying, as well as they could, 
their families from the dogs. Nothing but the ex- 
haufted ftate of both the detachment and dogs 
would have prevailed, I am confident, on either the 
Spaniards or the 1 3th, to have continued the pur- 
fuit ; but I fear there was no conquering the want 
of water ; for nearly three days, I was a witnefi to 
it ; and my reafons, under thofe circumftances, for 
permitting the detachment to go forward, your 
lordfhip is already in pofieflion of. 

I fhall grant lives only. I have been too fcanda- 
loufly traduced already, to exert my judgment for 
the public good, notwithftanding your lonUhip's 

ratification 
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ratification of the terms heretofore granted. I Iball 
endeavour to keep the matter afloat till I may be 
honoured with your lordfhip's commands ; for I can- 
Hot but apprehend that they may make fome effort 
to get to windward, defperate as it may appear^ 
fhould they be dealt with too rigidly in their 
conceptions. 

c I hope that the country will not lofe the oppor- 
tunity,, 

c I have the honour to be your lordlhip's moll 
faithful and obedient, G. Walpole/ 

c Dear sir, 

c In your letter of the 5th inftant, you write me 
that you have been too fcandaloufly traduced al- 
ready, to exert your judgment for the public good, 
notwithftanding my ratification of the terms hereto- 
fore granted. 

c This I do know, that all public men every where 
will be traduced by reftlefs and violent characters ; 
but my ratifying the treaty which you figned fuffi- 
ciently marks the fupport which 1 gave to that 
meafure $ and the refpe&able council that advifed 
me to ratify it, bears you out as well as myfelf The 
fame council expreffed themfelves in clear terms, 
as to the aflurance you gave the maroons, that they 
fhould not be fent off the ifland ; and it ftands on 
the minutes taken at that council, That, provided 
the maroons performed the ift and. 3d articles of 
the treaty, that the fecret articles Ihould be com- 
plied with, 

€ Evtry 
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* Every man, however, will form his own dpkltfff 
as to thofe two points : Firft, Whether or notthtf 
treaty is a wife one $ Secondly, If it has been per' 
formed. It now lies before the aflembly, as weH 
as our correfpondence upon it* from the period of 
colonel Hull's aftion to the moment of the maroons 
coming in, inclufive, and alfo my letter dated 2d of 
February. 

€ In regard to the third article of the treaty, it 
(lands upon a matter of facft, to eftablifh, whether 
the runaways were furrendercd, agreeable to that 
article or not. 

c As to the firft and fecond articles, my mind is 
made up upon the fubjeft ; and my opinion is, that 
if force had not been fent out againft them, in con- 
formity to my orders of the 14th of January, ifliied 
in confequence of my receiving your letter of that 
date, they would not have come in at all. 

€ But from the high fituation which you have 
filled, from the intercourfe and conventions you 
have had with thefe maroons, and, above all, that 
thefe unhappy people may have every circumftance 
adduced to the afiembly that can operate in theif 
favour, it may be fair and right in you to give an 
opinion, if you are fo inclined, how far, in youf 
conception, thefe people have complied with the 
articles of that treaty. 

c I am perfeftly aware, and (hall hold in my 
recolleftion, the favourable opinion you have of the 
Smiths and Johnftone ; and I (hall reprefent it to 
the affembly at a proper time. Whatever opinions 

wc 
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%fc My \iold refpe&ing the treaty, We are urfited 
t* ih the fentiment of bringing the bufinefs before the 
^toblic in the fulleft and faireft manner ; and if the 
ftete of tfefe war can permit of your abfenee* I 
fcoald wifli you here^ that we might do it in cotw 
jtin&ion. 

c I wifli to make a temark Upon the firffc part off 
your letter of the 5th, which runs in thefe words : 
%c I give you joy of having again the opportunity 
of finally and eSfe&iially terminating the rebel- 
lion." 

c This> 1 prefiime*, alludes to the circtimftance 
1 tyf your wifhing to keep the maroon prifoners at the 
Maroon Town> inftead offending them to thfe coaft; 
I really cannot ftate this to have been a difference of 
Opinion between yoiirtelf and me ; and I aril free to 
confefs that their remaining in that filiation might 
have been in indilcemdnt for thofe ftill otit to have 
come in. But I thought it was playing too deep 
b game s and if the marbons had given lis the flip, 
I fhould have had a dreadfiil reekoriing to aceoiinr 
tor to the king, this country, and friy o#h tranquil- 
ity of mind. 

\ I am, 6JV. £fo Balcarres.* 

* March qthi 1796* 

* Honwrctile mq}fr-gtxi)ral Wdtyolij 

* My d&aH tOROj Mhrcb \\'ib % tj$6. 

* I have this moment yoiitt of (I think it is) the 
5>tfi of March. 

G * I fend 
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- r I fend you a private letter ; make what ufe of 
it you pleafe. I have no obje&ion to its being 
ihewn and canvafled ; indeed, I fear that you haw 
been in fome points deceived. The maroons 
would make out a ftronger cafe, from what paffc 
by my ear very often, than is imagined. Many of 
them fay, that the rebellion of — 6o would not have 
been quelled but for them -, there are fome of them 
here who were wounded in that event : Indeed, my 
dear lord, had there been fuch a body at St. Do- 
mingo, the brigands never would have rifen. This 
may look like being an advocate ; but it is my 
honeft opinion. If Palmer and Parkinfbn Ihould 
refufe the terms, which I think they will, you never 
will conquer them. I fliall offer the terms, and 
there leave the matter. 

€ I will not, nor (hall any thing induce me, avail 
myfelf of that reliance which 1 fee they have in me> 
until I am certain that no deceit is intended. I will 
not be acceflary to fo foul a crime. 

c Could not a company of rangers be formed 
from them, agreeable to the hints which I once laid 
before you, and the reft difperfed about as free citi- 
zens, like the people of colour. 

c Johnftone fet out this morning, with D. Shaw, 
T. Harding, and Bucknor. I do not expert them 
back till the 1 9th. 

€ Content yourfelf, my lord, with this reflection r 
That the ifland, by firmnefs and humanity together, 
has been faved, without a Jingle cane dejlroycdi and 

at 
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r $t a time when the JIaves were Jet agog by Mr^WiU 
jf berforce. 

» - c I have the honour to be, in hafte, your lord- 
fliip's moft faithful and obedient, 

c G. Walpole/ 

c One word as to the freedom allowed the ma- 
. toons ; Montego-Bay barrack is not fecure j it is beft: 
therefore not to feem to miftfuft them.' 

[Private.] March nth, 1796. 
* My dear lord, 
' * Imuft trouble your lordlhip with a few words 
In privacy and confidence. 

c For Tome days pad, I have been in a ftate of 
confiderable uneafinefs at a report, which feems to 
gain ground, that the legiflature mean to infringe the 
capitulation accepted by me and ratified by your 
lordfhip. 

c My lord, to be plain with you, it was through 
my means alone that the maroons were induced to 
furrender, from a reliance which they had in my 
word, from a conviftion imprefled upon them by 
me that the white people would never break their 
faith. 

€ All thefe things ftrongly call upon me, as the 
inftrumental agent in this bufinefs, to fee a due ob-> 
fcrvance of the terms, or, in cafe of violation, to 
refign my command 3 and if that fhould not be 
accepted, to declare the f&dts to the world, and to 
leave them to judge how far I ought or ought not to 
be implicated in the guilt and infamy of fuch a pro- 
ceeding. So much the more ftrong is this call upon 

G 2 me, 



C «4 1 

me, «s there was n6 occafion to ratify die «eftttfj 

lor your lordfliip will well tecolleft, that I told yo« 
at Caftle-Wemyfe, that the time appointed by die 
for fulfilling diem was expired, and die teq» 
therefore null and void; but your lordfliip then 
thought, chat there was (b much of advantage to the 
country in thofc terms, that it would be bed not 10 
give them up. 

' As the great objeA of die war is now declared 
to "be accompliflied, I (hall (hordy folicit your .lord- 
fliip for pcrmiffion to return vto England* vidian 
iatenrion to retire from the fervice. 

c I am your lordfhip's moll faithfid mpfl, obe- 
dient, G. Waxpow*' * 

€ Earl Balcarrcs, fciV. &c. £?<:/ 

* Dear sir, 
* I am honoured by both your letters of Marph 
1 ith. If I had not looked upon die treaty figned by. 
you as advantageous to the country, under the exift- 
ing circumftances, I never would have ratified it : But. 
the country has a right to every advantage which 
that treaty affords it ; and I am decidedly of opi- 
nion, that if the terms of the treaty have bom, 
complied with by the maroons, that the country fr 
bound in honour not to (end them off the iflandL 
So far I go with you, and fp far I wiU fuppptt ypp ; 
but, I fhall certainly leave it with the legiflature to 
decide, whether that treaty has been obferveck qf 
not : Indeed, they will decide that for th^ra^m, 
fg a jnatcer of right inherent in them. 

<6 «AB 
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f All I c&h fa* is, that I have not the fhiaHeft 
fight upon what their dccifion will he ; but I afltoe 
you, thofe ftrong fentiments which you have ex- 
prefled relative to thofe maroons (hall fairly be cart- 
Y&fled. I do not enter into what the country in its 
wifdom ought to do. I feel we have done our duty 
as foldiers: The executive power, in my peribn, 
has amply fupported you, by ratifying the treaty 
>vhich you acceded to. 

€ But, in a political con fide ration of this fubjeft, 
the country will not be guided cither by your poli* 
tks or mine. There is a word in your laft lettcrt, 
ii&irtely, capitulation, is ufed inftead of treaty: It 
has always hitherto been mentioned as a tfeity^ 
perhaps it may be a diftindtion without a'differencc. 
Be it what it may, I lbdk upon my reipohfibility to 
the public as equally committed ; for furely, if thfcre 
is any thing upon earth in which a leigiflatufe has a 
right to exercife its judgment, it is internal rebellion*. 
Under the whole circumftances of the cafe, you 
have done extremely right in wkh-holding any 
offer to the rebel maroons ftill out, excepting lives, 
and their being placed exaffly in the fame fituation, and to 
Jhare the fate, whatever it may be, of the marootrprifoners 
now in our poffejfion. I cannot offer them more, 
until the fentiments of the legifkture refpe&ing thofe 
now in Ihould be communicated to me. 

c In refpedt to your going home, I fhall be ex- 
tremely happy in doing whatever may be agreeable 
to yourfelf in this point : But I regret your deter- 
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mlnatton of quitting the fervicc, in which you tit 
fo well advanced. 

c I have the honour to remain* very finccrcly, 
yours, Balcarrbs.' 

c King's houfc % 16 Marcb^ 1796. 
c Hon. major-general Walpole! 

No. 17. 

c My lord, March 13th, 1796. 

* I have this moment the honour of your lord- 
fhip's a difpatches of the 10th, one number 2, the 
other not of any number, but inclofiqg a meflagc 
from the affembly. 

€ I apprehend a variety of opinion njay arife 
upon the third article : A vaft number, I believe, 
of runaways are out ; but Johnftone and Smith 
have fit quently a flu red me, that, the maroons once 
in, no difficulty would arife as to the others. I 
underftand that David Shaw has mentioned, that; 
as a preparatory ftep towards fecuring the runa- 
ways, they have taken the fire-arms from them. 
By the way, the fecond article implies the whole of 
the lecret article. 

€ Your lordlhip has, I well know, been of opi- 
nion, that the force fent out on the 14th induced 
the maroons to come in. I think not ; and my 
opinion is grounded on this fa6t, that T met the ma- 
roons, about half a mile from the advanced poft, 
coming in with loads on their backs of clothes and 
children. They muft therefore have moved more 

thai* 
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than half way the day before ; and certainly no one 
knew of my motions here. A maroon of the name 
of Heath turned on hearing the dogs, and went to 
Palmer and Parkinfon, and told them that a trap 
was laid, and the dogs fent round in a different direc- 
tion. Johnftone came up to me, fome time after 
in the day, and informed, that this had been juft 
told him s adding, that if I had left him to his own 
dire&ion, he would have remained till he had feen 
every one of them out, but that he came be- 
fore, having heard (which was true enough) that 
I had faid, that if he came the reft Would come 
too. 

c The wifdom of the treaty cannot be much 
doubted, as treble the number of troops would not 
have brought in fo many maroons in twelve months 
more. Your lordlhip will permit me to obferve, 
that the opinions of the field-officers on the fpot 
have never differed. 

c It was not fo much the fending the maroons 
from hence, as the time of doing it, that I with- 
ftood. I wilhed to have had the opportunity to 
have been taken when I might fee it beft. The 
laft party I was very averie to fending away $ it 
confifted of 24 men, compofed in a great meafure 
of the families of Smith and Johnftone. John-- fc 
ftone was defirous to ftay, he faid, with me ; and I 
had affured him of fo much heing done ; and I well 
knew what effedt the fending him away under a 
guard would have, if perceived froth the hills. I 
have to thank your lordfhip for your great attention 
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to me, and giving yourfelf fo much trouble ft 
explain your fentiments to me: I only aim atf 
ap honeft difcharge of my duty. I am anxious tq, 
keep my faith with thofe maroons now furrendered.. 
Sure 1 am, that Jamaica has been lived by th? 
terms of furrender, and that the not adhering tct 
them may be produ&ive* one day or otfeej^ of th$ 
lofs of the colony. 

* I have the honour to be, with all de&rpncq 
yeur }ordihip*s mod faithful apd obedient, 

< G. W4L901* 

< If your lord&ip wifhes for my attendance in 
Spanifh-Town, I fhall fet out, if nothing materia) 
occurs, on the 1 9th or 20th. 

' Should your lordfhip not find my attendance 
neceffary, you will haye the goodness to let mp 
know of it. 

No. 1 8. 
€ SfR, St. Anriy Marc-b 14/^, 1796, 

c A detachment pf the 6 ad regiment, confifting 
of one captain^ three ferjeants, and forty-nine rank 
^nd file, arrived here at eight o'clock yefterday morn- 
ing; ^ndj* in obedience to the governor's orders 
which came to my hands (as the commanding 
pfficer at St. Ann) I delivered the maroon prilbners 
and runaways, at five o'clock yefterday afternoon^ 
to captain Daly, who commanded the detachment, 
and took his receipt for them y a copy of which is. 
z% foot, 

c I have dlfmifled the militia until further orders^ 
agreeable. to bis lordfhip's dire&ions. 
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* I haw the honour to be, fir, yourobed&rt 
ffevant, T. Jenkins, #, col. S&Ajutingp- 

u Received, March 13th, 1796, as prifoners if| 
the St. Ann's barrack, from l^eut. col; Jenkins^ 
pne hundred and fixty iqaroons (in which are in- 
cluded the runaways)^ all in good health, excepting 
$wa perfons named Sukey and Lawfon. 

(Signed) " Hyath. Rp. Daly, ftp. 6id. % 
f Cpl. RoJt> Soutltftm 

No. 19. 

«• Rear sjib, 
f The Iris muft take on board themarooq 

men at Falmouth* fay - - aflf 

fad regt. trqops to guard th?rn - - 9 

The Iris muft {hen drop down toMontego- 

Bay, and take Qn board the maroon men > 

about - r - - 51 

$oys, dittq - - - • - 54. 

fad regt. the troops aboitf - - 7$ 
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Total 099 

Exclufiye of die officers, 6?f . ■ ■ ■ « . 

The Thomas mqft go to St. Ana's, and take 

on board maropn men, about - ^ 1$ 

Maroon boys, dittq - - -. - 1% 

Runaways, ditto - » - 46 

Boys, ditto « - - - 16 

Jfppps, 62dregt. dit;o. . * 54 
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c The other veflels are the Mercury, the Barbara, 
and the Conqueft ; which three veflels will take aB 
the women and children. It m^y be m your power 
perhaps to make one of thefc three veflels work up 
to St. Ann ? s, if (he can work to windward better 
than the Thomas, and there receive the troops and 
maroons, which fhe can deliver on board the Tho* 
mas at fea. 

' It is not eafy to give orders fufficiently pofitivc 
and precife to reach the different circumftances at- 
tending this embarkation -, and the more fo, as the 
three privateer veflels, or fome of them, may be 
cruifing; but Mr. Gillies will give you every infor- 
mation. The veflels allotted" for this fervice are, 
the Mercury, Conqueft, Barbara, Iris, and Thomas, 
in which all the maroons, the runaways, and 6 2d 
regiment, are to be embarked, and to proceed to 
Port-Royal. Should you not have it in your 
power to fend all, by reafon of the cruifers not be- 
ing got at, you will fend all the males in preference 
to the females, and the cruifers will take the wo- 
men whenever there is an opportunity of giving 
them orders to receive thefe women on board. 

c Thefe veflels muft be viftualled proper for the 
fervice they are going upon. The whole ought 
to collect, and fail together. 

€ You are now in pofleflion of the outlines of 
my fentiments? and, that you may perform this 
very eflential fervice to your country, I muft en- 
treat that you will be fo good as to accept of being 
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I 5* J 

fole commiffioner for the embarkation and failing of 
thofe people. 

c I fend you a commiffion accordingly $ and be* 
Jieve me to be, &c. &c. &V. 

* Balcarres/ 

c King's boufe, March 16 th> 1796, 

€ Perhaps you had as well let the Iris go down 
before you declare your powers, or our inten- 
tions. 

4 James Galloway, efquire, Falmouth? 

* By his honour the right honourable Alexander 

earl of Balcarres, lieutenant-governor and 
(ommander in chief of bis majeftfs ijland of 
Jamaica, &c. &c* &c. 

€ Whereas I have thought fit to appoint James 
Galloway, efquire, to be the fole commiffioner for 
the purpofe of embarking all the maroons and 6 2d 
regiment on board the veficls Iris, Thomas, Mer- 
cury, Conqueft, and Barbara : 

€ I hereby require and order all officers having 
the charge of thefe maroons to caufe them to be 
embarked, at the requifition of the faid commif- 
fioner James Galloway, efquire. 

* I direct the different detachments of the 6ad t 
regiment, now doing duty over the maroons, . to* 
embark according to the allotment of the faid com- 
miffioner to each veflel, and on the day which he« 
Jhall name ; 

1 That 
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* That the feveral detachments of die 6ad itg^ 

ment are refponfible for the fafe delivery of thole 
maroons to captain Dobbin, of Fort- Auguftau 

' That all the commiflioners for the ievera] pa* 
ri flies are required to be aiding and affifting for the 
doe victualling,^, of the veflelsj and I hereby autho- 
rize the faid commiffioncr James Galloway, efquire, 
to give what orders he thinks beft fuitcd to the nature 
of the (ervice* to the five captains of the five above* 
tnentioned veflels, and efpecially that he may name 
one of them to command the whole ; who will report 
on his arrival at Port-Royal, both to the officer 
commanding the 4 royal navy and alio to rtptiin 
JJingham of his majefty 's fhip Jamaica, 

c I do hereby appoint the faid James Galloway, 
efquire, to be the fole commif&oner for tht above 
purpofes. 

* Given under my band and/eaf at arms, as St. 

Jago dt la Vega, the \6tb day of Marek^ 
Anncque Domini, 1796, $alca*R£s*' 

No. 10. 
« My lori>, March 17/^ 1796. 

* Four maroons, difpatched by Johnftone, ar- 
rived yefterday, with a meffage to inform me, that 
he was on his way to me with the whole remaining 
fady of the maroons japd, if I am not mifinformed, 
of ' the runaways alfo. Whether this is to furren* 
der; or whether it is meant jSrJt to be a confer* 
cnce> I cannot afcertain till they arrive. 

c Your lordfhip will no doubt view the conduffe 
cf Johnftone, in this latter bufinefs particularly, in 
9 very meritorious K^jht, Ths names of thofe who 

^ccompaoiccl 
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accompanied him and affifted on the expedition ate 
as per margin* 

€ I have the honour to bt -your lordfhtp*s mdSt 
faithful fervant, 

€ ST. Harding* G. Wax pole.* 

c Radnor, 

4 D. Shaw: 

No. 21. 

* My mar lord, March l\ft % 179k 

< I cannot be with you fo foon as I could wifh. 
The maroons now in the woods are thirteen in num- 
ber: I have expe&ed them yefterday and this dajr* 
It feems that thefe were out hunting wild hogs* and 
Johnftotie, eager to bring out as many as he could, 
would not wait, but left fome of the women to tell 
th.e/e, & their return, what had happened. 

* Parkinfon lays, that I may rely on their finrea- 
der ; and fo fure is he of it, that he left his wife and 
children behind him. He defired to fend in two of 
his party, but did not wifh to go himfelf. As foon as 
the whole arrive, I fhall fend them down to Mon- 
tego-Bay under the non-commiffioned officer of 
the 16 th, and ten men of the 17 th dragoons, whom 
I was obliged to detain here. The nth may as well 
remain at Montego-ilay till their embarkation lor 
Europe. 

c The maroons I perceive coming in at this in- 
ftant. The fire-arms brought in by Parkinfoms 
party are forty -four. The number of tnarwts, thirty- 
fix btarin? arms. 

f < Mr. 
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* Mr. Gallimore's fufee I fhall retifrix to his 
friends, at their requeft. 

c I hope to leave this place on Thurfclay for 
Spanilh-Town. 

c I thank your lordfhip for acceding to my 
wifhes refpefting my going home ; and fhall prepare 
to go by the next fleet : As to my remaining in the 
army, the candidates who (land before me are 
too numerous to allow me any very fanguine hopes 
of preferment. 

c I have not fpoken to Skinner on the matter; 
but if he went home with your lordfhip's difpatches, 
it might perhaps fecure his local rank to him in Eu- 
rope j but that may be done otherwife : Although he 
has not been a&ually engaged, he has been of the 
moft material fervice. I fee very clearly, that when 
it comes to hard work, he is an officer to be de- 
pended upon. 

c I have the honour to be your lordfhip's moft 
faithful and obedient, 

c G. Walpolb.* 

c I could wilh your lordfhip would obtain pcr- 
miflion for Charles Samuels, a maroon, brother to 

Smith, to remain with me. 

c Bowen Harding cannot be removed, on account 
of his wound ; and I fhall allow his brother to re- 
main here with him, 

G.W.* 

• ■ 

No* 21% 
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No. 22. 

z My lord, Falmouth, 22d March, 1796. 

c I had the honour of your lordfhip's letter of 
l6th inftant, with the commifiion and inftru&ions 
relative to the maroons. 

c I take the liberty of alluring your lordfhip, 
that no exertion fhali be wanting on my part, to 
complete that fervice according to your lordfhip's 
wifli. 

c Mr. Quarrell is juft arrived here from the Old 
Maroon Town, and fays the whole of the maroons 
and runaways are come in : This is fortunate ; it 
will enable the whole to be fent round together. 

€ The Iris and Thomas were feen this morning 
off Montego Bay, and may be expe&ed here to- 
morrow. 

c I have the honour to be your lordfliip's very 
faithful and obedient fervant, 

James Galloway/ 

No. 23. 
* My dear lord, March 22(1, 1796. 

c I have this moment received your letters No. 1, 
2, and 3. 

€ As affairs are now fo much altered, I think that 
I may as well go to Spanifh Town : Indeed, fliould 
I defer it, and the journey hereafter be neceflary, 
I may then be without a conveyance, for my own 
horfes are ftarved. 

c My wifli to retire was, in a great degree^ con- 
nected with a prefage which I had of future circum- 

ftances 
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ftances with regard to the maroons ; perhaps thole 
may now be altered. 1 was fearful left it fhould 
fcem that I had drawn the maroons Into a treatf 
which I knew was hereafter to be broken ; my rc- 
fignation was meant to declare my entire ignorance 
of fuch an intention; private reafons might alio 
operate in fome degree, but they would not have 
prevailed alone. 

* I remain your lordlhip*s moft faithful and obe- 
dient, G. WaLpole.' 

No. I4* 

4 My lord, Falmouth, 73d March, 1796* 
c I have juft received information from Mn Gil*- 
lies, that brig Conqueft has not been heard of for 
thefe ten days ; that the Mercury is in Montego 
Bay, fhort of hantfs j the Iris and Thoitaas have 
not yet made their appearance. From the addi- 
tional number of maroons and runaways Come in* 
there will be much deficiency in the (hipping to 
carry them round. I therefore take the liberty of 
fubmitting to your lordfhip's confidefation the 
moving of thofe at St. Ann's by land, unlefi fomt 
other veffel could be had for them. 

f I have the honour to be your lordfhip's moft 
faithful and obedient fervant, JaM£& GAltoWAr/ 

Thursday, l^th March, 1796. 

Ordered, That the following meflage be f*ent til 
the council : 
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May it pkafe your honours, 

Cf We are ordered by the houfe to adquaifit ydiiy 
that thete being matters on bufihefs of the utmoft 
importance to this ifland before the houfe, they de- 
fire you will appoint a fpecial fecret committee of 
your board, to join a fpecial fecret committee of 
the houfe in a free conference on fuch matters ; 
ahd, if your honours agree thereto, you will be 
pleafed to appoint your number, time* and place."- 

Ordered, That Mr. Redwood and Mr. Wedder- 
byrn be a committee to carry the above meflage to 
the council j who returning* reported the delivery 
thereof. 

A meffage from the council, by their clerk, as 
follows : 

" Mn Speaker* 

< I am commanded by the council to acquaint the 
houfe, in anfwer to their meffage of this day, that 
they agree to the free conference therein propofed* 
and have appointed three of their board to be, a 
fpecial fecret committee, tojoin a fpecial fecret com- 
mittee, of the houfe for that purpofe, on Wednefday 
next, at twelve o'clock, in the council-chamber." 

Ordered, That Mr. Murray, Mr. Wedderburn* 
Mr. V'aughan, Mr. Redwood, Mr. Cuthbert, Mr. 
Chief Juftice, Mr. Shirley, Mr. Edwards, and Mr. 
M'Lean, be a committee to manage the faid free 
conference. 

Ordered, That the clerk of this houfe do attend 
at the faid free conference, with all fuch papers and 
documents as may be neceffary. 

H Ordered, 
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Ordered, That the committee appointed to meet 
a committee of the council, in a free conference, do 
lay before the houfe all fuch evidence or informa- 
tion on which they may ground their report, that 
has not yet been laid before the houfe. 

Wednesday, 10th Jpril y 1796. 

Mr. Murray, from the fpecial fecret committee 
appointed to join a fpecial fecret committee of the 
council, in a free conference on matters of bufinefs 
of the utmoft importance to the ifland, reported, 

That both committees accordingly met j and his 
honour the lieutenant-governor's meflage of the 2d 
day of March laft, and the papers therewith fent, 
and his honour's meflage of the 23d March laft, and 
the papers therewith fent, alfo a petition of lundry 
perfons known under the denomination of maroons, 
prefented to the houfe on the 30th day of Novem- 
ber laft^ and alfo his honour's meflage of the ^i 
day of December laft, and the petition of the Tre- 
lawny maroons then in Kingfton barracks, there- 
with fent, were feveraily read j and alfo an extratt 
of a letter from his grace the duke of Pbrdand to 
his honour the lieutenant-governor, to the faid re- 
port refpeftively annexed, having been laid before 
the joint committee by his honour, the fame were 
alfo feveraily read : And that the joint committee 
having propofed certain queftions in writing to his 
honour the lieutenant-governor, which queftions and 
his honour's anfvvers thereto are to the faid report 

annexed, 
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flftnesred, the joint committee thereupon cattle to, 
the following refolutions : 

ift. That it is the opinion of the joint commit- 
tee, that all runaway flaves, who joined the Tre* 
lawny maroons in rebellion, ought to be dealt with 
according to law. 

id. That it is the opinion of the joint commit* 
tee, that all perfons of free condition, who joined 
the rebels, ought to be dealt with according to 
law. 

%d. That it is the opinion of the joint commit- 
tee, that the thirty-one maroons who furrendered 
at Vaughansfield, under the proclamation of the 
8 th of Auguft, together with the fix deputies taken 
up at St. Ann's, having come in before any aftual 
hoflilities commenced, fhould be fent off the ifland, 
and fome fettlement provided for them> in another 
country. 

4tb. That it is the opinion of the joint Commit- 
tee, that Smith, Dunbar, and Williams, with their 
wives and children, and the two boys who came in 
on the i ft of January, are entitled tQ the benefit o( 

the treaty, 

$th. That it is the opinion of the joint commit^ 
tee, that all the maroons who are confined in King- 
fton, Falmouth, and elfewhere, that have petitioned 
the honourable houfe of aflembly to be permitted 
to take the benefit of an aft, pafled in the year 
1791, intituled cc An Aft to repeal € An aft for the 

H 2 . better 
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better order and government of the negroes be- 
longing to the feveral negro-towns, and for pre- 
venting them from purchafing of (laves j and for 
encouraging the faid negroes to go in purfuit of 
runaway flaves; and for other purpofes therein 
mentioned j* and for giving the maroon negroes 
further protection and fecurity; for altering the 
mode of trial ; and for other purpofes," not hav- 
ing been at any time in rebellion, be allowed to do 
(6, according to the prayer of their petition. 

6tb. That it is the opinion of the joint commit- 
tee, that the maroons who petitioned his honour 
the lieutenant-governor, on the 3d of November 
laft (the thirty-one maroons who furrendered at 
Vaughansfield excepted) being alfo guildefs of any 
aft of rebellion, be likewife admitted to take the 
benefit of the laid aft. 

jtb. That it is the opinion of the joint commit- 
tee, that all the maroons who furrendered after the 
firft of January, -and until the 1 oth day of March 
laft (within which period Johnftone and his party 
came in), not having complied with the terms of 
the treaty, are not entitled to the benefit thereof and 
ought to be fliipped off the ifland j but the joint com- 
mittee are of opinion, that they ought to be lent to 
a country in which they will be free, and fuch as may 
be bed calculated, by fituation, to fecure the ifland 
againft the danger of their return ; that they 6ught 
to be provided with fuitable clothing and necefla.- 
lies for the voyage, and maintained at the public 

expencc 
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cxpence of this ifland for a reafonable time after 
xheir arrival at the place of their deftination. 

$th. That it is the opinion of the joint commit- 
tee, that Parkinfon and Palmer, and all the ma- 
roons who came in with them, are entitled to their 
lives only, but ought to be fent off the ifland ; and 
as their conduct was marked with aggravated guilt, 
they ought, in the manner of their being fent off the 
ifland, to be dealt with more rigoroufly th^in thofe 
in the clafs mentioned in the preceding refolution. ^ 

cjth. That it is the opinion of the joint commit- 
tee, that as there may be among the rebels a few 
who, by their repentance, fcrvices, and good beha<- 
viour fince their furrender, may have merited pro- 
tection and favour, that it be recommended to his 
honour the lieutenant-governor to permit fuch to 
remain in the ifland, together with their wives and 
children; and to diftinguifh them by any other 
marks of favour, as his honour in his difcretion may 
think proper. 

10th. That it is the opinion of the joint commit- 
tee, that the lieutenant- governor, -in complying with 
the matters mentioned and recommended in the 
preceding refolutions, Ihould be fully indemnified 
at the public expence. 

ExtraSl of a letter from his grace the duke of Portland 
to his honour the lieutenant-governor, referred to in 
the annexed report, dated Whitehall, %th January, 
1796. 

€ From the cordiality and zeal with which the 
•militia and the inhabitants in general co-operate 

H 3 with 
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with your Iordfhip, I have no doubt of your being 
able to take fuch meafures againft the maroons a* 
will mod lpeedily and cffe&ually tend to their re- 
duction. 

€ The very defence which, from their local fitu- 
ation and other caufes, they have been able to make 
againft a very fuperior force, renders it effential 
that the ifland, in any terms which may be granted 
them, fhould be fecured againft the poflibility of a 
fimilar infurreftion. 

€ This will, 1 conceive, be beft efFe&ed^ firft, by 
not reftoring to them rheir diftridt ; and, lecondly, 
by placing them in fuch a fituation within the 
ifland (if it cannot be done out of it, which would 
be preferable) as will, from its nature, incapaci- 
tate them from contriving further mifchief/ 

Queftions propejed to his honour the lieutenant-governor, 
and bis honour's anjwers thereto > referred to in the 

annexed report. 

£K c Whether general Walpole, upon the fur- 
render of Palmer and Parkinfon, and other ma- 
roons in their party, had promifed any thing more 
than fafety of their lives ? 

A. f Lives only/ 

£K c Upon what terms were Harvey and Wil- 
liams, the two brown men, received, and did they 
furrender in the chara&er of maroons ?' 

A. * They furrendered as maroons, without any 
fpecial conditions, and after January ift.* 

Q. c Were the runaways furrendered by the 
maroons, and were they received upon any exprds 
terms ?' 

A. 'No 
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A. * No runaways have been furrendered by tfap 
maroons j they came in in the character of ma* 
roons/ 

Refolyed, That the confideration of the above 
report be poftponed until Saturday next. 

Saturday, 23d April, 1796. 

Refolved, That the confideration of the report 
from the fpecial fecret committee appointed to join 
a fpecial fecret committee of the council, in a free 
conference on matters of bufinefs of the utmoft im- 
portance to this ifland, be further poftponed undj 
Wednefday next. 

Tuesday, 16th April, 1796. 

A meflage from the council, by their clerk, as 
follows: 

Mr. Speaker, 

I am commanded by the council to acquaint 
the houfe, that they have agreed to the report 
made by the chairman of their fpecial fecret com- 
mittee appointed to meet a fpeciaj fecret committee 
of the houfe, on matters of bufinefs of the utmoft 
importance to this ifland." 

Ordered, That the above meflage do lie on the 
table, to be perufed by the members. 

Wednesday, 27 th April, 1796. 

The order of the day for the taking into confidera- 
tion the report from the fpecial fecfet committee ap- 

H 4 pointed 
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pointed to join a fpecial fecret committee of the 
council) in a free conference on matters, of bufindi 
of the utmoft importance to this ifland, being read* 
And the faid report being again read $ 
And a motion being made, that the houfe do 
agree thereto ; 

The houfe divided : 
The noes went forth : 

Ayes* 21 : Mr. Redwood, Mr. Bryan, Mr. Hal- 
fted, Mr. Campbell, Mr. Foulks, Mr. Cockburn, 
Mr. Rofs, Mr. Chief-Juftice, Mr. Johnftorie, Mr. 
Taylor, Mr.Thompfon, Mr. Cuthbert, Mr. M c Lean, 
Mr. Wedderburn, Mr. White, Mr. Va'ughaq, Mr. 
Murray, Mr. Chriftie, Mr. P. Fuller, Mr. Shir- 
ley, and Mr. Edwards : 

Noes, 13 ;— Mr. Quarrell, Mr. G. Fuller, Mr. 
Hodges, Mr. Galbraith, Mr. Fitch, Mr. Mathifop, 
Mr. Woolfrys, Mr. Stewart, Mr. Grant, Mr. An- 
derfon, Mr. Ofborn, Mr. Henckell, and Mr. 
Deans : 

So it was refolved in the affirmative. 

A motion being made, that the proceedings of 
the houfe this day, relative to the report from the 
fpecial fecret committee appointed to join a fpecial 
fecret committee of the council, in a free confer- 
ence on matters of bufinefs of the utmoft impor- 
tance to this ifland, be publilhed in the Royal Ga« 
zette, St. Jago Gazette, and Cornwall Chronicle, 
for one month ; 

A debate thereon arifing, and the qneftion being 
put, it paffed in the negative. 

A motion 






A motion being made, that a meflage be fent 
to the council, to acquaint their honours, that the 
houfc had agreed to the report made by the chair- 
man of the fpecial fecret committee appointed to 
join a fpecial fecret committee of the council, in a 
free conference on matters of bufinefs of the ut- 
moft importance to this ifland 5 

A debate thereon arifing, and the queftion be- 
ing put, it was refolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the following meflage be fent to 
the council : 

May it pleafe your honours, 
We are ordered by the houfe to acquaint you, 
that they have agreed to the report made by 'the 
chairman of their fpecial fecret committee ap- 
pointed to join a fpecial fecret committee of your 
board, in a free conference on matters of bufinefs 
of the utmoft importance to this ifland." 

Ordered, That Mr. Murray and Mr. Wedder- 
burn be a committee to carry the above meflage 
to* the council ; \yho returning, reported the deli- 
very thereof. 

Thursday, 28/i? Apil, 179$. 

Refolved, That a claufe be inferted in the poll- 
tax bill for paying to the order of the commif- 
fioners appointed by law for dating and fettling the 
public accounts, a fum or fums not exceeding 
25,000/. in order to carry into efieft the refolu- 
jions of the joint committees of the council and 

the 
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the affembly, agreed to by the houfe on die 27th 
inftant. 

Refolved, That a meflage be fent to his honour 
the lieutenant-governor, with a copy of the above 
refolution. 

Friday, 2$tb jjpril, 1796. 

Ordered, That the following meflage be feat 
to his honour the lieutenant-governor : 

" May it pleafeyour honour, 

" We are ordered by the houfe to wait on your 
honour, and to lay before you a copy of a refolu- 
tion of the houfe of yefterday." 

Ordered, That Mr. Grant and Mr. Campbell 
be a committee to wait on his honour with the 
above meflage ; who returning, reported the deli- 
very thereof, 

Refolved, That the following meflage be fent 
to his honour the lieutenant-governor ; 

" May it pleafe your honour, 

<c We are ordered by the houfe to 

lay before your honour their refolutions re- 

fpefting matters of the utmoft importance to this 
ifland." 

Ordered, That the following meflage be fent 
to the council : 

" May it pleafeyour honours, 

<f The houfe having agreed on a meflage to his 

honour the lieutenant-governor, we are ordered to 

8 lay 
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lay the fame before your honours, and to defirc 
your concurrence/' 

Ordered, That Mr. Murray and Mr. Wedder T 
burn be a committee to carry the above meffage* 
and alfo the meffage to his honour the lieutenant- 
governor, to the council $ who returning, reported 
the delivery thereof. 

A meffage from the council, by their $lerk, a$ 
follows : 



cc 
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Mr. Speaker, 

I am commanded by the council to acquaint 
the houfe, that they have agreed to the meffage 
to his honour the lieutenant-governor, fent them 
this day by the houfe for their concurrence ; and 
that they defire the houfe will be pleafed to fill it 
up accordingly." 

Ordered, That Mr. Murray, Mr. Wedderburn, 
Mr. Chief- J uft ice, Mr. Cuthbert, Mr. Edwards, 
Mr. Shirley, Mr. M'Lean, Mr. Vaughan, and Mr. 
Redwood, be a committee to join a committee of 
the council, to wait on his honour the lieutenant- 
governor with the meffage agreed to this day. 

Ordered, That the following meffage be fent to 
the council : 

" May it pleafe your honours, 

" We are ordered by the houfe to acquaint you, 
that they have filled up the blanks with the words 
$< council and," cf of affembly," and "joint," in the 
pneffage to his honour the lieutenant-governor, agree- 
able 
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able to your honour's meflage of this day, and have 
appointed a committee to join a committee of your 
board, to wait on his honour the lieutenant-gover- 
nor with the fame." 

Ordered, That Mr. M'Lean and Mr, Foulks be 
a committee to carry the above meflage to the 
council ; who returning, reported the delivery 
thereof. 

A meflage from the council, by their clerk, as 
follows : 

<f Mr. Speaker, 

t€ I am commanded by the council to acquaint 
the houfe, that agreeable to their meflage of this day, 
they have appointed a committee of three of their 
board to join a committee of the houfe, to wait on 
his honour the lieutenant-governor with die joint 
meflage immediately." 

Then the committee went up; and being re- 
turned, Mr. Murray, from the committee, reported, 
that the joint committee had waited on his honour 
the lieutenant-governor with the joint meflage ac- 
cordingly, 

* Sunday, ift May y 1796. 

\ Ordered, That the following meflage be fent to 
his honour the lieutenant-governor: 

€€ May it pleqfe your honour, 
" We are ordered by the houfe to wait on your 
honour 5 and to requeft that you will be pleafed to 

give 
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give orders for the difmiflion of the chaflcurs and 
the dogs, the rebellion being now at an end. We 
cannot but take this opportunity of exprefling our 
acknowledgments of the eminent advantages de- 

m rived by the imporration of the chafieurs and dogs, 
in compliance wifli the general wiflies of the ifland:' 
Nothing can be clearer, than that if they had been 
off the ifland, the rebels could not have been in- 
duced to furrender, from their almoft inaccefiible 

, feflneffis. We are happy to have it in our powef 
to fay, that terror excited by the appearance of the 
dogs has been fufficient to produce fo fortunate ait 
event ; and we cannot but highly approve that at- 
tention to humanity fo ftrongly proved by their be- 
ing ordered in the rear of the army./ 

Ordered, That Mr. Ofborn and Mr. Cuthbert 
be a committee to wait on his honour with the 
above meflage -> who returning, reported the deli- 
very thereof. 

( true extracts.) 

JAMES LEWIS, 

Clerk to the JJfembly* 
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LONDON t Printed for JOHN STOCKD A LE, Piccadilly, 1796. 

The Work will he completed in Eight feparate Parts, at 10*. Od. each to Sub* 
fcrihers, or to Non-fubfcrihers 1 3 s. 6 d. 

1 he firft Part is now publilhed, and the Remainder will be in the courfe of 
this and the en filing Year. 

No Money wil. he taken in advance, nor will any Subfcriber be defired to take 
the Wmk un efs it fully anfwers his Expectation. 

If any G-.-ntleir.au (huuld be inclined to contribute towards the Expence of 
engrains an} pellicular Portrait, View of his Seat, Monument, Church, &c. 
it wil! be acknowledged in the Vv*i»rk. 

A Lift of tn* Subfirbets will i>e printed, and the Books delivered as nearly as 
pofhble in tlie Ord<r tlity are fuhferihed for. 

Viouid tne above Propofa' mud with the Readei *s Approbation, Mr. Stock dale 
*. ill conlider himfelf much wbliged by the Favour of hi* Name as a Subfcriber. 

Several of »h; Drawings, togethei with a lift of Jie pi efent Subfcribers, may 
be lecn at tn-: PuH'ifher's. 

A few Copies mil be printed on a fuperfine large -*ove cream-coloured Ele- 
phant Paper, with Proof Imprcflions of the Plate.-, at il. is. each Part to 
SuWcribcrs only. 



HISTORY OF MANCHESTER, LIVERPOOL, && 

Dcfcribing a Space of near 4000 Square Miles* 

Tlis Day is PubliJJjed, in one Urge Volume Royal Quarto, 

Confiding of 650 Pages of Letter Prefs, and illuftrated with Seventy-three 
Places* including a large Two -Sheet Map of the furrounding Country, thirty- 
three Inches by thirty-one, and a Plan of Manchefter, forty-two Inches by 
thirty- feven. Price 3/. 3*. in boards, 
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CONTAINING 

Its Geography, both Civil and Natural, and principal Productions; its Towns 
and Chief Villages, their Hiftory, Population, Commerce* and 
Manufactures; with a Hiftory of the Canals. 

THE MATERIALS ARRANGED, AND THE WORK COMPOSE]* 

By J. AIKIN, M D. 

LONDON: Printed for John Stock dale, Piccadilly: 

And Sold by MefTrs. Clarkes, Manchefter; Mr. Reddish, Stockport; and 

Mr. Gore, Liverpool. 
What follows will give the Rcic/crfome idea of the magnitude and extent of the IVork : 

A GENERAL ACCOUNT OF 

Lancashire, Chefliire, Derbvfhire, Weft-Riding of Yorkfhire, and the Northern 
Part of Staffordshire, defcribing the Face of the Counties, Rivers, Lakes,; 
Soil, Manures, Climate, Productions, Mines, Minerals, Property, Civil and 
Ecclefiaftical Divifions. 

Kiver and Canal Navigations, with a diftinft Account of the Irwell and MefVey 
Navigation, Weaver Navigation, Aire, Calder, and Dun Navigation; Sankey. 
Canai, Duke of Bridgewater's Canals, Trent and Merfey Communication, 
Crand Trunk (.'anal, Leeds and Liverpool Canal, Chefterfield Canal; Chtfter 
Canal, Hudden- ":dd Canal to the Calder, Langley Bridge, or Errewaih Canal, 
Manchefter, IV Iron, and Bury Canal ; Manchefter, Afhton- under-Lynr, and 
Oldham Canal ; Rochdale Canal, Huddersfield Canai to Afhton, Peak Foreft 
Canal, Crom'ord Canal, Lancafter Canal, Ellefmere Canal, Barnflcy Canal* 
Haflingden Canal, Lancafter Canal Exrenfion, Manchefter and Oldham Canal 
Ixtenfion, and the Duke of Bridge water's Canal from Worlley to Leigh. 

LIVES OR ANECDOTES OF 

Brindley, Byiom, Wedgwood, Arkwright, Blackburne, Earnfhaw, La Trobe, 

Alhley, Collier, Hague, Afhton, Shawe, Lee, the Duke of Bridge water, &c. 

A PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION OF THE 
Hnndreds of Sal ford, Blackburne, Amoundernefs, Leyland, and Weft Derby fliire^ 
in Lancafhire; Cheller, including Wrexham, and the Hundreds of Broxtpn, 
Kamptwich, Eddiibury, Bncklow, Northwich, and Macclesfield, in Chefhirej 
in Derbyfhirc, High Peak Hundred, Wirkf worth Wapentake, and Scarfdale 
Hundred. 

COMPREHENDING 

Manchefter, Eccies, Afhton -under- Lyne, Oldhtm, Royton, Middleton, Rocli- 
dale. Ratcliffe, Bolton, Bury, Blackburne, Whalley, Haflingden, Burnley; 
Colne, Clirheroc, Ribchefter, Prefton, Kirkham, Chorleyj Leyland, Scan- 
dilh, Wigan, Leigh, Warrington, Winwick, Prefcott, Knowfley, Ormflcirle, 
Walton, Liverpool, Chefter, Wrexham, Namptwich, Tarporley, Tarvin, 
Frodflnm, Knutsford, Altringham, Northwich, Middlewich, Sandb/.cl>, 
Congleton, Macclesfield, Stockport, Dukinfield, Mot tram, Glofftp, ChappeP 
in-le-Fritb, TiJefwell, Bakewell, Buxton, Caftleton, A fh bourn, Whrkfworthrf 
Matlock, Chefterfield, Newcaftle, The Potteries, Leek, Sheffield, 1 Barnfleyy 
Huddersfieldj Halifax, Bradford, Leeds, and Wakefield. 

*$* For the Character of this Work, fee the Analytical Review for NoYambcty 
1795, anti *ke Britjlh Critic for May, June, and July. 17064 



